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DAYLIGHT AND PERMANENT VENTILATION COMBINED 
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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


A SUGGESTION is made in a leading article that 
consideration be given to the erection of a replica of 
the Globe playhouse, preferably in Southwark, near 
Bankside, as an added attraction for visitors to this 
country for next year’s Festival of Britain. 


>THE QUESTION—“ Is town and country planning 
& compatible with personal freedom ?”’—is posed in a 
< special article by Sir George Pepler, P.T.P.JI., who 
= briefly traces the evolution and development of town 
and country planning in this country and the measures 
introduced to meet some of the main recommendations 
contained in the Barlow, Scott and Uthwatt Reports. 


THE SIXTH ARTICLE in our series on the organisation 
* of architects’ offices is contributed by Mr. E. Wamsley 
> Lewis, who describes a small country practice. 


ig” SUGGESTION that there are three main ways in 
which public-houses canimprove the London scene has 
been made by Lt. Col. John Codrington. The first, he 
says, is the elimination or the reduction of unnecessary 
advertising and the substitution of well-designed signs ; 
the second, the colour-washing and painting of pubs 
in clear, bright or light colours; and the third the 
extensive use of window-boxes with flowers. 


THE TWENTY-THIRD VOLUME of the “* Survey 
of London ”’ has just been issued by the London County 
Council. It is entitled ‘‘ Bankside: Parishes of 
St. Saviour and Christchurch, Southwark’? and 
its pages contain an account of the discovery of a 
parchment map indicating the site of the Globe play- 
house, a long-standing subject of speculation. 


THE FIRST PART of an inquiry into domestic hot 
water supply in Great Britain has been published as a 
special report in the National Building Studies 
Series by H.M. Stationery Office. The summarised 
conclusions we give are based on results obtained 
in a social survey of 6,000 representative households 
carried out for the Ministry of Works. 


THE QUESTION as to whether we can continue to 
produce dwellings at the excessive cost obtaining 
since the war has been raised by Mr. Stanley Ramsey, 
F.R.I.B.A., deputy chairman of the Abbey National 
Building Society. In view of the need to husband 
our economic resources, he asks, is it possible to 
frame a programme which will give more satisfactory 
and more equitable results ? 


MR. J. STEEL MAITLAND, F.R.I_B.A., President 
of the Glasgow Institute of Architects, has warned 
against attaching too much importance to great 
planning schemes which “ cost thousands of pounds 
to prepare . and which are incapable of 
realisation in an impoverished world and in an age 
of rapid change.” ‘ 
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THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE CITY 


HE announcement last week by Alderman Link that 
there were now about £11 million worth of building 
work awaiting licences in the City of London gives some 
idea both of the need for office accommodation and the 
irresistible energy of the business and development interests 
contained within the square mile. The need for offices 
and commercial premises would seem to be clearly proved, 
and we have ourselves on several occasions advanced the 
view that it would be wise on the part of the Government 
to license more City building in order to provide work 
for the stone trades, for the more skilled craftsmen and for 
those industries supplying fittings, etc., outside the utility 
class. 

Little is known of the architectural style proposed for 
these buildings which are to replace the many structures 
blitzed and blighted in the war years. It has been gener- 
ally assumed, we think, that in design they would follow 
the City tradition of being safe, worthy and a little pompous— 
a tradition to which pre-war there were certain honourable 
exceptions in the form of buildings designed by, among 
others, Sylvester Sullivan, Lutyens, Mewés and Davis, 
Easton and Robertson, and Burnet, Tait and Lorne, who 
managed successfully the difficult feat of bringing freshness 
and new life into an ancient frame. It had, however, been 
hoped that the stripping down process, inevitable, it seems, 
in the architecture of a planned economy, would spread as 
far as the City and that the new buildings would show 
more signs of simplicity and original thought. 

So few of the designs for City rebuildings have seen the 
light of day that we cannot say whether this hope is justi- 
fied. On the other hand, a phenomenon has recently been 
brought to light which gives rise to serious misgivings that 
in this question of design all may not be well. This phe- 
nomenon is an essay in building economics known as the 
Lessor scheme to which that courageous and objective 
critic, Mr. J. M. Richards, has recently drawn attention 
in The Architects’ Journal. Under this scheme, thirteen 
buildings are at present being erected in London ; they are 
being constructed by financial and property interests at the 
instance of, and under licence from, the Ministry of Works 
which, on completion, takes a lease of them for 40 years, 
thus securing the accommodation required by the various 
Government departments without increasing the Govern- 
ment’s capital expenditure. 

Mr. Richards has visited and photographed eight of the 
structurally more advanced of these London buildings and 
comments on “the poor standard of design apparent in 
most of these buildings. They constitute, taken together, 
an immense building enterprise, they are sponsored in a 
general sense by the Government, and they are changing 
the whole appearance of several famous London thorough- 
fares. Their undistinguished—and in some cases, worse 
than undistinguished—standard of architecture, which 
represents a return to the taste associated with the kind of 
pre-war commercial enterprisés we thought to have left 
behind for ever, is most disturbing.” The photographs 
reproduced go far to prove the point and in some cases 
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lend support to Mr. Richards’ additional contention that 
some of the buildings merit censure on grounds of town 
planning as well as of architectural design. 

We shall hope that the attention now directed towards 
this Lessor scheme may have the effect of securing an 
improvement in the design of the remaining buildings, for 
the Ministry of Works, as the agent commissioning these 
structures and without whose licence they cannot go up, 
cannot escape responsibility for their appearance and their 
siting. That this has happened must, therefore, fill us with 
disquietude in regard to the schemes for the ‘City, for it 
would be surprising if City interests are not mixed up with 
the Lessor scheme. It is the weakest strand in the argument 
for architectural criticism that it so often comes too late to 
be effective. In the case of the City rebuilding this is not so 
and we make the suggestion to the Planning Committee 
of the City Corporation that they hold at an early date 
a public exhibition of plans and perspectives of the buildings 
proposed by ‘those who seek the Committee’s approval to 
schemes of major reconstruction in the City. These build- 
ings, once erected, will stand a long time and on them hangs 
the good name of the commercial heart of what is still the 
greatest city of the world. We must see that the designs 
are not below the best of which our architects are capable. 


OFFICIAL ARCHITECTS AND 
STAFFING PROBLEMS 


ONE of the more noteworthy aspects of any post-war 

period is that too few people are chasing too many 
jobs. To a great extent, a policy of full employment 
cannot be expected to produce a state of affairs very much 
different, for those responsible for implementing the policy 
are more likely to err on the side of over-employment 
than otherwise. 

It is probably true that in no section of the community 
is the shortage of personnel more marked than in the pro- 
fessions associated with building—architecture, surveying 
and engineering—for here the need to press forward with 
new houses, schools and factories is added to a vast backlog 
of war-damage maintenance and normal redevelopment 
work, 

As local authorities are responsible for the greater part 
of the building programme nowadays, it is not surprising 
that they are more seriously affected by the general shortage 
of qualified technical personnel and in some instances urgent 
work is being seriously delayed. A case in point is West 








* ie | ng ey ** LIMEHOUSE. —This old inn was referred to in a talk 
** The Pi in the London Scene,’’ given by Lt.-Col. John Codrington to 
the London Society, and reported on page 459. 
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Riding, where the County Architect reports that with main 
building projects in hand totalling several millions the staff 
of his department as a whole is 28 per cent. below establish- 
ment, with the professional and technical staff 32 per cent. 

below and the senior architectural staff 48 per cent. below. 
Among the principal features limiting recruitment, the 
County Architect lists the national shortage of architects, 

surveyors and engineers ; the difficulty of obtaining con- 
venient housing accommodation ; and the more attractive 
appointments offered by certain local authorities, regional 
boards, nationalised industries and private architects. 
Last year 56 members of the professional staff resigned to 
take up more remunerative posts. 

Other local authorities are experiencing the same trouble 
for similar reasons and the position, it must be admitted, is 
likely to deteriorate still further as and when private building 
becomes more generally permissible and the prospects for 
professional men setting up in practice on their own account 
tend to be less hazardous. 

Apart from offering salaries beyond a reasonable and fair 
level, which is no answer at all since in time it can only. 
make confusion worse confounded, there appear to be two 
main directions in which a remedy for the situation may be 
sought. The first is an even greater recognition of the 
assistance which private firms can give. The second, the 
redeployment of local authority staffs so that qualified 
personnel are dissociated from administrative, clerical 
and routine duties and left completely free to carry out the 
work they are specifically trained to do. 

So far as the first is concerned, the employment of private 
firms has already commended itself to several local authori- 
ties, the county councils of London, Kent, Essex and 
Lancashire among them. The long-term advantages are 
economy in time, labour, and money, and need little further 
elaboration, though they may not be so apparent at first 
glance. 

With regard to the second, most professional men 
employed by official bodies find so much of their time taken 
up with the preparation of reports, checking accounts and 
dealing with correspondence that there is little left for the 
drawing board and the work for which they are primarily 
employed. To achieve any marked improvement may 
require something more than a mere reshuffle of duties— 
it may even mean a completely new approach to the organisa- 
tion of official architects’ departments, as opposed to the 
generally familiar framework of past years. 


AN IDEA FOR THE FESTIVAL 


it has lately been urged that more should be done than 
has so far been planned to attract visitors to this 
country for next year’s Festival of Britain. Here is a 
suggestion that might be considered. Why not erect a 
replica of the Globe playhouse, preferably in Southwark, 
near Bankside? There are plenty of bombed sites avail- 
able. If the small amount of timber required could be 
released, there would be no difficulty in simulating the 
famous theatre. Contemporary engravings give us a very 
good idea of what the exterior was like, and while, so far 
as is known, the interior was never recorded pictorially, we 
could not go far wrong if we followed de Witt’s well-known 
sketch of the Swan, which was built only a few years before 
the Globe. Better still would be to copy the Fortune, 
which was erected in 1600 on the model of the Globe, and 
of which a contemporary description proved sufficient to 
enable a complete set of geometrical drawings to be pre- 
pared some forty years ago. 

It would cost comparatively little to build, and ifa care 
were made for admission the cost would almost certainly 
be recovered ; there might even be a handsome profit ! 
Performances of the plays could be given in it. There are 
myriads of Shakespeare enthusiasts who would put their 
hands deep into their pockets for the privilege of seeing 
‘* Hamlet ’’ performed in the authentic setting of Shake- 
speare’s ‘“‘ Wooden O. The spirit of the Bard would 
surely ‘‘ revisit the glimpses of the moon” for the occa- 
sion! We make a present of the suggestion to the Festival 
authorities. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Two Hours from Rome 


HE “Comet” flight to Rome in two 

hours brings the city, so to speak, to 
every air-minded person’s door. More and 
more does the increasing speed of flight 
by aeroplane contrast with the static 
quality of art and normal life. Rome, 
the great Renaissance city of the world, 
must view jet-propelled expression such 
as this with a little doubt, for if in fact 
the secret of art has much to do with 
significant contrast, here surely is a prime 
example. 

Many people felt when the future of air 
development was assured that architecture 
would be seriously affected and influenced 
by “design for flight.” No particular 
influence is, however, so far discernible. 
The sleek lines of aeroplanes and the 
beautiful functionalism of aircraft design 
still remain air architecture, while land 
architecture still clings to the earth, 
though a number of architects are de- 
voting their efforts to an attempt to lift 
it off the surface. Meantime the Comet 
whistles overhead on its way to the 
eternal city, a trip which we hope will 
soon be within the reach of the average 
architect’s pocket. 


Corby New Town. 

THE MINISTER of Town and Country 
Planning has decided on a new town at 
Corby, Northants, following the public 
inquiry which was held at Corby on 
November 29 and 30, 1949. He has ap- 
proved the draft designation order, but 
has made important modifications de- 
signed to safeguard land of major im- 
portance for agriculture and ironstone 
working. This involves reduction of the 
designated area from 3,550 acres to 
about 2,500 acres. 

The Minister considers that provision 
should be made for an increase of the 
present population of 14,000 to 40,000, 
but he is aware that so substantial a re- 
duction in the area designated will com- 
plicate the task of the Development 
Corporation. The reservation is, how- 
ever, made in the Minister’s decision 
letter that if, when the Development Cor- 
poration’s outline plan is available, it 
becomes apparent that this is the case, 
the Minister will consider whether a 
further order should be made. 

_ Main object of the new town is to pro- 
vide for an increase of population arising 
from the expansion of Messrs. Stewarts 
and Lloyds works in Corby, but the new 
town must also provide not only housing 
but the social and commercial services 
needed for a population of this size. Con- 
sideration will also be given to the pro- 
vision of employment for those not em- 
ployed in the steel works. 


Bracknell New Town. 

SiR AMBROSE FLUx DuvuNDAs, newly- 
appointed general manager of the Brack- 
nell New Town Corporation, visited 
Bracknell (Berks) recently to look over 
part of the 2,500 acres on which the new 
town is to be built. He has announced 
that the houses and factories of the new 
town will be erected simultaneously, but 
until the whole area has been surveyed 
and planned, it is not possible to say 
where the centre of the town will be. His 
first two key men have now been 
appointed. They are Mr. E. A. Ferriby, 
A.R.I.B.A., chief architect, and Mr. A. L. 
Strachan, chief estates officer. 


Hemel Hempstead Appointments. 

THE Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has appointed Sir Gerald Lenan- 
ton and Mr. C. D. Pilcher to fill two 
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vacancies on Hemel Hempstead Develop- 
ment Corporation. Seven of the previous 
members of the corporation have been re- 
appointed. Mr. J. E. MacColl, who was 
also formerly a member, resigned on 
standing for Parliament. Mr. MacColl is 
now M.P. for Widnes. 

Sir Gerald Lenanton, who was director 
of home timber production during the 
war, and thereafter controller-general of 
the North German Timber Control, is now 
chairman of Fay Morgan and Co. Mr. 
Pilcher is a chartered surveyor and a part- 
ner in the firm of Groves, Son and Pilcher. 


Exhibition of Moral Painting. 

THE Society of Mural Painters is hold- 
ing, under the auspices of the A 
Council of Great Britain, an Exhibition 
of Mural Painting which opens at the 
New Burlington Galleries, Old Burling- 
ton-street, on Monday, April 17, and 
will be taken on tour (after a three 
weeks’ showing in London) by the Arts 
Council to various centres in Great 
Britain. The aim of the exhibition is 
to give architects and public authorities 
an opportunity of seeing what contem- 
porary artists can do in this field, and 
to provide them with more precise 
information about methods, styles of 
work, costs, etc., than they have hitherto 
found obtainable. : 

The show will contain large panels, 
small designs, photographs of work done, 
models and samples of different tech- 
niques applied to varying surfaces, The 
Society feels sure that it will help con- 
siderably to solve the decorative prob- 
lems of the architect of to-day, and to 
provide a stronger link between the 
artist and the architect. The exhibition 
will be opened by Mr. Gerald Barry, 
the Director of the Festival of Britain, 
1951, at 3 p.m., on April 17. 


British Council Courses. 

Courses on “Development of the 
Appreciation of the Arts” (London, 
Manchester and Wakefield, September 25 
to October 14) and “ The Museum, the 
Art Gallery and the Public” (London, 
November 2 to 16) are among some 
enterprising new ventures in the British 
Council’s course programme for 1950. 

Courses will also be held on “ Housing 
and Town Planning” (Liverpool, May 11 
to 31) and “Town and Country Plan- 
ning in Scotland” (Edinburgh, October 
6 to 20). 

The British Council’s programme of 
courses for 1950, now being distributed 
in some 60 countries in all parts of the 
world, announces 48 new courses to be 
held in more than 24 different centres in 
England, Scotland and Wales between 
March and November. 

Length of the courses averages two or 
three weeks; and individual fees, fixed at 
the most economic rate, range from £16 
to £35 exclusive of fares to and from 


Great __ Britain. More than _ 1,000 
specialists from overseas are expected to 
take part. 


In view of the many disappointed ap- 
plicants last year, the number of places 
available to teachers has been increased; 
the formal announcement is also made 
of a service that has already been grow- 
ing steadily, particularly over the last 
year. This is the arrangement on request 
of a limited number of study tours for 
groups of between five and 15 people 
studying one particular subject. 


The American Architectural Student. 
THE view -that “there are more good 
young architects being turned out... 
in the United States than ever before and 
more than anywhere else in the world 
to-day,” was expressed by Mr. George 
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Howe, newly appointed Chairman of the 
Yale Department of Architecture. Pro- 
fessor Howe discussed in his address 
the common criticisms of architectural 
schools by architects concernitg lack of 
adequate preparation for a professional 
career. . 

“In the midst of all this interest in the 
preparation of students for immiediate 
usefulness,” he recently stated, “ we must 
not lose sight of the fact that the primary 
purpose of architectural schools is to 
create architects, not to prepare draughts- 
men for office work. Draughtsmen as such 
can probably be better prepared in tech- 
nical schools and offices. The compara- 
tive success that architectural sc ools 
have achieved in creating architects is 
easier to estimate than their alleged 
failure in preparing draughtsmen, for it is 
visible to the eye in our buildings, and 
it is not unworthy of admiration.” 

Professor Howe said that more good 
young architects are being prepared for 
practice now because of the “ encourage- 
ment of free individual development in 
the field of design.” 


Yale’s City Planning Course. 

A NEW courRSE in city planning, leading 
to the degree of Master of City Planning, 
has been established in Yale University’s 
Department of Architecture. The new 
course will begin in September and will 
require two years of study. It will be 
on a graduate level and will be open to 
a limited number of architects, landscape 
architects, civil engineers, and others who 
already hold a professional degree in a 
related field. It is hoped to produce a 
type of planner well trained in the 
sciences, in administration, and in civic 
design. In addition to regular classroom 
work, students will participate in actual 
projects arranged by Yale in co-operation 
with public and private agencies. 


Inland Water Survey Committee. 

THe work of the Inland Water Survey, 
which was interrupted by the war, has 
now been resumed and the Government 
have decided to reconstitute the Inland 
Water Survey Committee as follows: 

Major-General G. Cheetham, C.B., 
D.S.O., M.C., chairman; Mr. R. H. Cuth- 
bertson, A.M.I.C.E.; Mr. A. A. Fulton, 
M.LC.E.; Mr. W. H. Haile, O.B.E., 
M.ILLCE.; Mr MM. G. Ionides, 
A.M.LC.E.; Capt. W. N. McClean, 
A.M.LC.E.; Mr. J. D. Peattie, M.I-E.E.; 
Mr. N. J. Pugh, C.B.E., M.I.C.E.; Mr. 
L. A. Rhodes, M.B.E., A.M.I.C.E.; Dr. 
L. Dudley Stamp, C.B.E.; Mr. C. A. 
Wilson, M.1.C.E. . ‘ 

The secretary to the committee is Mr. 
M. R. P. Gregson, LL.B., the Ministry of 
Health, Whitehall, London, S.W.1. 


L.C.C. Architect’s Department. 

THE Lonpon County Counci has 
appointed Mr. Colin A. Lucas, B.A. 
(Cantab), F.R.I.B.A., Mrs. R. Stjern- 
stedt, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.L, and Mr. 
H. G. Gillett, A.R.I.B.A., to the new 
Housing Division of the Architect’s 
Department. ; 

Mr. Lucas was formerly a partner in 
the firm of Connell, Ward and Lucas, and 
in recent years has been engaged in re- 
search, including research on the plan- 
ning and equipment of houses, with the 
Ministry of Home Security, the .D.S.LR. 
and the M.o.W. 

Mrs. Stjernstedt (née Owen Smith) 
worked for a number of years in Sweden 
and has been employed more recently as 
a senior architect by the Stevenage 
Development Corporation. Mr. Gillett, 
who obtains promotion, has been a mem- 
ole of the Architect’s department since 
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M.o.H. Appointment. 

THE Rt. Hon. ANEURIN BEVAN, M.P., 
Minister of Health, has appointed Mr. 
W. D. Griffiths, M.P., Exchange Division 
of Manchester, to be his Parliamentary 
Private Secretary. 


Professional Announcements. 

‘ HH. 8. Havonton, L-R.I.B.A., and Mr. 
S. W. Hoorway, F. R.LGS., hitherto practising 
as ‘H. 8. Haughton and Partners, quantity sur- 
veyors, at Plymouth, Exeter and Bristol, have 
terminated their partnership by mutual agree- 
ment as from April 5, after which date Mr. H. S. 
Haughton will continue to practise as H. 8. 
Haughton and Partners at 14, Glenwood-road, 
Mannamead, Plymouth, and 4, Northernhay- 
place, Exeter, taking into partnership Mr. F. J. 
Cuartes, F.1.QS8., and Mr. A. J. CUwLtey, 
A.R.ICS. Mr. 8.’ W. Hookway will succeed to 
the Bristol branch “{ the Fg pores and continue 
it under the style of 8. W. Hookway and Com- 

any, at Old Bank-chambers, 36, Corn-street, 

ristol, 1. 

Messrs. Geo. T. Brown anv Son, F.R.I.B.A., 
51, Fawcett-street, Sunderland, announce that 
as from March 3i their address will be Bar- 
clays Bank-chbrs., 53, Fawcett-street, Sunder- 
land. 

Mr. Grevitte Marriott, A.R.1.C.8., chartered 
quantity surveyor, has opened an office at 14, 
Park-lane, Southwick, Sussex. He would be 
glad to receive trade price lists, catalogues, etc.. 
at that address. 

Mr. Lewis M. Brenner, A.R.I.C.S., chartered 
quantity surveyor, has commenced practice on 
his own account at 4, ‘Holborn-place, W.C.1 
(Tel. : Chancery 8471), where he would be glad 
to receive trade catalogues, etc. 

Mr. Kenneta G. Barser, A.R.I.C.S., chartered 
quantity surveyor, 31, Ingleboro’ -drive, Purley, 
has opened offices at 50, George-street, Croydon 
(tel. Croydon 796), at which address he will 
be pleased to receive trade literature. 


COMING EVENTS 
Wednesday, April 12. 

INSTITUTION OF IEATING AND VENTILATING 
Enoineers.—‘ Some Aspects of_ Air Cordition- 
ing in the Tropics,” by Dr. J. J. O’Dwyer, 
C.B.E., M.B., B.Ch. Institution rs Mechanical 
Engineers, Storey’s-gate, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

L.M.B.A. CentraL Area No. 1.—86ih Area 
meeting preceded by lunch, Derry and Tom's 
Restaurant, Kensington “High-street, W.8. 


12.45 p.m. 
Thursday, April 13. 
ARCHITECTURAL AssociaTiIon.—Annual recéption. 
34, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 8.30 p.m 


Town PLanninc InstiTuTe.—‘* Planning and 
Estate Management,” by 4H. Wells, 
F.R.LC.S., Livingstone Hall, Pt West- 
minster, London, 8.W.1. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF HEATING AND VENTILATING 
ENGINEERS, BIRMINGHAM AND District BRaNco.— 
“The Principles involved in Construction of 
an Ideal Ductwork Installation,” by Capt. 
Philip Gardner, V.C., M.C. The Imperial Hotel, 
Birmingham. 6.30 p.m. 


CHARTERED AUCTIONEERS’ AND Estate AGENTS’ 
InstituTe.—Short addresses on the “ Develop- 
ment of Valuation Methods.” by Messrs. G. D. 
Blake, M.A., J. A. Hinks, B-Sc., and C. D. 
Pilcher. 29, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C2. 6 p.m. 


Friday, April 14. 


INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED ARCHITECTS.—Council 
meeting and A.G.M. St. Ermin’s Hotel. Caxton- 
street, S.W.1. 4.30 and 6.15 p.m. respectively. ° 


Lonpon_ Buttpers’ ForREMEN’s ASSOCIATION.— 
A. G. Elliott on “ Practical Problems of 
Memorial Hall, Farringdon-street, 
4. 6.30 p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1850 
Saturday, April 6, 1850. 
THE LIGHT AND HEALTH TAXES 

THE efforts of those who desire to 
abolish the abominable window duty 
should not be relaxed. Although passed 
over by Sir Charles Wood, the cause is 
not hopeless. We have reason to believe 
that the Board of Health have, both 
before and since the Budget speech, made 
some very stringent representations on 
the subject, and we are satisfied that 
there must be a modification. 

Petitions should be sent to both Houses, 
and no exertions spared to get rid of a 
tax injurious to architectural progress, 
health and morals. ... 

Again we say, PETITION. 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING 


Is it Compatible with Personal 
Freedom ? 


By Sir George L. Pepler, C.B., P.T.P.I. 


F recent years, the term “planning” 

has come into disrepute in some 
quarters because in some forms it 
suggests a complete ordering of 
people’s lives to the extinction of per- 
sonal liberty. 

Because it is a form of “ planning,” 
Town and Country Planning has not 
been altogether free from this sus- 
picion, despite the fact that without 
it the individual cannot possibly have 
the freedom to enjoy life to the full 
in the best possible environment. For 
example, one cannot feel free if there 
is a possibility that on the land adjoin- 
ing one’s home, someone else is free 
to erect a noisy factory. One does 
not feel free if one’s life is daily 
endangered by traffic because the old 
street pattern has not been adapted 
to give safe and speedy passage to the 
modern automobile. It is a poor form 
of freedom which allows the worker 
to spend much time and money and 
suffer serious discomfort in daily 
travel to and from his place of 
employment. 

The fact is that because land is the 
ultimate platform of all human activity 
(e.g., work, homes, recreation, trans- 
port, food ’ production) and is limited 
in amount, there must be a plan in 
order to ensure that the freedom of 
one activity does not interfere with 
that of another. Indeed, the object of 
town and country planning i is to secure 
the best use of land, to harmonise uses 
which might otherwise be antagonistic 
and to provide the best possible 
surroundings in which people will be 
free to enjoy a full life of their own 
choosing. 

The evolution of town and country 
planning in this country is an inter- 
esting example of this point. It began 
officially in 1909, due to the propa- 
ganda of housing enthusiasts (of all 
shades of political opinion) who saw 
that their efforts which were securing 
the improvement of the standard of 
the house would prove futile unless 
that house was also given the right 
environment. During the next ten 
years, interrupted by the first world 
war, it became plain that the environ- 
ment of the home was related to the 
place of work and to places of shop- 
ping, assembly and recreation, and that 
town was related to town and to the 
country. This led to the passing of 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1919, which made regional planning 
possible. 

Further experience made still more 
clear that town and country must be 
planned together, as otherwise there 
was a danger of the former spreading 
its tentacles too far into the latter. 
This led to the passing of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1932, 
which continued to operate until the 
>. of 1947 came into operation in 
1948. 
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At the outbreak of the second world 
war the report of the Royal Com- 
mission on the Distribution of the 
Industrial Population was published. 
It shifted the emphasis of town and 
country planning from the preservation 
or securing of amenity to the impor- 
tance of finding the right places for 
industry and a proper relationship 
between population and industry. It 
also drew attention to the necessity to 
decentralise people and industry from 
the great urban agglomerations, which 
must then undergo planned reconstruc- 
tion. During the war the Committee 
on Land Utilisation in ‘Rural Areas 
drew attention to the important part 
that agriculture must play in planning 
and emphasised the need to preserve 
amenity and for national parks. Also 
the Expert Committee on Compensa- 
tion and Betterment made plain that 
worthwhile planning could not be 
accomplished if the old methods of 
assessing compensation and betterment 
were allowed to continue, and recom- 
mended a complete alternative. These 
three reports—known by the names 
of their respective chairmen: Barlow, 
Scott, Uthwatt—were also all emphatic 
that town and country planning must 
be conceived and directed on a nation- 
wide scale. 


The measures passed to meet some 
of the main recommendations of the 
three reports include: 


(a) Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1943, which provided 
for the appointment of a Minister 
“ charged with the duty of securing 
consistency and continuity in the 
framing and execution of a national 
policy with respect to the use and 
development of land throughout 
England and Wales.” 


(b) The New Towns Act, 1946. 
which provided the machinery and 
finance necessary to create garden 
cities, mainly to accommodate the 
overspill of people and industry 
from congested urban centres. 


(c) The Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, 1947, which made a clean 
cut of the obsglete methods of com- 
pensation and betterment, and pro- 
vided the machinery and finance for 
reconstructing war-damaged or 
obsolete urban areas. 


(d) The National Parks and 
Access to the Countryside Act, 1949, 
which made national parks a practi- 
cal proposition. 


This very brief summary indicates 
that in Great Britain the conspectus 
of Town and Country Planning has 
developed, under all political parties, 
from a local to a national scale, from 
the environment of the home to the 
location of industry, from the preser- 
vation of the countryside as an amenity 
to the realisation of the fundamental 
importance of a. The broad 
aim may be said ‘to have been to 
enable the people to enjoy the freedom 
of using land to their and its best 
advantage. There is argument as to 
whether the best method has been 
adopted to secure this final end, but 
none as to the necessity for abolishing 
the old state of affairs. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of tmterest to our sbelee 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of corres ts, @ 
oblige us if they will express their views as bricfiy 
as possible.) 


Architects and Local Government. 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


wiIR,—The action taken by the Chelsea 
Borough Council, in appointing the 
Borough Engineer to supervise their 
future housing, is quite understandable 
where the committee concerned is com- 
posed of members who see no difference 
between an Architect and an Engineer. 


This unfortunate belief is all too 
prevalent amongst the lay public, and 
‘reflects an attitude which is well ex- 
pressed by a borough councillor who was 
heard to say recently: “ Well, the Archi- 
tect is all right in matters of theory, but 
surely the Borough Engineer is better 
when it comes to practical matters.” It 
is difficult to persuade a housing com- 
mittee to appoint a private architect to 
carry out their work when there is already 
* > oes (or engineer) on the council 
staff. 

The committee must not be blamed for 
this short-sighted view. They are not 
architects and it is extremely unlikely 
that the profession is represented on that 
committee. If architects were to take 
an interest in local government, and 
serve on all committees concerned with 
building and amenities, they would then 
be in a position to put forward the views 
of their profession and get the sort of 
architecture they want. 

No architect can produce good archi- 
tecture without the support of an 
enlightened committee. 

GorDON Tait, F.R.I.B.A. 

10, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 


The Industry’s Part in Research 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
IR,—I have been more than usually 
interested in your last two leading 
articles because it was in an attempt 
to build up a building research organisa- 
tion such as you visualise that the House- 
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Building Industries’ Standing Committee 
was established during the war. As your 
readers may know, this organisation was 
set up only as an ad hoc committee to 
do a specific job of demonstrating to the 
public and the industry generally the 
results of research which had been carried 
on during the war, and to present designs 
for the immediate post-war house of 1,000 
ft. super. When the job was completed 
there were some members of the Com- 
mittee who saw no further use for such 
an organisation, and so it was disbanded. 

There were, however, some members 
who were and still are convinced that 
such an organisation can serve a most 
useful purpose for all concerned—not the 
least of these being the public. After a 
year’s research work and discussion, but 
with a great deal of enthusiasm and very 
little finance, the Building Progress Group 
was formed in August last supported by 
some leading industrialists and a few 
builders. The main objects of the Group 
are: 

1. To bring together in one organisa- 
tion men of wide technical knowledge, 
experience and goodwill from the manu- 
facturing, distributing, constructional and 
professional sections of the industry for 
the purpose of pooling and interchanging 
their knowledge for practical purposes; 

To promote practical demonstra- 


tions and experimental building 
embodying scientific and technological 
improvements; 


To encourage better standards of 
workmanship, craftsmanship and esthetic 
qualities in building with due considera- 
tion as to cost: 

4. To encourage public interest in the 
fundamentals of good building and 
design; and 

5. To co-operate with central and/or 
local authorities to whom the services 
of the Group may be deemed acceptable. 

In order to implement those aims and 
objects, the Group’s first activity was 
to prepare plans, bills of quantities and 
specifications for a Terrace of Houses and 
flats which would demonstrate: 

a. Whole house heating combined 
with domestic water heating, or cooking 
combined with water heating with 





COLLEGE OF AERONAUTICAL AND AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERING.—A perspective drawin 
by Oliver Bland of a scheme prepared by Craig Hall and Co., chartered surveyors, for the socenetrestion 


following war damage of the College of Aeronautical and Automobile 


Engineering, Sydney-street, Chelsea. 


It is proposed to raise the height of the building ultimately to four storeys. 
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separate space heating units—thus con- 
serving but developing the full use of 
available domestic fuel; 


b. Improved methods of insulation 
for sound and heat, discriminating be- 
tween the needs of the constantly 
heated house for the family and the 
intermittently heated flats; 

c. Improved plumbing system, intro- 
ducing compact installations which 
would be entirely frost free; and 

d. Scientific artificial lighting, de- 
signed to reduce eye strain and to pro- 
vide lighting points where needed for 
work and relaxation. 

All possible assistance and encourage- 
ment were forthcoming from the Govern- 
ment departments concerned and the 
building of the first demonstration terrace 
was commenced at Orpington by Messrs. 
Davis Estates, Ltd. (who are builder- 
members of the Group) last week. During 
the long period involved in selecting 
materials and equipment which would do 
the job at an economic price, the Group 
enjoyed the co-operation of no fewer than 
fifteen research organisations as well as 
that of leading scientists. 

Through the Group, these plans, bills of 
quantities and specifications are now 
available to all local authorities and 
builders who care to avail themselves of 
the service for an inclusive but reasonable 
fee. During the construction of the ter- 
race it is hoped to organise a two-day 
school for builders’ staffs so that they 
will not only hear papers read by the 
technological experts responsible for the 
new installations, but will also see the 
job in progress on the site. The Group 
also arranged invitations to the Annual 
Convention of the National Association of 
Home Builders of the U.S. for members 
who cared to join the 13,000 American 
builders who attended. Contacts have 
been established with the industries in 
France, Belgium, Holland, Denmark, 
Germany and Sweden. 

The Group should now be progressing 
with its second project, but those few who 
have financed the work cannot continue 
to do so indefinitely and owing to the 
limitations placed on building few, if any, 
are prepared to finance such an organisa- 
tion from which they are unlikely to 
derive benefit. 

In view of the great amount of work 
which has already been done, I would 
like your readers to know that young as 
our organisation is, our attempt to set up 
an organisation for practical research 
within the industry has received the sup- 
port of Government and local authority 
departments, and the Group has appre- 
ciated the co-operation within the limited 
scope of its activities. This encourages 
us to believe that if the response from 
the industries concerned were greater, 
something really worthwhile would be the 
result. What the work now needs, how- 
ever, is finance to build on the foundations 
which already exist, and the enthusiasm of 
members of the building industry. 

S. GRAHAME Ross, 
Chairman, Building 
Progress Group, Ltd. 
4, Manchester-square, W.1. 


OBITUARY 
Herbert A. Legge, A.R.LB.A. 


With regret we record the death on 
March 16 at Sidmouth of Herbert Arthur 
Legge. He was articled to H. Simpson 
Legge, F.R.I.B.A., and was a student at 
University College and the Architectural 
Association. Elected an Associate of 
the R.I.B.A. in 1895, he retired just 
before the late war. 
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ORGANISATION OF ARCHITECTS’ OFFICES 
6.—The Office of E. WAMSLEY LEWIS, F.R.IB.A. 


EFORE the last war a_ smail 
country practice would begin 
with the aid of a typist and junior 
draughtsman, and as more or bigger 
jobs arrived, junior and senior assis- 
tants would be engaged to cope with 
the work. The principal would have 
to look after the administration of the 
office himself, until he could afford an 
efficient secretary to share the burden 
of keeping up with correspondence; 
she would be responsible for the corre- 
spondence files, keeping the office 
accounts, attending to callers and save 
an enormous amount of time by look- 
ing after the telephone. 


PRIMCIPAL 
Nite eail 


\ 
ASSISTANTS 







* 


PRE 
Quality of Assistance 

Since the war, the output per man 
on the office staff is generally lower, 
his work is of a poorer standard, and 
worst of all, his memory is shocking. 
The naive questions that are put to 
one by the younger members who 
come to the office as junior draughts- 
men direct from school can be attri- 
buted to the lack of continuity of 
school training and the strain directly 
attributed to the war. Powers of 
observation are surprisingly lacking 
in those who choose our profession 
for their career. One would expect 
not to have to tell anybody before 
the war that the keyhole of a door 
is not remote from the spindle of the 
handle in relation to the opening edge 
of a door, nor would one have had 
to explain what a chancel is. There 
are men who have passed through a 
full architectural school course and the 
final exams who will draw a chimney 
stack in a roof valley or ask what a 
lead tray is. They might draw a 
steel frame or ferro-concrete detail 
quite correctly, but fail to show suit- 
able foundations for an 11-in. hollow 
brick wall. This-sort of thing means 
that someone in the office has to spend 
much time in watching over the un- 
reliability of the others; the principal, 
being probably too busy himself, will 
have to engage an extra first-class 
senior assistant for the purpose. Only 
when he possesses the practical con- 
structive sense to produce quickly a 
drawing giving the builder the pre- 
cise information he requires to know 
is the assistant of real use to his 
employer. 

In a big town the architect can 
more easily obtain first-class men to 
help him; few of the brighter men 
want to start their careers in the 
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country and since the war, with the 
shortage of houses, there is the addi- 
tional difficulty of finding living 
quarters for new staff. It is also more 
difficult to obtain temporary help in 
times of emergency, if one practises 
in the country, for there is no float- 
ing body of assistants to draw upon. 
One is luckier if one happens to prac- 
tise within a short run of one of the 
architectural schools. The better re- 
muneration now offered by the local 
authorities increases the difficulty of 
obtaining assistants in the private 
office and many young men believe 
that there is greater security in an 
appointment to a County or Borough 
Council Architect’s Department. 


Extra Post-War Work 


The country architect has to take 
in numerous very small jobs each of 
which might entangle him in as much 
administrative work as a single big 
building. Before the war such work 
seldom paid much profit beyond the 
cost of efficientiy carrying out the 
work. To-day the situation is con- 
siderably worse, for in spite of the 
slightly higher scale of fees now 
allowed by the R.I.B.A. for work up 
to £4,000, much time is required in 
every case to cope with the additional 
work involved by the constantly 
changing licence regulations, both for 
buildings and materials, the require- 
ments of the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, dealing with the Land Board, 
War Damage Claims, etc. 

Before the war clients would receive 
sketch schemes from which the archi- 
tect would assess the probable cost. 
This sometimes produced a financial 
shock and the client would probably 
drop out to take up no more of one’s 
time. To-day one’s clients are invari- 
ably in desperate need of their build- 
ing and are already aware that its cost 
will be high, and will not drop out 
until they have been definitely 
refused a licence and have been given 
no hope of obtaining one. For this 
stage to be reached, complete working 
drawings, specification and probably a 
bill of quantities would have been pro- 
duced, together with an estimate from 
a builder. Whereas, before the war, 
one was seldom called upon to send 
more than three sets of the drawings 
to the local authority for approval, 
since the war, as many as Seven sets 
and five copies of the specification have 
been demanded, although four or five 
sets of the drawings are more usual, 
and three copies of the specification. 


Licence Regulations 


Until recently one had to produce 
the client’s “ sob story ” to accompany 
one’s application for a private building 
licence. As part of one’s job to pro- 
duce a house an architect might even 
feel it necessary to request his client 
to produce more children. In the case 
of an alteration to a farmhouse that 
had been bought by a father for his 
son, still on active service, who was 
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expected to return complete with wife, 
a licence was granted, but within a 
week it was withdrawn until the 
marriage licence of the son could be 
produced. Considerable time was spent 
with clients in finding out how best 
their needs for living accommodation 
could be met when restricted to an 
area of 900 or 1,000 sq. ft. Further 
time was required of the architect to 
consider how the single house could 
be built within the licenseable amount; 
his best means of research was to 
study not only the articles in the 
current technical journals for fresh 
ideas of cheap construction but also 
the advertisements which he now reads 
more diligently than before the war for 
ways and means of achieving the 
object! Having decided upon his 
materials and construction, it was then 
no easy matter to find a builder who 
would undertake the erection within 
the lawful limits. 

When the licenseable area was 
increased first to 1,100 ft. sup. and 
then to 1,500 ft. sup., many projects 
consisting of complete working draw- 
ings for houses based on the early 
limit of 1,000 sq. ft. were still lying 
in the offices of the local authorities 
awaiting licences; most of the clients 
would call for the plans to be re- 
designed to a larger capacity and this 
usually involved re-writing the specifi- 
cation, too. To add to the tribulation, 
these clients would often be very 
annoyed if warned that they would 
have to pay for the new designs. 


The Problem of Materials 


Difficulties arising from the restric- 
tions and shortage of materials would 
affect all architects in the same way, 
but the different attitudes of various 
local authorities to building licences 
affect the country architect very con- 
siderably. Some rural district authori- 
ties interpret the regulations very 
curiously and with little reasonable- 
ness, sometimes over-severely whilst 
others read them loosely. When faced 
with a senseless restriction from one 
borough council with which I had con- 
siderable dealings, I approached the 
town clerk to explain the different 
attitude generally adopted elsewhere, 
and the apparent reason for the 
regulation in the first place. He said 
that it was the interpretation of his 
committee that affected the case, not 
mine. 

A new problem of expedition arises 
for the organisation of the office in 
the case of the client without even a 
site who has been promised a licence 
if he can present his scheme within two 
months. This is another indication of 
the lack of appreciation of those, even 
only just outside the profession, of the 
actual work a serious architect has to 
accomplish before presenting his plans, 
for it presupposes that one can get 
down immediately to the problem like 
a speculative builder who just adds 
one more repetition to his row of 
villas on their standard narrow plots. 
The client of this category naturally 
supposes that his architect will be able 
to complete his stuff from scratch 
within the two months’ period and 
will probably also expect the right type 
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of site will be produced from under 
the architect’s hat. 


Town and Country Planning Act 


All offices are now affected by the 
regulations of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, but the country archi- 
tect is specially affected where plans 
for houses and small jobs are passed 
under the Act by a borough council 
who has been delegated with powers 
by the county planning officer. Under 
these circumstances it will still some- 
times be found safer to submit a 
design that resembles a speculative 
builder’s villa rather than a real con- 
tribution to modern architecture. One 
can appeal to the county planning 
Officer, but he might not be an archi- 
tect himself and he may have no 
trained architect upon his staff, and 
would probably be biased to favour 
the decision of his subsidiary office. 
Whether one argues and wins or re- 
designs the scheme wholly or in part, 
much valuable time is wasted. 


Land Board 


Most of the clients of a country 
practice will consult the architect 
about the charges of the Central Land 
Board, and he certainly appears to be 
the best equipped man to argue with 
the assessor. There seem to be no 
standard valuations, for assessments 
vary enormously in different parts of 
the country and in the same locality. 
It is obvious that the assessors base 
their figures on precedence, so the 
architect should be very cautious in 
giving in to a high assessment. 


Quantities 

The rule of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers 
that any job costing £1,500 or more 
must not be priced by more than one 
builder without a bill of quantities, 
has resulted in a further delay for a 
great many small jobs because there 
are not sufficient quantity surveyors to 
cope with preparation of so many bills. 
Since the smallest cottage exceeds this 
amount, unless the limit is raised, even 
architects with small practices will be 
driven to employ a quantity surveyor 
on his staff or suffer the annoyance 
to his client of further delay. The 
bills of quantities have to be prepared 
before a licence is applied for, and 
the client is always anxious to know 
the result of his application as quickly 
as possible. 


Contractors 


The present shortage of building 
labour increases the difficulty of find- 
ing a contractor to tackle the jobs. 
It is easier to find a firm to tackle 
the bigger jobs for local authorities 
than it is to find someone to build a 
licenseable private house or .a small 
alteration. The country architect must 
build up his list of local contractors 
and sub-contractors and acquaint him- 
self of their varying capacities for the 
different types of work. He will then 
most probably have a_ particular 
builder in mind as being the most 
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suitable for each job as it comes to 
the office and so will be able to give 
the client some assurance or otherwise 
of the probability of being able to 
have the job built expeditiously. 

Many small builders both in the 
towns and rural districts seem 
incapable of keeping proper costs of 
works during progress, and will not 
produce regular periodic accounts. 
With the increase in cost plus profit 
jobs since the war, upon which basis 
many repair and alteration jobs must 
be undertaken, this lack of proper 
statements from the builder is one of 
the major worries; the architect has 
not only his normal obligation to his 
client to control the expenditure, but 
must endeavour to complete the build- 
ing within the sum permitted by the 
licence. 


Costing 

To arrive at an approximate cost 
by the normal means of cubic 
measurement was almost impossible 
during the first inflationary post-war 
years. If one attempted it, one was 
soon confronted by shocks. Those 
builders who had been fortunate to 
retain or get back from the services 
their better pre-war foremen would be 
able to ascertain with some reasonable 
approximation the time it would take 
-to complete a job and its probable 
cost; with new foremen of unknown 
ability, and teams of operatives of 
the lower post-war capacity, the con- 
tractor himself was usually quite 
incapable of judging the cost. How 
much more diffident should the archi- 
tect be to give even a wild guess. The 
more stable conditions of to-day and 
the number of recently completed 
works of a similar nature which offer 
a criterion make it possible once 
again to be able to work out costs 
by cubic measurement. 


Forms 


The various Ministries, however, 
produce numerous forms on which 
one has to show the cost per ft. sup. 
of floor area inside external walls, 
which is the method adopted for 
licensing purposes for private dwell- 
ings and local authority housing. 
Other forms require numerous calcu- 
lations to be made, such as cost per 
place for schools, and there are also 
the quantities of steel and timber to 
be assessed. 


The Post-War Office 


These additional post-war tasks 
which confront one when each new 
job comes into the soffice are mostly 
concerned with administration. The 
architect naturally feels his main 
interest is in the drawing office, but 
to-day he would have very little time 
to devote to the drawing board if he 
had not capable helpers, especially in 
the secretarial department, to relieve 
him of the enormous extra work 
involved by the new regulations. It 
will not be surprising, therefore, to 
find the number of people engaged in 
the secretarial and administrative 
department equal to the number in the 
drawing office. 
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ACCOUNTS 





POST WAR OFFICE 


To have a pigeon-hole mind is 
invaluable, but in case of failure, or 
the lack of it, detailed diaries must 
be kept by each member of the staff 
and another diary in one form or 
another must be kept for every job. 
The staff diaries are necessary to show 
the cost to the architect in preparing 
each job. To organise the office the 
principal must make up his mind what 
he will delegate to others and what he 
will be able to do himself. He will 
be expected to interview clients and 
attend upon committees, and he must 
control the correspondence. In the 
smallest office he will primarily con- 
sider what he can delegate to the 
secretary, and then to his chief assis- 
tant. Much of the information to be 
found in the correspondence files 
should be known in the drafting office, 
and for this organisation is essential, 
otherwise letters will be mislaid and 
much time wasted. 

TRAVELLERS: Travellers from 
various firms are of greater use to 
the country practitioner who cannot 
spare time to rush up to town to find 
out about new materials. A good 
secretary will, with practice, discover 
whom the principal would like to 
interview and whom might usefully 
be seen by an assistant. 


CATALOGUES: In the smallest office, 
trade catalogues are better kept under 
the watchful eye of the secretary 
unless the chief assistant can find a 
suitable home for them where they 
are not likely to be mislaid. 

TECHNICAL JOURNALS: Technical 
journals should be delivered to the 
principal’s desk, and when he has 
picked up the essential information, 
they should be passed round the draw- 
ing office and returned to the princi- 
pal’s office. In my office, I take out 
any useful articles and illustrations for 
filing under various subjects in some 
80 box files, the remainder being 
handed to juniors to extract and file 
any further information they require 
before they are thrown away. 

PRINTING DRAWINGS: Printing 
machines take up valuable floor space, 
and if there is not sufficient room in 
the office, a printing firm is to be 
found in any sizeable town. If none 
exists in the town where one practises, 
negatives can be sent by post and prints 
received back in two days. A small 
machine to take up to Imperial size 
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drawings is very useful, especially 
when a job has to be rushed through, 
but a junior should be delegated to 
attend to it. 

Dupticator: An architect seldom 
requires a great number of copies of 
any document, but often requires more 
copies of a specification than can be 
put through a typewriter in one opera- 
tion. If quantities are taken out in 
the office, such a machine is essential. 

THE SECRETARIAL STAFF: The secre- 
tarial staff is responsible for all typing, 
answers to letters and filing corres- 
pondence. Particular duties are to: 

Type specifications and other docu- 

ments; 

Keep a letter book; 

Be responsible for office diaries; 

Attend to appointments of the 

principal; 

Attend to the telephone and keep 

a record of calls; 

Keep the office petty cash book and 

keep the office accounts; 

Attend to matters concerning fees, 

sending out accounts when due; 
Make payment of wages to staff; 
Make out cheques and cash pay- 
ments; . 

Attend to income tax and national 
insurances of staff and fire insur- 
ances of office,. etc.; 

To arrange for office cleaning; and 

Prepare the forms required by local 

authorities. 

The post-war additions to this list 
are to: 

Attend to the considerable work 

involved by P.A.Y.E.; ; 

Make out applications for licences 

on the various forms applicable 


to the type of building; 
Prepare the forms for the Ministry 
of Town and Country Planning; 
Prepare the various special forms 
applicable to the various types of 
buildings required by the appro- 
priate Ministries: 


Conduct correspondence dealing 
with Land Board Claims; 

Prepare the various documents 
required by the War Damage 
Commission; and 

Check builders’ accounts. 

It is obvious that extra staff will 
be required to attend to this, and it 
seems best to divide the work up into 
three departments of general corres- 
pondence, accountancy, and job 
administration. 


New Administration Staff 


In a small office the new adminis- 
tration department might be carried 
out by one man. He would be respon- 
sible for keeping the job diaries, both 
for progress in the office and work on 
the site, and since he will be more 
closely associated with the drawing 
office than the secretarial office he 
should be a man with some good 
experience of building work. He will 
keep the car log book, attend to 
travellers, and the trade catalogues. 
As new jobs come in he would be 
responsible for ascertaining from the 
local authorities and others the 
required information about ‘sewers, 
water, electrical and gas services, 
party wall restrictions and rights of 
light, and would delegate suitable 
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members of the drawing office staff 
to survey the site. At an early stage, 
he will find out which contractors are 
suitable for each new job or whether 
they are too busy to tackle it and 
others must be found. 

The administrative clerk would also 
attend to the filling in of all the 
various forms for the local authority, 
the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning and the other appropriate 
Ministries concerned with each job. 
He will also be responsible for makin 
out licence applications and for attend- 
ing to the correspondence dealing with 
the Land Board, War Damage Com- 
mission and other Government depart- 
ments where concerned. This requires 
him to have knowledge of the bye-laws 
of various local authorities, the Town 
and Country Planning Act and its 
various amendments, the regulations of 
the War Damage Commission and 
other Government departments; there- 
fore, copies of all such regulations and 
Acts should be kept by him. He will 
also have to be aware of the latest 
licensing regulations, for both building 
and the materials that may be used, 
and consequently should have quick 
access to the technical journals as they 
arrive at the office. Much time will 
consequently be saved in the office 
if someone knows all the regulations 
which restrict the job before it goes 
far in the drawing office. 


Accountant Staff 


In a small office this will probably 
be best if carried out by an individual 
with knowledge of both accountancy 
and quantity surveying. If such a 
person is not available it will prob- 
ably be necessary to have one person 
attached to the secretary’s office to 
keep the office accounts and another 
who will be made responsible for pro- 
ducing approximate estimates, keeping 
the job accounts, involving checking 
all builders’ and _ sub-contractors’ 
accounts, the certificate book and hold 
a constant watching brief for the 
financial position of each job. It will 
be useful if he can take off quantities 
for the very small jobs and occasions 
where no outside professional quantity 
surveyor is able to attend to the job 
in a reasonably short time. One should 
be warned, however, that this might 
easily develop into a considerable staff 
with takers-off and workers-up who 
could seldom be kept busy continu- 
ously in a small office and the expense 
of which would be too great. 


Drawing Office 


The principal will have no time to 
spare to teach and look after juniors 
in the drawing effice. If he is getting 
more local authority work or other big 
jobs he will probably require more 
fully trained senior assistants than he 
had before the war. Each member of 
the drawing office staff -should be 
capable of land surveying and taking 
spot levels, and the seniors be suffi- 
ciently knowledgeable about specifica- 
tions to be able to write them for most 
of the jobs. It is impossible for the 
principal or any single member of the 
staff to have complete mastery of all 
the scientific and mechanical aspects 
of present-day building. Specialists 
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cannot be afforded or continuously 
employed, consequently it is most use- 
ful if the various assistants will have 
among them those who have special- 
ised and acquired more than rudi- 
mentary knowledge of structural steel, 
ferro-concrete, electrical work, lighting 
and heating, and these men can attend 
to the specialists’ part of each job. 

The principal would probably like 
to visit all the works in progress more 
frequently than he is able to, owing 
to the hectic pressure of his work. It 
is apparently best for him to delegate 
the periodic visits to those assistants 
who have been responsible for the 
drawings of the job, as is done in the 
bigger offices. is does give the 
younger men a good opportunity of 
getting to know about the practical 
side of building, and by relieving the 
principal allows him to make more 
frequent inspections of such works as 
church repairs and those places where 
more frequent visits are often neces- 
sary on account of special detailing or 
unusual structural troubles. 

Each chief assistant must keep a 
chart of the progress of operations 
for each of his jobs, both during the 
preparation of drawings and during 
the contractor’s building operations, so 
that he can give, at any moment, any 
information to the administrative 
clerk about any delays or requirements. 

For small jobs it is found that much 
time is saved by avoiding the necessity 
for much half-inch detailing if the 
oii are made to quarter-inch 
scale. 


REBUILDING THE CITY 


Questions About Licences. 


THE QUESTION of the rebuilding of the 
City of London was mentioned at the 
Court of Common Council on March 30. 
CAPTAIN ALFRED INSTONE asked what im- 
provement had resulted from any repre- 
sentation made to the Ministry of Works 
to increase the number of building licences 
for the City; whether the position was 
still represented by the statement made 
last December, that, although permission 
had been given for over £12 million of 
new buildings, building licences were lag- 
ging behind to the extent of £10 million; 
and whether the whole plan for rebuilding 
the (City would not be seriously prejudiced, 
with disastrous loss of markets and export 
business, unless the so-called short-term 
oe of reconstruction was proceeded 
with. 

Mr. C. ERNEST LINK replied that the 
statement stood, except that the £10 
million had become £11 million. While 
the corporation had a deep interest in the 
speedy rebuilding of the City, it was not 
a party to applications by private de- 
velopers for building licences. Large-scale 
development often necessitated the con- 
sent of the Capital Issues Committee. 
That, he thought, was often the primary | 
factor in.determining whether a particular 
—_— for rebuilding could be put in 

and. 


Planning Circular. 


The Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning have recently issued their circu- | 
lar No. 82,.“ Town and County Planning 
(General Development) Order, 1948, De- 
velopment Affecting Trunk Roads.” It 
can be obtained from H.M. Stationery ; 
Office, price 2d. 
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The Fox Inn as rebuilt. 
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General view of public bar. 


The public bar, showing counter. 
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HE brewers’ title deeds for the Fox 
Inn go back to the year 1717. In 
1790 the house, with other property, was 


conveyed to Sir Richard Hotham, of 


Bognor Lodge, now known as Aldwick 
Manor. This Sir Richard Hotham, 
having amassed a fortune, ‘first as a 
hatter and then as an East India 
merchant, began from 1784 onwards to 
purchase land at Bognor, then a hamlet 
of South Bersted, and to ‘convert it 
into a fashionable watering place which 
was for some. years known as “ Hot- 
hampton.” 
his project he became involved in an 
expensive and unsuccessful lawsuit 
which contributed to his death in 1799. 
(See Horsfield’s ‘‘ History of Sussex ” 
(1835), Vol. II, p. 64, in which there is 
a reference to a thatched ‘* Fox” at 
Bognor which Sir Richard enlarged into 
a handsome hotel which was destroyed 
by fire with much neighbouring property 
in 1826. In 1835 the hotel was being 
rebuilt.) 

In 1799 Sir Richard’s executors con- 
veyed the Fox (the first time it is so 
described in the deeds) to the Deerling 
family, the Chichester bankers. In 1815 
the Deerlings conveyed it to William and 
Edward Humphrey, who are believed 
to have founded the Westgate Brewery 
in the middle of the eighteenth century. 
The Humphreys conveyed the property 
with their brewing business to George 
and Robert Henty, the immediate 
predecessors of the present company, 
in 1830. 

The old house was probably of mid- 
or early eighteenth-century date apart 
from a projecting and higher addition 
at the south end added early in the last 
century. The old part of the house was 
remarkable for the great depth of 
the thatch which, at the back of the 
house, was almost 4 ft. in thickness. 
The casement windows of the front 
were surmounted by ‘“* brick eyebrows,” 
and these, with the Fox’s-head knocker 


Before the completion of 
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The Fox Inn before its destruction by fire in 1946. 


on the front door and much of the 
old flint and rubble walling, have 
survived in the rebuilt house. In the 
old public bar was a picture which 
represented an eighteenth-century war- 
ship entering Portsmouth Harbour and 
being saluted by a Revenue cutter. 
Tradition says that the “‘ Fox” of the 
sign is not the animal but a Revenue 
cutter active along the coast in the 
latter years of the eighteenth century, 
and also asserts that George Morland, 
the artist, painted a sign for the house to 
discharge his bill. Although it would 
be nice to think so, it can scarcely be 
claimed that this picture, which perished 
in the 1946 fire, was a painting by 
Morland. 

While a connection with Morland 
may rest only on tradition, William 
Hayley, of Eartham, near Chichester, 
well known in his day as a poet and 
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patron of the arts, owned a Gothic 
villa close to the Fox. Hayley was the 
friend of Romney, Flaxman, Cowpcr, 
and of the poet and painter, William 
Blake. Blake, at Hayley’s suggestion, 
came to live at Felpham in a cottage 
that belonged to the landlord, close to 
the Fox. One evening, finding a 
soldier in his garden, he not unnaturally 
turned him out, letting the man, who 
had been impertinent, know what he 
thought of him. The soldier, who was 
quartered with other Dragoons at the 
Fox Inn, soon took his revenge by 
inventing a charge of sedition against 
Blake. As this happened in the thick 
of the Napoleonic wars, the charge was 
taken seriously, and Blake was tried 
for sedition in the old Guildhall at 
Chichester in 1804. He was acquitted, 
thanks to the evidence of his gardener 
(the ostler of the Fox), the innkeeper, 
his wife and daughter. (See ‘* Memorials 
of old Sussex ” (1909), p. 185.) 


The old house was largely destroyed 
in October, 1946, by a fire which broke 
out in the thatched roof. The architect 
for the new building, Mr. Stanley 
Roth, and the builder, Mr. Bailey, 
and his craftsmen have combined to a 
degree unusual in these days to produce 
a rebuilt ‘‘ Fox” which will worthily 
succeed the old. Save that the thatch 
has given way to tiles, the new building 
generally resembles the old, with flint 
rubble walls, brick quoins and casement 
windows. A new sign, a shell mould 
hood over the main entrance and a 
flattened bow window at the south end 
are new features. 


Inside the house the number of bars 
has been reduced to two, a saloon, 
34 ft. by 16 ft., and a public bar, 29 ft. 
by 12 ft. The saloon bar has lost its 
old low ceilings, although the coffered 
effect of the moulded concrete beams 
supporting the floor above’ is pleasing; 
the old low casements with window 
seats in the thickness of the wall survive 
from the old house, and the walls have 
been panelled with oak panelling 
removed from Westgate House, Chi- 
chester, during recent alterations. The 
panelling was itself moved to Westgate 
House from an old inn in Petersfield in 
the middle of the last century. The 
oak for the block floors on the ground 
foor are from Goodwood. The 
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wrought-iron light fittings, the simple 
period furniture and printed linen 
curtains combine to create an air of 
comfort without being self-consciously 
“period.” The layout of the room 
makes special provision for the service 
of hot snacks from the kitchen above. 
The public bar is light and airy and of an 
unusual though convenient shape. The 
surface beer store incorporates an out- 
building which survived the fire, and 
much attention has been given to its 
layout and to the accessibility and easy 
maintenance of the pipe-runs to the 
beer engines. An attempt has been 
made in the rebuilding to revive some 
of the standard of workmanship more 
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common in better class pre-war work, 
and the detailing has also been a test 
for craftsmanship. In the public bar, 
some of the joinery is the work of a 
one-armed ex-Serviceman. 

The house stands on a spacious site 
and this Spring will see the layout of a 
garden on each side of the house 
with direct access from its appropriate 
bar. The signboard was painted by 
Mr. Ralph Ellis, and the wrought-iron 
a Plgaag executed by a local black- 
smith. 


We are indebted to the editor of 


** A Monthly Bulletin ” for some of our . 


illustrations. 
The general contractors were Messrs. 
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Bailey (Bognor), Ltd., of Felpham, near 
Bognor Regis, and the sub-contractors 
included :-— 

Wood block flooring, D. Franchi and Sons ; 
electrical works, G. Hamilton Cole; iron- 
mongery and glass, Bunce and Co. ; windows 
and lanterns, James Couper and Co., Ltd. ; 
fireplaces, J. T. Craven and Son; fibrous 
plaster shell, Tomei and Sons, Ltd. ; sanitary 
ware, Ockendens; counter tops and beer 
engines, Gaskell and Chambers (London), Ltd. ; 
firebaskets and wrought-iron light fittings, 
T. B. and J. Puttick, Ltd. ; lift, A. Olby and Son, 
Ltd. ; steelwork, Matthew T. Shaw and Co. ; 
sign, Ralph Elis ; suspended floors and precast 
stone, Blokcrete Co., Ltd.; and asphalt, G. 
Asserati, Ltd. 
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General view of saloon bar. 


The saloon bar, showing window seat. 


REBUILDING OF THE FOX INN, FELPHAM.. STANLEY J. ROTH, F.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT 


4 
3 





te 





-=>az 


sa 
wes Ny 


aa 
\ae 


(er 
= 


\F 


THE BUILDER 











Perspective of large saloon bar. 


WINNING DESIGN. By E. POLLAK, V. PRUS, C. HASLER, P. SHARLAND AND R. NEGUS 


PUBLIC HOUSE COMPETITION 


A COMPETITION with the object of raising the standard 

of the English public house has been promoted by 
The Architectural Review. The assessors—Messrs. Hugh 
Casson, F.R.I.B.A. ; J. S. Eagles, M.B.E. ; R. Furneaux 
Jordan, F.R.1.B.A.; E. B. Musman, F.R.I.B.A.; and 
J. M. Richards, A.R.I.B.A.—have now made their award 
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from the 39 designs submitted. The prizes were given by 
the Brewers’ Society. 

lst Prize (£500): E. Pollak, V. Prus, C. Hasler, P. 
Sharland and R. Negus, of 34, Fitzjohn’s-avenue, London, 
N.W.3. (Design No. 11.) 

2nd Prize (£250) : Maurice Russell and Geoffrey Dunn, 
of 44, Minster-road, Bromley, Kent. (Design No. 28.) 

3rd Prize (£100) : Ian Grant and D. B. Bullivant, of 
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WINNING DESIGN. The plan of large saloon and large public bars. 
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Elevation and details. 


131c, Hamilton-terrace, London, N.W.8. (Design No. 12.) 

Commended: Peter Oldfield, of The Old Cottage, 
Horndon-on-the-Hill, Essex (Design No. 18), and Terence 
Bliss and George Subiotto, of 3, Blackburn-road, N.W.6. 
(Design No. 10.) 

The designs are now on view (until April 29) at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum, Cromwell-road, S.W.7 

Designs were to be submitted for the interior treatment 
of four separate, unrelated bars, as follows : 1, Saloon bar 
(1,000 sq. ft.—public space, with provision for snacks) ; 
2, Saloon bar (400 sq. ft.—public space, with provision for 
darts) ; 3, Public bar (800 sq. ft.—public space, with pro- 
vision for darts and other games); and 4, Public bar (200 
sq. ft.) The bars could be of any shape, but the following 
were to be provided in each : access to service ; access to 
entrance ; access to lavatories ; window or windows ; 
fireplace (at discretion). The relationship between the bars 
on plan was not part of the competition, which was not 
intended to be an exercise in public-house planning. The 
aim was to design pub. interiors in a contemporary idiom. 


The Assessors’ Report. 

Following are extracts from the assessors’ report : 
There was a fairly small but very interesting entry, and the 
assessors felt that there were are least a dozen entries that 
broke new ground. The assessors noted in the best designs 
a marked tendency to bring back to the pub. a sense of 
intimacy and enclosure by breaking up the larger bars, 
both in plan and by means of various visual devices. Plan- 





Plan of small saloon and small public bar. 








Lettering details. 


ning, however, unless it was seriously at fault, was not given 
so much weight by the assessors as character, a good use of 
materials and colours, and ideas in design. The assessors 
had no difficulty in choosing about a dozen entries which 
could all be considered as serious candidates for the prizes. 

Ist Prize. No. 11 [Pollak, Prus, Hasler, Sharland and 
Negus] combines more of the required attributes in one 
design than any of the others and is remarkable for its 
spirited and imaginative quality. The bars are airy and full 
of light without being bleak, and they have a lively character 
without indulging in whimsicalities. Though by no means 
conventional, they look like the bars of a pub. The plan 
of all four bars is workmanlike and straightforward and the 
larger bars are suitably broken up so as to give the required 
effect of intimacy, but still to read as a whole. The choice 
of materials suggests that the important factor of ease of 
upkeep has not been forgotten. Finally, the presentation 
is of a very high standard and the report brief but sensible. 

2nd Prize. No. 28 [Maurice Russell and Geoffrey Dunn] 
also maintains a remarkably high standard of presentation. 
Great trouble has been taken in suggesting the actual 
materials to be used and providing samples. Compared 
with the winner’s liveliness and lightness of touch, the 
assessors felt that the bars in this design were a little on the 
polite side, the saloon bars in particular trembling on the 
verge of over-smoothness. They have more the character 
of a hotel lounge than of a real pub. One might distinguish 
between the first and second by saying that the second uses 
the orthodox modern idiom with great virtuosity, to achieve 


Perspective of small saloon bar. 


WINNING DESIGN. By E. POLLAK, V. PRUS, C. HASLER, P. SHARLAND AND R. NEGUS 
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‘*THE PUB IN THE LONDON SCENE” 
A Talk to the London Society 


7". architectural features, history and 
many other characteristics of Lon- 
don’s public-houses were discussed by 
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL JOHN CODRINGTON 
at a meeting of the London Society held 
at the Royal Society of Arts, John Adam- 
street, London, on March 15. The talk 
was called ‘*‘ The London Pub in the Lon- 
don Scene,” and Mr. OsBERT LANCASTER 
was in the chair. 

Colonel Codrington, before showing a 
series of slides of London public-houses, 
said: ‘* Most people, not unreasonably, 
think of pubs as places where they drink 
or, anyhow, as places where other people 
drink. Many people used to think of 
them as dens of iniquity, and from that 
the idea arose that the more ugly the pub 
was the better, because the less likely 
people would be to go into it. It was, 
therefore, considered rather immoral to 
make pubs look nice. I think, however, 
that that attitude is a thing of the past. 
I propose to divide the London pubs into 
three periods: (1) Georgian and early Vic- 
torian; (2) late Victorian and Edwardian; 
and (3) modern—i.e., after the last war 
but one.” ; 

Colonel Codrington then showed slides 
of the George, Southwark; the Anchor, 
Bankside, the Spotted Dog, West Ham; 
the Castle, Battersea; the Hoop and 
Grapes, Aldgate; and the London Ap- 
prentice, Isleworth; and said: ‘* The 
George in Southwark is a very famous 
pub, and it is the only galleried inn left 
in London, although there are others in 
various parts of the country. The 
Anchor on Bankside was rebuilt after the 
fire in Southwark in 1676. It is the only 
pub left on Bankside, where there were 
many in Shakespeare’s day. It used to 
be a temporary hiding-place for prisoners 
who escaped from the Clink prison, which 
was just round the corner. 

“The Spotted Dog is a splendid old 
pub in West Ham. It was used originally 
as the kennels for Henry VIII's hounds 
when he went hunting in Epping Forest. 
and later it became a refuge for Lon- 
doners fleeing from the plague and the 
Fire of London. It is believed that 
Charles II visited it on many occasions. 
The Castle in Battersea High-street used 
to have a good carved sign, and I have 
been told by the landlord that it is being 
repaired by the brewers and will be 
brought back and installed this summer. 
The Hoop and Grapes in Aldgate is a fine 
old pub, and I should also mention the 
Cheshire Cheese, which every American 
knows even if Londoners do not. There 
are some pre-Georgian pubs in the Lon- 
don suburbs, such as the London Appren- 
tice at Isleworth and the famous highway- 
men’s pubs in Hampstead, the Spaniards 
and the Bull and Bush.” 


** Quiet Dignity.”’ 

Colonel Codrington next showed a 
number of slides of Georgian and early 
Victorian public-houses, and in describ- 
ing them said: ‘‘ Many of these pubs are 
in stucco, such as the Punch Bowl in 
Farm-street, Mayfair, which is a quiet, 
dignified little pub, and the Globe in the 
King’s-road. Others are in brick, such 
as the Albion near Barnsbury-square.” 

Referring to the Three Tuns in Portman- 
mews South, the speaker said that, 
according to local tradition at this pub, 
the condemned men were given their last 


meal before they 
were hanged at Ty- 
burn. He contin- 
ued :— 


** The period of the 
Georgian pub, with 
its well-proportioned 
upper storeys and its 
quiet dignity, lasted 
until about the 
middle of the nine- 
teenth century. Then 
came the deluge. 
The bad taste of late 
Victorian and, to 
some extent, [Ed- 
wardian architecture 
can be seen at its 
most frightful in 
some of the pubs, 
which, from_ being 
simple alehouses, be- 
came mere gin pal- 
aces. It was as if 
some rather dubious 
lady at whom people 
had thrown mud 
flaunted herself and 
put on even more bad make-up. The 
pubs became quite frightful and they 
pushed themselves forward and became 
boisterously ugly. Their only redeem- 
ing features are the polished mahog- 
any, of which there are often very good 
specimens inside, and the engraved and 
encrusted glass and mirrors; also the 
curious iron brackets for lamps, which 
have a certain amount of charm. Other- 
wise they are hideous, and in many cases 
there is nothing that a well-intentioned 
brewer can do about them but pull them 
down and start again.” 

Colonel Codrington then showed a 
series of slides of modern public-houses 
and said: “‘ In the case of the modern pub, 
there was an obvious reaction against 
all the florid nonsense of Victorian and 
Edwardian times, and it was not an un- 
mixed blessing, because we first had a 
spate of Ye Olde Tudor, a little bit 
of bogus Stratford-on-Avon suddenly 
thrown into the middle of South London 
The alternative to that was some very 
severe and perfectly correct architectural 
design by some architectural student 
who was probably terrified of being 
thought whimsy or elaborate and so 
made his pub so plain and soulless that 
it was like a police station or a post 
Office.” 

The speaker mentioned various houses 
which, he said, had no humanity in their 
design, although architecturally they were 
often admirable. 


** Beauty Out of Eyesores.”’ 


Proceeding, he said: ‘‘ This takes me 
from the actual architecture to what I 
may call the accretions and adjuncts and 
to the ways in which some of the dullest 
and dreariest pubs could be improved 
and even made into things of beauty in- 
stead of being, as some of them are, eye- 
sores. One would think that, from the 
brewers’ point of view, it would be a 
good thing to have a really nice house, a 
friendly house and a human_ house, 
which would attract attention. 

“There are three main ways in which 
I suggest that a great deal of improve- 
ment could be brought about. The first 
is the elimination or, at any rate, the 
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** Windsor Castle,” St. Marylebone. 


reduction of unnecessary advertising and 
the substitution of well-designed signs. 
The second is the colour-washing and 
painting of the pubs in good, clear, bright 
or light colours. The upper storeys 
could be colour-washed in a pale cream 
or off-white, and the ground floor, which 
from the practical point of view would 
be better in a darker colour, could be 
done in a nice bright green. The third 
method of improvement that I would sug- 
gest is to encourage and almost insist on 
window-boxes with flowers and shrubs in 
tubs, and sometimes creepers. 

‘“*T should like to forestall crifie’sm by 
saying that I do understand some of the 
difficulties. There is the question of ex- 
pense and there is also the difficulty of 
getting licences for alterations. Further- 
more, the planners are at work and often 
the brewery companies do not know 
whether such-and-such a pub is going to 
be planned out of existence. Naturally, 
they do not want to spend money on a 
pub which next year may be town-planned 
out of the way or have a super-cinema, 
or another of the more civilising things 
that we have nowadays, put in its place. 

“With regard to pub signs, in the 
Middle Ages, as you probably know, 
shops and pubs had signs hanging out. 
They were generally painted, sometimes 
they were in wrought iron and sometimes 
they were three dimensional. We can 
imagine how very much they enhanced 
the gaiety of the streets. We see many 
of them in the country to-day, and { 
think that many brewers have been en- 
couraging the putting up of inn signs 
throughout the country. There have been 
cases in which the brewers have removed 
the sign and put in its place an advertise- 
ment for their beer, but I hope and be- 
lieve that the tendency to do that is 
decreasing. 

“T wish I could say that signs were 
being encouraged in London as well as in 
the country districts. Speaking as a 
Londoner and as a member of the Lon- 
don Society, it seems to me that our 
streets, particularly in places like Ber- 
mondsey, Battersea and many other 
boroughs, are very dreary indeed and that 
brightly coloured pub signs could do a 
great deal to make them more cheerful. 
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** Rose and Crown,” 


‘** The virtual disappearance of the free 
house and the rivalry of the big brewing 
firms have produced a rash of advertise- 
ments, especiatly when there are several 
pubs close together. On one pub there 
is an enormous placard— Drink So-and- 
so’s ales ’°—and on the next pub there is 
a still bigger and better advertisement, 
and finally the name of the pub is almost 
eliminated.” 


Pub Signs. 


Speaking of signs outside London 
pubs, he said there were several reasons 
why they had become rare. He con- 
tinued: ** I have dealt with the pernicious 
over-advertising tendency of the brewers, 
but there are other difficulties. One is 
that it is very hard indeed to find a satis- 
factory smoke and fume-resisting material 
whose cost is not prohibitive, but such 
materials do exist and one does not omit 
to have a front door because it has to be 





** King’s Arms,” Kennington. 


THE BUILDER 


Lower Sloane-street. 


painted occasionally, and, anyhow, the 
advertisements have to be painted occa- 
sionally. Another difficulty is that in 
certain boroughs there are bye-laws pro- 
hibiting hanging signs, but they do not 
seem to apply to hanging advertisements. 

“In order to avoid the rule about 
hanging signs, a great deal more use 
could be made of signs on the flat sur- 
faces of buildings. 

‘**T think that some of the money now 
spent on big advertising boards might 
well be spent on making the pubs more 
agreeable to look at, because so many 


people will see them and say: ‘ Oh, isn’t 
that nice ? What is it ? Oh, it’s So-and- 
so’s pub, the Rose and Crown,’ and I 


think that tourists and other people com- 
ing to London would be delighted to see 
these nice pubs with window-boxes. 
Some pubs have them now, but the 
matter is usually left to the individual en- 
thusiasm of the landlord, and I think it 
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** British Flag,’’ Battersea. 
ought to be a concerted effort. Even the 
Government, who have to keep down 


expenditure, have put window-boxes into 
their buildings in Whitehall. 

“T now want to talk about drinking 
outside pubs. We have many foreigners 
coming to England, and there are so few 
places where they can drink outside. 
People say: ‘Oh, but the weather in this 
country is against it.” That was not the 
case last summer, anyhow. 

“‘The Swan in Lancaster Gate is one 
of the very few pubs in London where 
people can sit outside and drink in the 
same free and easy fashion as they can 
in Paris and Brussels. It so happens 
that this building is set back from the 
street, so that people can sit outside the 
pub on its own ground. One of the great 
difficulties in London in this connection 
is the narrowness of the pavements.” 

Lorp LucAN proposed a vote of thanks 
to Colonel Codrington. 
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** The Lincoln,” Blandford-street, W. 
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OLD SOUTHWARK 


A New ‘‘ Survey of London” 
Volume 


@ UPERFICIALLY Southwark is not a 
mb place of visual enchantment; it seems 
to consist of railway viaducts, factories 
and. warehouses—an epitome of nine- 
teenth-century industrialism—freely inter- 
spersed with the rubble-strewn sites of 
bombed buildings. But appearances are 
deceptive, for in this extraordinary maze 
of winding streets and alleys many old 
buildings of architectural interest still sur- 
vive; they mostly have to be looked for, 
but the search is a rewarding one. Almost 
everything that is deserving of notice is 
recorded in the twenty-third volume of 
the great “Survey of London,” entitled 
“ Bankside: Parishes of St. Saviour and 
Christchurch, Southwark,” just issued by 
the London County Council.* 

Southwark has a history that goes back 
to the Roman occupation, but its heyday 
was during the medieval period and the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Its 
greatest treasure, though much restored, is 
of course the Cathedral, which, however, 
because it is already on record in the 
fullest detail elsewhere, is dealt with only 
briefly in this book. Fortunately, it sur- 
vived the war without great damage. 
Here it may be said that the stained-glass 
window of the Harvard Chapel, by John 
La Farge, unhappily came to great harm 
and had to be sent to the United States 
for repairs. It is now again in position, 
and when Harvard men come, in the words 





*Price 30s. ar 30s. 9d. by post. Council’s In- 
formation Bureau, County Hall, S.E.1, or from 
Staples Press, Ltd., 14, Great Smith-street, 
S.W.1, or any bookseller. 
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WINCHESTER HOUSE RUINS, after the 
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f the walls shown in the view still exist, 
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of Ambassador (Choate, “to the rock 
from which they were hewn and to the 
hole of the pit from which they were 
digged,” they will find the chapel of their 
founder restored to its normal beauty. 
John Harvard was born in Southwark, 
and a view of the Queen’s Head Inn, in 
the Borough High-street, which he inheri- 
ted from his mother just before he sailed 
for America in 1635, is given in this 
book. It has, of course, long since dis- 
appeared, like all except one of the famous 
old inns which lined the High-street— 
the Tabard, associated with Chaucer and 
the Canterbury Pilgrims, the White Hart, 
where Mr. Pickwick discovered Sam 
Weller, the King’s Head, and others. The 
exception is the George, still in active use 
as an inn, and the last of the seventeenth- 
century galleried inns to survive (at least 
in part) in London. This is fully de- 
scribed and_ illustrated by photo- 
graphs and an_ excellent set of 
measured drawings. 


Winchester Palace. 


One of the most astonishing things re- 
corded in the book is the survival, in the 
walls of a warehouse in Clink-street, of 
important remains of the fourteenth- 
century great hall of Winchester Palace, 
including walls and doorways and the 
great rose window. These have all been 
recorded by photograplis and measured 
drawings. “ Little of the old work is now 
visible from the outside of the ware- 
houses; it remains hidden from view until 
it shall again be revealed by a new catas- 
irophe or by some drastic rebuilding of 
the area.” Reference to Clink-street is a 
reminder that part of the Palace, used as 
a prison, was called the Clink. As the 
authors observe, it is one of the paradoxes 


fire of 1814. From an etching by J. Le Rous in “ Beauti 


bodied 
ma 


461 


of the English language that a small and 
obscure prison of the Bishops of Winches- 
ter in Southwark should have become a 
synonym for all prisons. It is recorded 
also that a manuscript in the Bodleian 
Library, dated 1580, contains a referente 
to “ fidling knaves” confined in “ theze 
auncient howse . . . called ye Clynke,” 
which suggests that modern slang is by 
no means so modern as we like to think; 
in fact, sometimes it has quite a respec- 
table, if disreputable, ancestry. 

One of the most interesting chapters in 
the book deals with “ The Bankside Play- 
houses and Bear Gardens.” No traces of 
these buildings, of course, remain to-day, 
but Bankside still has several old build- 
ings of architectural interest, including the 
Anchor Tavern (circa 1770-75) (now 
sympathetically restored to its old appear- 
ance after bombing), “Cardinal’s Cap,” 
an early eighteenth-century house taking 
its name from an earlier tavern, and other 
houses of about the same period, one or 
two of them being derelict. Bankside was 
a noted place of public entertainment in 
the sxteenth century, when bear- and bull- 
baiting were popular relaxations. The 
Bear Garden was demolished in 1613 and 
rebuilt as the Hope Theatre, which, how- 
ever, continued to be used for the cruel 
sport on Mondays, with plays for-the rest 
of the week. Other Bankside theatres 
were the Rose (1588), the Swan (circa 
1594), and most famous of all, the Globe, 
for which Shakespeare wrote the tragedies 
“Hamlet,” “King Lear,” ‘“ Macbeth” 
and “ Othello,” as well as other plays. 


Site of the Globe Theatre. 

The site of the Globe Theatre (erected 
in 1599, burnt down in 1613, rebuilt in 
1614, and pulled down in 1644) has long 


ies of Britain” (1828). The Rose window and parts 
in Clink-street, 
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been a matter of specula- 
tion and dispute. 

In 1921 Mr. W. W. 
Barnes, after an exhaustive 
examination of the avail- 
able evidence, wrote a 
pamphlet for the L.C.C. on 
“The Site of the Globe 
Playhouse, Southwark,” in 
which he stated his con- 
clusion that the theatre 
stood on the south side of 
Maid (or Maiden) Lane 
(now Park-street), at or 
near the place where it is 
crossed by Southwark 
Bridge-road, a spot already 
marked by a bronze tablet 
on the wall of Barclay 
Perkins’s Brewery, placed 
there in 1913 by the 
Shakespeare Reading 
Society. The late George 
Hubbard, F.S.A., in 1923, 
published a book on the 
same subject, in which he 
marshalled a formidable 
array of documentary and 
pictorial evidence to sup- 
port the view that the 
Globe stood, not to the 
south of Maiden-lane, but 
close to Bankside. It would 
now seem that the question 
is settled by the discovery 
in the City Comptroller’s 
Office at Guildhall, while 
the book under notice was 
in preparation, of a parch- 
ment map, prepared for a 
lawsuit in 1618-20, which indicates the 
sites of the Swan and the Globe play- 
houses, the latter being shown south of 
Maiden-lane, close to the position of the 
memorial tablet. The map, which is 
reproduced in the book, is a rather ele- 
mentary one, without a scale, the roads 
and boundaries showing considerable dis- 
tortion. The houses are all shown alike 
in a childish convention, and the words 

“The Globe” are written in without any 
indication of a building. The genuineness 
of the document, it is stated, cannot be 
impugned, but we doubt whether it will 
be readily accepted by the supporters of 
the Bankside position. It is a remark- 
able fact that several contemporary artists 
—Visscher, Merian, Hondius, Hollar, de 
Witt, Vanden Hoeyes and Boisseau—all 
show the Globe standing near Bankside, 
not south, but north of Maiden-lane. 
Parts of Hollar’s great view of London 
are reproduced on plates 43 and 44 in 
this book. The view, which would appear 
to have been made from the tower of 
Southwark Cathedral, is a most careful 
one, buildings, etc., being shown in meti- 
culous detail. The Globe is plainly 
identified close to Bankside. It may be 
objected that Hollar is an unreliable wit- 
ness, because his engraving was published 
in 1647, three years after the second play- 
house was pulled down; but it has to be 
remembered that Hollar was banished 
from England between the years 1643 and 
1652, so the engraving, or drawing for it, 
was presumably made while the Globe 
was still standing. As to the recently dis- 
covered map, the words “ The Globe” 
are written almost in a line with the spot 
on Bankside where contemporary engrav- 
ings show the theatre to have stood. Is 
it possible that the draughtsman, in a 
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MALTING SHED at rear of 59-61, 


moment of carelessness, wrote the words 
in the wrong place? How odd it is that 
so much concerned with Shakespeare 
should be uncertain. It has often been 
stated that he iived in Southwark, but 
even that, on a review of existing evi- 
dence, the authors declare “ not proven ”! 

Many notable buildings, or groups of 
buildings, in addition to those already 
mentioned, are illustrated and de- 
scribed: Guy’s Hospital (1725); Hop- 
ton’s Almshouses (1752), damaged by 
bombing; the Surrey Chapel (1782), after- 
wards used for boxing. and known as the 
Ring, badly damaged and now entirely 
demolished; the Rotunda or Surrey 
Institution (1788-9), badly mutilated; 
Nelson-square, a dignified enclosure laid 
out about 1807, and thought to have been 
designed by S. P. Cockerell—only the 
houses on the south side, with their grace- 
ful balcony railings, remaining; and other 
old buildings, too numerous to mention. 
Attention must, however, be called to an 
old malting shed at the back of 59-61, 
Union-street, which must surely be the 
prototype of horizontal modernism! 

The book, which is extremely well 
written and documented, is profusely 
illustrated by reproductions of old maps, 
plans, drawings and engravings, as well 
as by old and contemporary photographs 
and measured drawings and sketches. It 
has been produced under the general 
editorship of Sir Howard Roberts (for the 
Council), and Mr. Walter H. Godfrey 
(for the Survey Committee). The historical 
part of the volume and its general editor- 
ship are the work of Miss Ida Darlington, 
M.A., while the architectural descriptions, 
together with the drawings and diagrams, 
have been prepared under the direction 
of the Architect to the Council, who 
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Union-street, Southwark. 


records his appreciation of the work done 
by Mr. J. H. Farrar, A.R.C.A., Mr. F. R. 
Buggey, and others. A word of praise is 
due to various artists for some vigorous 
pen-and-ink sketches. All concerned are 
to be congratulated on the production of 
a work of great historic interest and 
value. 
G. J. HOWLING. 


Wapping Riverside Open Space. 

THE land available for the open space, 
proposed by the L.C.C., in this area is 
in two sections, divided by Wapping 
High-street; that on the south side fronts 
the river, between Eagle Sufferance 
Wharf and Wapping New Stairs, and that 
on the north side is between Reardon 
Path and Brewhouse-lane East. As the 
neighbourhood is heavily built up, enaea- 
vour has been made to provide, parti- 
cularly in the riverside section, a layout 
(including a riverside promenade) which 
will break the monotony of wharves and 
warehouses. As regards the northern 
section, the cleared portion will be laid 
out as a grass area with planting to 
match the prefabricated building on the 
north and the high walls on the east 
until the rest of the site, containing occu- 
pied properties, is available. The estimated 
cost of the work is £5,000 which 
— £500 for repairs to the river 
wall. 


R.LB.A. Town Planning Diploma. 


THE FOLLOWING APPLICANTS, having 
passed the qualifying examination, have 
been awarded the R.I.B.A. Diploma in 
Town Planning: Brian W. B. Ball (A), 
David K. Graham-Cumming (A), Clive 
R. W. Peake (A), Paul H. G. Rexilius (A) 
and Roy D. Thornley (A). 
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CONVERSION OR 
NEW BUILDING? 
Some Differing Views 


A DEBATE on the suggestion that 
the continued requisitioning of 
buildings was not in the public interest 
was held in Caxton Hall, Westminster, 
on March 8. ALDERMAN Dean, L.CC., 
presided. The meeting was arranged b 
the London and Home Counties branc 
of the Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors, and various 
aspects of the housing problem came 
under review, including the advantages 
and disadvantages of converting large 
houses as compared with new building. 

Mr. HeatH said that some people 
gained by requisitioning. The Govern- 
ment spent a considerable amount of 
money on the conversion of properties, 
and the owners benefited when the pro- 
perties were returned to them. There 
were a, who had owned properties 
in a derelict condition, which properties 
had since suffered war damage. Repairs 
had been carried out by the local 
authority and paid for by the War Dam- 
age Commission. In such a case the 
owner derived a benefit in rent and would 
Teceive a capital benefit when the pro- 
perty was returned to him. 

At the time requisitioning had been 
started it was the only way to provide 
accommodation at low cost. Whether 
properties should continue to be taken 
over he could not say, but he thought 
those properties now held by local 
authorities would continue to be so held 
until the housing problem was solved, 
and it was nowhere near being solved 
yet. 


Mr. RatcuiFFE, taking up the same 
point, instanced two cases in his own ex- 
perience. One was a high-class house 
which had been converted into four flats. 
The owner would think this a loss of 
amenities. The other case was that of a 
poor house which required the making 
good of dilapidations when taken over. 
In this case it was a gain to the owner 
if he had the use of his house. But no 
matter what the Government did through 
local authorities to requisitioned pro- 
perty, a compensation rent was fixed for 
the owner; he was paid the rent that he 
would normally accept if the property 
was let. Any gain he might have was 
through the manner in which the pro- 
perty was looked after while requisi- 
tioned. ~ 

Mr. MEEKINS said that tie claim of 
the owner on getting his property back 
was by reference to the market value of 
the property after improvement, and it 
might well be that after improvements 
some owners would not be able to 
receive their property back because of 
lack of money. There were definite cases 
where an owner found himself buying, 
along with the amenities that had existed 
prior to requisition, things that had been 
done since, such as making a new road to 
an estate. He disagreed with the view that 
when a property came back converted 
and done up, it reverted to the owner 
with benefit. As to control of building, 
he thought there was sufficient control in 
the fact that the owner of a comparatively 
large house, seeking to improve it for his 
own occupation, would not be granted 
the necessary licence, whereas if he pro- 
posed to convert the house into four flats 
he might be allowed to spend as much as 
£6,000. 

Mr. RUSSELL stated that he had found 
the converting of large houses into flats 
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expensive. He knew of large houses 
which had been requisitioned, extensive 
work being undertaken to make them 
habitable by several families. Some- 


times, where underpinning or structural - 


work had been necessary, the cost had 
been borne by the local authority and 
was conceivably a charge on the rates. 
Would it not be better if the local author- 
ity could build houses with the same 
money? 

Major ATHOE (General Secretary, 
1.A.A.S.) agreed that much of the money 
spent on converting old buildings could 
have been used with better effect on the 
provision of new houses. 


His experience of local authority’s con- 
version schemes was mentioned by Mr. 
WOOLEY, who said that from time to time 
the regional architect came round, went 
over your job with you and took your 
estimate and scheme away with him. 
He might report either for it or against 
it. There was a restrictive limit on the 
amount that might be spent. As regards 
the state of the property when handed 
back, he believed that there was a survey 
of its condition when requisitioned, and 
this was taken into consideration when 
the property was handed back. Another 
point was that the tenants of converted 
tenements were not always satisfied. 
They wanted a new house. 

Mr. RUSSELL said that although there 
was normally a limit to the amount of 
money that might be spent, that limit 
had sometimes to go by the board. 
Occasionally when a house had been requi- 
sitioned, and had had a certain.amount 
of money spent on it, defects previously 
unknown became evident, and needed a 
lot of money to put right. In such cases 
the original spending limit had to be 
abandoned. 

Mr. BaRRET thought that one point in 
favour of conversion was that it required 
less labour and materials than new build- 


ing. 
IN PARLIAMENT 
Building Limit 

On March 27, Mr. JoHN Hay asked the 
Minister of Works why the authorisation 
limit under paragraph (1) of Regulation 
56A of the Defence (General) Regula- 
tions 1939 had been reduced from £1,000 
to £500; and whether he was aware that 
this reduction was likely to cause con- 
siderable dislocation in the programme 
of maintenance work to be carried out 
by local authorities and statutory water 
undertakings. 

Mr. STOKES said that the reduction of 
this limit was one of the measures taken 
to bring more building work under con- 
trol with the object of reducing capital 
investment in accordance with the 
Government’s decision announced last 
October. Maintenance work by local 
authorities and statutory water under- 
takers was not affected since it was not 
in any case subject to authorisation. 
Productivity. 

On March 27, SiR WALDRON SMITHERS 
asked the Minister of Works if he had 
considered the recommendations made by 
Mr. R. O. Lloyd, lately leader of Britain’s 
Industry Productivity Team to the United 
States of America, a copy of which had 
been sent to him, especially with regard 
to building; and what action he proposed 
to take to implement these recommenda- 
tions in Britain. 

Mr. STOKES said he had seen the state- 
ment to which the hon. member referred, 
and other statements by individual mem- 
bers of the team from the building 
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industry which recently visited the United 
States of America under the auspices of 
the Anglo-American Council on Produc- 
tivity. He would consider what action it 
fell to him to take just as soon as he 
had before him the team’s report which, 
he understood, was due to be published 
very shortly. 


HAND-MADE FURNITURE 
Exhibition at the V. and A. Museum 


[From a Correspondent] 

i is interesting to note that the tradi- 

tion of the eighteenth-century golden 
age of English cabinet-making is still 
carried on by many rural furniture- 
makers who work in our villages and 
we towns up and down the country- 
side. 

During the nineteenth century more 
and more furniture was made in the 
factories rather than by craftsmen in 
their workshops. It was in opposition to 
this trend that such furniture-makers as 
Gimson, Peter Waals and Barnsley, 
towards the end of the last century, 
established workshops in the pobrscsior 
where furniture was made simply by 
hand. They worked in the traditional 
manner, but created new designs to suit 
the needs of their own time. Sound 
workmanship and sensitive proportion of 
a previous age were adapted to suit our 
plainer taste. The characteristics of this 
school of furniture-makers were fine 
workmanship and a sympathetic regard 
for the material in which they worked. 
Designs followed closely the use to which 
the furniture would be put, and details 
of construction rather than superficial or 
antique ornament were used to enrich 
sound proportion. This furniture was 
beught and appreciated by a compara- 
tively small public, while the needs of 
the majority were met by the factories. 
It is in Denmark and Sweden that the 
English tradition has received its widest 
application; and it has become customary 
to turn to these two countries in order 
to see a modern interpretation of our 
great eighteenth-century tradition. Our 
own inheritance which is carried on by 
many of the rural craftsmen is too often 
ignored. 

It has always been the aim of the 
Rural Industries’ Bureau to promote the 
prosperity of rural craftsmen. For many 
years the Bureau has helped the furniture- 
makers by providing a series of designs 
from which they can work. In order to 
arouse the craftsmen’s interest in matters 
of design the Bureau recently held a 
furniture-making competition which all 
rural furniture-makers could enter. In 
this first instance the designs were pro- 
vided by the Bureau and the entries were 
judged, principally on fine workmanship, 
by an independent panel of craftsmen. 

The prizes in the competition have 
been won by the following craftsmen: 
Ist prize, W. H. Doherty, 3, Commerce- 
lane, Letchworth, Herts; 2nd prize, W. 
Endersby, 3, Commerce-lane, Letchworth, 
Herts; 3rd prize, B. K. Cooper, South 
Bank, Fovant, Salisbury, Wilts; 1st con- 
solation prize, W. L. Marks, Wellington, 
Somerset; 2nd consolation prize, L. T. 
Kitching, Harrogate, Yorks; and F. F. 
Foster, Camp, near Stroud, Glos; 3rd 
consolation prize, L. F. Plunkett, Windsor, 
Berks; and E. A. Goble, Headington, 
Oxon. 

The competition pieces are being 
shown, together with some of*the contem- 
porary furniture designed and made by 
other rural craftsmen in England and 
Wales, at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, South Kensington, until April 30. 
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DOMESTIC HOT WATER 
SUPPLY 
A Ministry of Works Inquiry 


H}'GUREs based on a national sample 

of households show that 7 per 
cent. of the households in Britain have 
no piped water. The figure rises to 
10 per cent. in the Midlands and Wales 
and South and East England, and is lowest 
(4 per cent.) in London. One per cent. 
have hot water laid on from a central 
source. Only 46 per cent. have bath- 
rooms. A further 8 per cent. share a 
bathroom, 3 per cent. have a bath fitted 
in the kitchen or some other room, 31 per 
cent. have a portable bath. Twelve per 
cent. have no bath at all—in Scotland the 
proportion is 35 per cent. Hand-basins 
are fitted in 41 per cent. of households. 
Fifteen per cent. of households have no 
water-heating appliance. One in four uses 
kettles and pans either as the sole means 
of heating water for baths or to supple- 
ment an appliance; 9 per cent. use gas 
geysers, and 21 per cent. heat bath water 
in the boiler of a solid fuel fire with oven. 

To heat water for washing, 56 per cent. 
of households use kettles and pans. The 
proportion is higher in South and East 
England (69 per cent.) and London (64 per 
cent.), lowest in Northern England (64 per 
cent.). For washing clothes 37 per cent. 
heat water in kettles and pans, 22 per cent. 
use a solid fuel copper, 28 per cent. a gas 
copper, 4 per cent. an electric copper, 
18 per cent. a solid-fuel fire with oven, 
4 per cent. a geyser. For dishwashing 
60 per cent. of households use kettles and 
pans on stove, 22 per cent. use a solid- 
fuel fire with oven, 6 per cent. a geyser 
or other gas appliance, 5 per cent. an 
electric appliance. 

These are some of the conclusions based 
on results obtained in a social survey of 
6,000 representative households, carried 
out for the Ministry of Works during the 
severe winter of 1947, and now published 
as a Special Report* in the “ National 
Building Studies ” series by H.M. Station- 
ery Office. The survey was part of an 
inquiry undertaken by a working group 
under the chairmanship of Dr. F. Yates, 
F.R.S., at the instance of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee of the Ministry of 
Works. The survey was carried out 
under the direction of the Central Office 
of Information. A smaller survey fol- 
lowed in the summer of 1948. The object 
of the inquiry was to determine (a) the 
distribution of existing hot-water appli- 
ances and facilities, (b) the relation be- 
tween the consumption and use of hot 
water and the appliances available, (c) the 
amount of hot water adequate for the 
average household. Only (a) is dealt with 
in the present Report. 

The information was obtained in 20- 
minute interviews with housewives. 
Households were divided into five groups 
based on the weekly wage rate of the chief 
wage earner, viz., up to £3, over £3 and 
under £4, £4 and up to £5 10s., £5 10s., 
and over £10. Analysis was made accord- 
ing to whether the district was rural or 
urban, and according to the age of the 
building (pre-1914 and after 1918). A 
further division was made regionally, viz. : 
Scotland, Northern England, Midlands 
and Wales, South and East England. the 
London area. 

Regional Differences. 

Regional differences are observed in the 
distribution of appliances and their uses. 

*.4n Inquiry into Domestic Hot Water 
Supply in Great Britain. Part 1: Distribution 
of Water Heating Apglinnese and their Use in 
Winter.” (National Building Studies, Special 
Report No. 8.) Price 1s. 
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Thus, solid fuel appliances (except for the 
independent boiler) are less frequent in 
southern than in northern regions. Only 
13 per cent. of the houses in the London 
area had solid fuel coppers, as compared 
with 33 per cent. in Scotland, and 36 per 
cent. in the Midlands and Wales. Gas 
coppers are most often found in the North 
of England (47 per cent.), are least fre- 
— in Scotland (15 per cent.) and Lon- 
on (17 per cent.). Shared bathrooms 
are relatively common in London (60 per 
cent. had “the use of a bathroom” in 
London, 46 per cent. in Scotland). 

For heating water, the solid-fuel fire 
with oven and boiler is, apart from cop- 
pers, the appliance most often found in 
the North, the Midlands and Wales. In 
the North, the next most popular method 
is the “ inset fire ” (open fire with boiler). 
This is the commonest appliance in Scot- 
land. Independent boilers are found 
chiefly in the South. Gas and electric 
appliances are found chiefly in urban dis- 
tricts. A possible explanation of the dis- 
tribution, says the Report, is that in Scot- 
land space heating is regarded as the chief 
requirement. In the South space heating 
is not necessary throughout a large part 
of the year. There is thus a tendency to 
heat water by independent means or to 
install auxiliary gas or electric heaters 
when the solid-fuel appliance is not 
required. 

Housewives’ Complaints. 

Tables are given showing the extent of 
satisfaction or dissatisfaction expressed by 
housewives on various appliances for dif- 
ferent uses. In general the immersion 
heater was thought most satisfactory by 
the highest proportion (89 per cent. of 
those having them). The independent 
boiler came next. Gas geysers were 
found satisfactory by the lowest propor- 
tions. The chief complaints made about 
inset fires and oven-heated boilers were 
that the water took too long to get hot, 
it did not get hot enough, there was not 
enough of it. The independent boiler was 
criticised for being a bother to light and 
keep going. The most frequent complaint 
about gas and electric storage heaters was 
that they did not provide enough hot water 
at a time. 

One in four housewives with gas gey- 
sers complained that the water has to be 
run too slowly. The complaint that the 
appliance was often in need of repair was 
made more often about gas geysers than 
any other appliance. Nearly half of those 
with solid-fuel coppers were dissatisfied. 
One in five of these housewives said they 
were a bother to light and keep going, 
13 per cent. said the water took too long 
to heat. About 16 per cent. of these 
coppers were not used at all. Relatively 
high proportions of those with gas or elec- 
tric coppers were satisfied. One in three 
housewives expressed dissatisfaction over 
the supply of hot water for washing 
clothes. Complete satisfaction was ex- 
pressed by 43 per cent. Dissatisfaction 
on this score was greatest in London, 
where the lowest proportion of house- 
holds with coppers was found. Satisfac- 
tion was greatest in the Midlands and 
Wales, where coppers are most common. 

The percentage of housewives express- 
ing dissatisfaction with their water- 
heating methods for baths, washing, dish- 
washing, house-cleaning, clothes-washing, 
were, respectively: 44, 38, 37, 36, 34. 
There was, however, a much higher degree 
of satisfaction among women living in 
houses built after 1918. The correspond- 
ing percentages of the dissatisfied here 
dropped to: 18, 15, 14, 14, 12, respec- 
tively. 

_ Further evidence of the advances made 
in the last 30 years is provided by the 
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division of the sample houses into four 
groups in relation to recommendations of 
the Egerton Reportt—those with (1) 
piped supply of hot water and a copper; 
(2) piped hot water, but no copper; (3) 
copper, but no piped hot water; (4) neither 
copper nor piped hot water. Only 2 per 
cent. of post-1918 houses are classed in 
group (4), (as against 22 per cent. of pre- 
1914 houses), and 9 per cent. in group 3 
(37 per cent. of pre-1914 houses). In 
group | there are 59 per cent. post-1918 
houses (21 per cent. pre-1914 houses); in 
group 2 the respective proportions are 
30 per cent. and 20 per cent. 


DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
FOR COVENTRY 
Higher Housing Density Suggested 


OVENTRY’S development pian, 

“which must be submitted to the 
Minister of Town and Country Plannin 
by July 1, 1951, is now being commileeel 
in provisional form by the City Council 
committees. It has already been 
approved, in principle, by the planning 
and redevelopment committee. 

In general, the poms provide for a 
population of 300,000 inside the city 
boundary. It is considered, however, that 
provision must be made for a population 
far greater than this number, and the 
planning officer (Mr. D. E. E. Gibson, 
A.R.I.B.A.) has told the Planning and 
Redevelopment Committee that the net 
density of eight to ten houses to the acre, 
now usual on new housing estates, will 
need to be revised in the case of 
Coventry. 

Explaining the broad proposals for 
development of the city, the plan gives 
basic information about the present state 
of communications, services, traffic den- 
sity, cleared sites and the estimated life 
of existing buildings. 

It also gives details of the present use 
of land in the city and areas whose future 
development will be restricted by mining 
operations, liability to flooding and the 
needs of water-gathering grounds. 

Besides planning the central redevelop- 
ment area, it is proposed that four areas 
near the centre, covering a total of 305 
acres, should be defined as “areas of 
comprehensive development.” 

The provisional plan incorporates pro- 
posals, already tentatively approved for 
the siting of schools, libraries, health 
centres and other buildings. 


HOUSING REPORT 
Kigures for February. 


Tue Housing Progress Summary pre- 
sented to Parliament on March 31 shows 
that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during Febru- 
ary was 14,069, compared with 14,356 in 
January. The total number of houses 
completed under the post-war programme 
is now 808,918 (651,772 permanent and 
157,146 temporary). Of the permanent 
houses, 104,328 had been erected by 
private builders who had also rebuilt 
30,833 war-damaged houses. 

During February homes were provided 
by new building, repair of uninhabitable 
houses and conversion for 15,418 fami- 
lies, compared with 15,887 in January. 
This brings the total number of families 
rehoused by these methods under the 
post-war programme to 1,082,190. This 
total does not include homes provided 
in service camps or requisitioned houses 





+ Heating and Ventilation: Post-War Building 
Studies No. 19. (H.M. Stationery Office, price 
2s. 6d.) 
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COST OF POST-WAR 
HOUSING 
Dwellings ‘“‘ Unduly Expensive ” 





"THE undue expensiveness of houses 

built by local authorities since the 
War was commented upon by Mr. 
STANLEY RAMSEY, F.R.I.B.A., deputy 
chairman of the Abbey National Building 
Society, at the annual meeting.of the 
Society on March 31. 

Mr. Ramsey said that, taking the broad 
view, and with a realisation of the social 
forces set in motion at the conclusion 
of the war, the Minister of Health’s pro- 
gramme was inevitable, and the result 
could justly be claimed by him, accord- 
ing to the canons of his policy, as a suc- 
cess. Whether it would have been a still 
greater success had other methods been 
adopted, not necessarily in place of, but 
in addition to, those employed, was a 
matter of opinion. 


. “ There is one aspect of the housing pro- 
gramme on which practically all critics 
agree,” went on Mr. Ramsey, “ and that 
is that the dwellings produced have been 
unduly expensive. Part of this expense, 
at any rate in the early stages, was doubt- 
less unavoidable. The problem as it pre- 
sents itself to-day is whether we can con- 
tinue to produce dwellings at this exces- 
sive cost and in comparable numbers, 
when by all the economic indications we 
shall have to husband our resources so 
carefully... Assuming that the completion 
of the millionth “ accommodation unit ” 
has provided a sufficiency of dwellings to 
ease the housing burden for the poorest 
paid workers, though this does not obtain 
came in all parts of the country, is it 
possible to frame a programme which will 
give more satisfactory and more equitable 
results? ” 

Venturing a few suggestions, Mr. Ram- 
sey said it might perhaps help to solve 
the problem if local authorities could con- 
centrate to a greater extent than hereto- 
fore on the problem of slum clearance, 
both of the large cities and the smaller 
towns. Slum clearance, of course, did not 
mean only dealing with the actual clear- 
ance of low-standard housing, but there 
must be some provision for decanting 
either in the immediate neighbourhood or 
on the periphery of the built-up area. 
What was wanted was a clearer definition 
of the functions of the local authorities, 
the boards in control of the new towns, 
and the work which could be undertaken 
by the private house builder. 


It was becoming more evident that in 
order to tackle the housing problem with 
the necessary vigour, a much greater share 
should be undertaken by the private 
house builder. 


Speaking of the 1947 Planning Act, Mr. 
Ramsey said: “ However great the need 
for overhauling the Act (and to my mind 
the need is very urgent}—more particularly 
as regards the financial clauses including 
betterment which, however admirable in 
intent, have proved singularly stultifying 
in practice, and would, if left unamended, 
fetter all forms of building development 
—there is a great body of opinion in 
favour of that section of the Act which 
provides for proper planning and for the 
decencies of external presentation. We 
do not want jerry-designed houses any 
more than we desire jerry-built houses. 


“To get the best out of both State 
enterprise and private enterprise, I sug- 
gest that the work of the private house- 
builder should commence where the work 
of the local authorities—as I have indi- 
cated previously—should end. The local 
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authority machinery works slowly, whilst 
the private builder, once his scheme has 
been approved, can plan his own activi- 
ties and make his own decisions, without 
having to await the outcome of the some- 
times rather slow, if careful, deliberations 
of higher authorities. The old adage that 
‘time is money ” is never truer than when 
applied to the operations of building, 
where time saved is money saved, with a 
consequent lowering of costs.”’ 

Mr. Ramsey concluded with some 
remarks on the Rent Restrictions Acts, 
which, he said, required a thorough over- 
haul. The present conditions could only 
be described as chaotic, creating anomalies 
which imposed the greatest measure of 


“hardship for the minimum of security. 


It was not uncommon experience to find 
two houses, in some cases semi-detached, 
one of which brought in a fair return on 
the capital value, whilst the other might 
be a severe liability. Or, posing the prob- 
lem in other terms, one tenant might be 
heavily subsidised at the owner’s expen 
whilst the other, equally deserving an 
with no larger income, might have to 
pay an economic rent. 

One interesting sign of the times was 
to be observed in the fact that many local 
authorities were beginning to step up 
their rents so as to be more in accordance 
with present-day wages, with the result 


“that the subsidies, both open and hidden, 


were correspondingly reduced. 


INQUIRY BUREAU 


Positioning of Wall Ties 


Q.—I shall be glad if you can help me 
with regard: to a specification which reads, 
“Cavity walls are to be built with ap- 
proved pattern heavy galvanised fish- 
tailed and twisted tie irons, four to each 
yard super, and extra ones added round 


all corners and openings.” The query is: . 


What are the correct horizontal and vert+ 
cal measurements to ensure four tie irons 
per yard super when walling? 

F. R. 


A.—There are eight ties to two square 
yards and you really get five ties in one 
yard and three ties in the adjoining yard. 
The ties are placed at horizontal inter- 
vals of three feet and the vertical 
distance is 1 ft. 6 in., and they are 
staggered. With reference to those round 
corners and openings, I suggest 1 ft. 6 in. 
vertical intervals. In placing these, due 
regard must be made for closing the 
cavity and particularly if slates in cement 
mortar are used around window and door 


openings. 
G. W. H. 


Articles of Agreement 


Q.—In connection with the Agree- 
ment and Schedule of Conditions 
of Building Contract issued under the 
sanction of the R.I.B.A., it has been 
suggested to me that when the parties 
append their signatures on page two, 
these signatures should be over the neces- 
sary sixpenny stamp. It has been my 
habit, however, to affix this stamp in the 
appropriate panel provided for it on the 
front page of the Articles of Agreement, 
and wonder if you can clarify the matter 


for me. 
J. F. &. 


A.—Our legal correspondent writes 
as follows:—It is usual with simple 
contracts (i.e., not deeds) to affix the 6d. 
stamp, where the amount concerned 
exceeds £5, at the end of the document, 
and the first signatory cancels it by sign- 
ing over it. On the form mentioned, the 
space at the top left hand side is 
primarily intended for an impr 
stamp, when such is used. 
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Wherever the stamp be affixed, its 
effectiveness depends upon its cancella- 
tion for, by Section 8 of the Stamp Act, 
1891, “ an instrument is not to be deemed 
duly stamped with an adhesive stamp, 
unless the person required by law to 
cancel the adhesive stamp, cancels the 
same by writing on or across the stamp 
his name and initials, or the name or 
initials of the firm, together with the 
true date of his so writing, or otherwise 
effectively cancels the stamp or renders 
the same incapable of being used for any 
other instrument.” 

It has been held that merely writing 
the date of cancellation or even making 
some other defacing marks is sufficient 
cancellation to ——. the section. It is 
therefore the cancellation, and not the 
position that matters, and it must be 
done so effectively that the adhesive 
stamp is incapable of being used again. 

N. P..G. 


Woodlice Under Skirting Board 


Q.—Woodlice are appearing from 
under the skirting board in an upstair 
room. It has been suggested that spray- 
ing a liquid D.D.T. mixture under the 
skirting board would be effective. This 
I have done with a fairly strong solution, 
but with only partial success. ain 


A.—While the. woodlice may be objec- 
tionable, they are quite harmless so far 
as the wood is concerned. They more or 
less thrive on dampness which, I suggest, 
must be in the vicinity from which they 
come. If this particular place can 
found, it should be dried out and the 
woodlice will disappear, but I advise the 
use of pyrethrum powder very freely in 
addition to ing out. 

— G. W. H. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Lead Allocation Suspended 

THe MINISTRY .OF SUPPLY announces 
that, as larger supplies of lead are now 
available, the allocation system has been 
suspended at the end of last month. 
As from April 1 lead users are able to 
obtain metal for consumption without any 
limit upon the amount in a given period. 

They will still need licences to acquire 
lead, and should continue to use as much 
scrap lead as possible, in order to con- 
serve imported metal. 

The present restrictions governing the 
supply of lead used in making sheet and 
pipe compound, etc., for export are now 
relaxed. An export licence will still, 
however, be necessary, and exporters 
should obtain a licence before confirming 
an order. Fabricators who can obtain 
export orders will be free to buy metal. 

Virgin lead can in future be ordered 
from the Di rate of Non-Ferrous 
Metals for forward delivery in the same 
way as zine, ie., for delivery in the 
current and following months at the 
price announced in the Press; in the second 
and third month after the current month 
at a premium of £2 per ton, and in the 
fourth, fifth and sixth months after the 
current month at a premium of £4 per 
ton. 

Manufacturers will not be able to book 
for delivery in any month a quantity of 
virgin metal greater than is required to 
meet orders from customers, or can 
consumed in a month. 

Further particulars relating to licences 
procedure are being notified to con- 
sumers by the Director of Non-Ferrous 
Metals. Inquiries should be addressed 
to him at 20, Albert-street, Rugby. (Tel. 
Rugby 2131. 
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SUGGESTED POLICY 
FOR BUILDING 


Utilising Resources 


ways to utilise to the full the capacity 

of the building industry are sug- 
gested in a statement on a new policy for 
the industry issued by the National Coun- 
cil of Building Material Producers. The 
statement says :— 

The aim of any policy for building 
should be to build. The immediate as 
well as the long-term policy should, there- 
fore, be to utilise to the full the capacity 
of the building industry. 


A natural limiting factor on the amount 
of building which can be done is the size 
and productivity of the building labour 
force. In spite of fluctuations in Govern- 
ment policy regarding the size of this 
force, it has, in fact, varied only slightly 
since the autumn of 1946, and remains 
steady at about one million. Under pre- 
sent conditions of national full employ- 
ment and in view of the length of time 
taken to train building craftsmen, this 
figure should be regarded as the effective 
level of the force in the present economy, 
which can neither be suddenly expanded 
nor suddenly contracted arbitrarily to any 
substantial degree, but which ought to be 
maintained at least at its present level. 

Other things being equal, the usage, 
demand and production of building 
materials vary with the size and produc- 
tivity of the building labour force. The 
building materials producing industries 
could supply enough materials to feed 
any foreseeable level of building activity. 

Controls produce nothing and build 
nothing. Their object is to regulate, and 
their funetion to inhibit and restrict. The 
justification claimed for them is the neces- 
sity to dispose of inadequate resources in 
the best manner. The aim should, there- 
fore, be to abolish the necessity for con- 
trols, and with it the controls. 


Applying Controls. 

Until that state of affairs is reached, 
controls should be confined to the 
broadest forms of application, and should 
be to the maximum possible extent self- 
eliminating. Restrictions should interfere 
as little as possible in detail. Instead of 
arbitrary calculations, fluctuating from 
time to time, of the amount of capital 
investment to be permitted in the build- 
ing field, policy should be guided by the 
size and productivity of the building 
labour force itself. 

Within this policy there would be an 
ordered progress away from detailed and 
rigid control towards flexibility and sim- 
plification and ultimate freedom. Any 
violent change, even in the right direction, 
is in itself injurious and in present con- 
ditions would have dangerous repercus- 
sions which would react unfavourably on 
the industries, and by throwing the dif- 
ferent types of building out of balance 
would temporarily reduce the total volume 
of finished building. On the other hand, 
the confidence which would be created 
by a rapid and progressive development 
of the kind suggested, with the prospect 
of orderly progress and a foreseeable 
future, would enable the materials indus- 
tries to expand output to meet any in- 
creased requirements, including the de- 
mands of both old and new export 
markets. 

The time has now come to simplify con- 
trol of housing by permitting each local 
authority to authorise at its discretion the 
building of houses both to let and for 
sale, on the basis of its knowledge of the 
labour force available locally. on the 
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assumption of an adequate supply of 
materials and without any fixed ratio 
between private enterprise and local 
authority housing. 

Greater use.should be made of privately 
sponsored building. It will more readily 
find ways and means of overcoming tem- 
porary shortages and difficulties, and its 
greater flexibility makes it quicker and 
cheaper than local authority building. 

One control which should be abolished 
forthwith is the system of licensing for 
normal repair and maintenance work, 
which has outlived its necessity and has 
many undesirable consequences. 

The provisions of the Town and Coun- 
try Planning Act have undoubtedly pre- 
vented development, and they should be 
reviewed and drastically revised, as a 
matter of urgency. 

No policy would be complete without 
recognition of the necessity for a 
“reserve of works,” if and when serious 
unemployment threatens. . The Govern- 
ment should be ready when the need arises 
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to play its part by bringing forward public 
works not immediately essential. For 
practical purposes, this means that 
schemes of for example, slum clearance, 
new towns, public works and buildings, 
railways and roads, etc., should be kept 
at such a degree of preparedness that they 
could be put into effect at short notice. 
Their mere inclusion in a paper list is not 
enough, and would even be liable to cause 
a mistaken feeling of security. 

A policy such as is set out above 
would engender confidence, and bring 
into play the natural inducements to 
greater productive effort in the building 
and building materials industries. 


Appointment. 

At the annual general meeting of the 
National Council of Building Material 
Producers, held on March 23 last, the 
Rt. Hon. the Earl of Selborne, C.H., P.C., 
was elected president of the Council in 
succession to Mr. H. J. (C. Johnston, the 
retiring president. 





EUROPEAN ROAD 
CONSTRUCTION 


Some of the Main Projects 

WESTERN EUROPE, reports the 

British Road Federation, is busy 
overhauling her road system against the 
time when Marshall aid ceases. She has 
realised that international competition 
will make increasing demands for the 
utmost industrial efficiency, and that such 
efficiency is impossible without modern 
highways. Some of the main projects 
are as follows: — 

BELGIUM.—A ring road round Brussels 
will be built during the period 1951-54. 
It will link the city with a planned, or 
partially completed, network of motor- 
ways. Three of these routes will run 
eastwards to the Ruhr, Maestricht and 
Cologne respectively. Construction is 
planned during the next four years. A 








A Specialised Service and System 
of Construction for Architects 

As specialists, HELICON design, 
design and construct, or construct only, 
according to the needs of the client. 


Ferro-Concrete Design and 


Construction Many of the finest 
buildings in the country today are 
constructed by Helicon. Architeets and 

gi ppreci the specialised 
advice which is so necessary in this 
form of construction. 


Pre-Cast and “‘In Situ’? Floors 





Helicon floors are light, rigid, fire- 
et a Se: 





proof, ig and hyg and 
ave readily adapted to meet all require- 
ments. Speedy erection makes them 
economical. 


Pre-Cast Concrete and Cast Stone 


For free advice on this or on any type 
of ft i call, 
write or phone for a technical repre- 
sentative to call. 


THE HELICAL BAR & 
ENGINEERING Co., Ltd., 
82. VICTORIA ST,; WESTMINSTER, LONDON. 
S.W.1.PHONE: VICTORIA 6638. RESIDENT 


AGENTS: BIRMINGHAM *-MIDDLESBROUGH Z 
NEWCASTLE 








similar highway will run north to Amster- 
dam and south to Paris. The existing 
stretch of motorway between Brussels 
— Ostend is a priority extension for 
1950. 

GERMANY.—Motorways planned or par- 
tially constructed during the war are to 
be completed with assistance from the 
Marshall Plan. Routes affected include 
Aachen-Keulen, Wuppertal-Hamm, Saar- 
brucken-Mannheim, and Karlsruhe-Frei- 
burg-Basle. In 1943 the total length of 
German motorways was 2,380 miles. 

IraLy.—A new motorway connecting 
Genoa with Switzerland was begun at the 
end of 1949. The cost will be shared by 
the Italian Government, Swiss private 
capital and E.R.P. funds. The project 
will take two years to complete, and will 
need 20,000 workmen. Although tech- 
nically simple, construction involves the 
building of 105 tunnels and 52 bridges. 

NETHERLANDS. — The Government 
visualises 1,450 additional miles of motor- 
ways. Present low expenditure on road 
construction seems to indicate, however, 
that this programme will not be imple- 
mented during 1950. In 1947 total motor- 
way mileage was 200. 

SPAIN.—A ring’ road encircling Madrid 
will link with a system of motorways 
spreading over the country. All six main 
roads leading into the city will be 
widened. : 


Britain, concludes the Britith Road 
Federation, with no motorways, is lagging 
behind other European countries. A 
thousand miles of motorways are planned 
under the Special Road Act of 1949. 
The Minister of Transport has stated that 
he cannot say when work on these motor- 
ways will be started. 


‘* British Roads Inadequate” 


THE Economic Survey for 1950 de- 
monstrates that the Government does not 
yet appreciate the indispensable service 
given by the roads and road transport of 
this country, says a statement issued by 
the British Road Federation, which con- 
tinues :— 

“Totally inadequate funds are made 
available for roadwork. Arrears of road 
maintenance work already total over 
£200,000,000, due to the enforced neglect 
of the past ten years. The amount of 
£48,500.000, to be spent in 1950 on all 
road work, is a reduction of more than 
£2,000,000 on last year’s figures. It re- 
presents a decrease of 27 per cent. in 
money on immediate pre-war years. The 
enormously increased cost of labour and 
materials is not taken into consideration.” 
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April 7 1950 - THE BUILDER 
WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE [ sts.¢. 155 
RATES OF WA FEB. 6, 1950 
(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 

Town. ~~ KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. pe... .S = 
y= SARE Grade Classification, = A Al AZ Shrewsbury MB a 
Abergavenny .........--- A Craftsmen a aco ope 2/10 2/93 2/9 . Skegness U.D, Al 
Abingdon ..... SaaS alee A2 Labourers a 2/43 2/44 2/4 2/34 ; M 
ACCFINGtON ......ceeeeees A - 

ID Sasccscvgsuces A Tone Grade. Town. Grade Town. 

jo Se SD Wemtae «oo Se iets cone Felixstowe ..........--:- Dd BO stages tc ttees 

Aldershot District ........ A2 | ee AE EE cocchhd © ME CUEEs ccccectcsecsse rR ee ae 

BOE ULD, . 0000 0ccese eT I ee aac oa sia we Wabadéwawscues A | Lyneham (Devon) 

Alnwick ..........s+.00 Al inateeon tisk Cm ro oC eee perceccuswes A | Macclesfield ............ 

Altrincham .........++++: | a ake ae A | Folkestone ..........-- A2 | Maidenhead 

SEE chav icccoccaxeades Al Bury St. Edmunds 2 DEE. sdvdedancsesecur Al Maidstone . 

errr el) tena... kw ee Al | Maltby .. 

po egal cate canmie A a. Bee ivr eviecaseaces Gainsborough R.D. Maldon (Essex ‘ 

OVEL —_ wc ccc ccc ccece Mid. pt.). - vern U.D. 

Ardingly... 21... TIIITAR | Galder Valley «+. ++.++++: A | Gentine oo ccn A | Memon we a... coeeeA 

Arendal a iene coenaeonon A2 aa covcee Rewnades A Gingham (Kent) Manningtree Stamford WOM .<.030-<ce 

OO Tree = — “ERA a a2 Glossop ........ Mansfield M.B. Stantonwick ............A 

Ashby-de-a-Zouch U. .D. Cardi ee cscs pemee es Gloucester Ruceainteues ‘Al March ween TOUR oon ccccsaccce 
shby Woulds U.D. ....- Pe fe eee ee oe oe Gloucestershire, Cnty. of {A2 | Margate .......... 

Ashford (Kent) ........ "*x> | Cardiganshire, County of ik Godaiming y- nc Seoebuers RD Juaaas A 

Ashford (Middlesex)...... A 1 Cattle cccccccsccccees: = Goole M.B. po eesdhne "gear 

ME oc ccve essences A | Carmarthenshire, Cnty.of re Gosport ...... Stoke-on-Trent CB. ...._A 

MONEE wedciccccceneees A | Carnarvonshire, Cnty of {A Grantham M.B. Stoke Orchard pansy 

Ashton-under-Lyne ...... a) ~~ Bene A | Gravesend Stourbridge M.B. ........A 

Aspatria and Brayton ....A2 pn ae Poearenecessse ‘, | Great Yarmouth ........ A | Melton Mowbray U.D.  A2 | Stourport U.D. ..........4 

Atherstone (parts of) ....Al Ch wom ll elie? 82" Al Grimsby (Yorks.) ........ 32... eee A | Stowmarket ............ A3 

Aylesbury ......... osha C tt gga 4 Grimsby R.D. (Lincs.)....A3 | Middlesbrough .......... A | Stratford-on-Avon M.B, ..Al 

Aylesby (Yorks) .. acu Ch =e pakke Al Guildford District ...... ae eee r a veneoule 

Aylesham ....... ey S on die (S taffs) Nate ‘A | Guilsborough .......... Al | Middlewich ............ A | Sunningdale ......... soca 

RINE eo Pi cto — Ge A2| cointad.............. A CRON ii kacctescvscaae A | Milford Havéh .......... A2 | Sutton Coldfield WE secs 

Bakewell U.D. ......50+: AD Venmeaes S Al | HalesowenM.B. .......... A orecambe =... .... 220 ee A | Sw atteeeeees seee-A3 

eS A2 | Chentow ............. ra i er ee ra a Re cocachy | SME sensconee cooeeh2 

aeesaad Cue UD. -...-08 began eT: Ke Wo sisccd pcuiinnee A2 | Maundesley ........cc000- A2 | Swansea .........00002-- 

Barnoldswick U.D. ...... RU imate pas eee io ee eer Ab I  ncnecacan coe AZ 

i eer Al Gees ae a |) ee... ieee ote Fn hee A | Swinton U.D. .......+...-A 

Barrow-in-Furness ........ A | Chesterfield R.D. ........A | Harpenden ............ A | Newark-on-Trent R.D, ..Al | Tamworth MB. . wacedemandae 

Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. Chester-le-Street U.D. ....A | Harrogate .........ceeee 6, rae Me Bs avicncdeceadas A2 

(exc. Thrussington A2) ..A | Chichester ............-. A2 —* tee eee eee eeee a omens MOP asees A | Tewkesbury ....... cones 
EPR ORT rr a a ideetaneacuenia ewcastle-under-Lyme ....A | Thames Ha eesence 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough-. ee ae Haslemere st inket hi SP A2 | New Forest Distria ...... (ia oe 

by-on-the-Wolds A2).. huish) Oe eee A2 | Newmarket ............ AZ | FOOGO UE oo. ccccesccese A 
Basingstoke ............ re) Chorley Hatfield | St a A Newport, Mon. .......... A | Thurrock u. D.C. Area ....A 
ME. Aeigvecsucns eeee-A | Clacton Haywards Heath ........ A2 | Newport Pagnell ........ A2 » Northof, to Billericay Al 
ME» siidcsccccdsdennces A Cleethorpes Hemel Hempstead ...... A } Newton Abbot. ........ BST SE: cicenccctcacaucd 
Baxterley  -.-..--....+++ Al | Clevedon Henley-on-Thames ...... A2 | Northallerton Dist. |. 1... A | Todmorden ..... 2.2.22... A 
Beaconsfield & District ..Al | Cleveleys pT RR ie A2 | Northampton C.B......... At TOU cccccces eee! 

ragie.s ane ei ential A | Clitheroe Herefordshire, Cnty. of ...tA2 | North Shields ............A | Torquay ..............Al 

H scevccccceccsscese A ville Herne Bay ............-. A2 | Norton Radstock ...... Al | TOME ncccccces cooee Al 

ere A Cobham (Surrey’ RE incceaxicscnenns A PE ecccandcnceaxees A | Trowbridge ..........+. A2 

BE iccvtncctederoe A2 | Co Hiemen CRD. .ccccccecsse A | Nottingham C.B, ........ A | Tunbridge Wells ........ Al 

eee | OE See Ae 8 rs Colne .ccccccccccccccce A | Heysham ............200- A | Nuneaton M.B. .......... A | Tynemouth C.B. ..... ee 

el aves Colwyn Uppingham (Salop) ....Al 

ee vrose+ srrecr | Congleton Uttoxeter U.D. .....0002! a2 

ar & | nen U.D. A ; Wakefield ........ aiaess A 

Conway ... RPO | 
OO ER: Se A ae A 
panne aw of tae 

PI CR Sig bivid v web e0.c 39 A Coventry CB sf ae Walsall C.B. ...... oe 

Berkhamsted ............ A | Cranbrook . ee WR a cdnascios are! 

ee aaa sia eas = Cranleigh ..... 7 = a ar Paignion Walton-on-Naze ....... -* 
rwic MME cccccses # ME. Scavessccces A . IO cvcccccceces cccccece 

PIE, cccsccinnws ies<c A a tsi oe a Reteatebndscseas anes A | Peterborough ............ A | Warminster ..... masaasedla 

Bexhill-on-Sea .......... A2 | Cromer . “Al + AE ch aaa aceite A2 ‘aie ke - Al | Warrington ...... rrrerey, 

Biggleswade Sadineeed A2 | Crowborough “A2 | Huntingdon (Staffs) ...... A | Pickering ............-. A3 | Warwick M.B._...... once 

Billericay .............. Al ees wot. hee Plymouth = .......-. +--+. A | Wellingwn R.D.........Al 

MN Sis ieoecacee eee A ; : Ingatestone. .... Pontefract) ..........-+++ A | Wells (Norfolk) ...... ..A3 

Billingham U.D. ........ A | Dalton-in-Furness ........ A | Ipswich ..... Pontypridd District ...... IOS GE ide nt cwovas conch 

Bilsthorpe oc cecevcecee A | Darlington District ...... A Ibe of Sheppey Ce A | Welwyn Gar. City ...... oll 

Birchington ............ AS | TRE  cccscccccccseves A | Isle of Thanet . : Portland Stoneyards ...... A | West Bromwich C.B. ...... A 
OS ae * BE. Scaivdesecvesestasa A2 Isle of Wight ............ IE Sivecccccuasues A WE kcaccsaccene ee 

Birmingham C.B. ...... tA | Denbigh Town .......... A2 Jarrow M.B. nt WOUND ods cedeccucivns A | Westcliff-on-Sea .......... A 

Bishop Auckland ........ ren: <3) Seer. A Keighle Ec co detaeccaasexns A | Westerham ............ Al 

Bishop’s Stortford ...... A | Devizes ....cccccccceees A2 I Y seccccvecscccece PE aoc ccccccccvcvcese A | Weston-super-Mare aoe 

Bispham ...... eh es .A | Devon, County of ......$A2 ll ane see Pulborough ............ A2 | Weybridge ...........00- A 

Blackburn Saacieielegie --A | Dewsbury ....-..+++-+-, 7 Kettering M.B. Rateontinn, Conny of eo Vomer encconweeie A2 

WRENS. Sco cccsce bes A | Didcot ....... weeeee ++ -A2 +3 Rams Whitby UD. .....-...0« Al 

Blackwell R.D sero A3 os eel MB: a ae and District ..A2 

Blaydon U. D. -A | Doncaster C.B. .......... A — tan WEED - .. cascccceacts Al 

Blidworth -A | Dorking .......-.+-..+-- Al ranintbond 1 WEE. vo ccccscczeccs ooul 

‘A | Dorset, County of (except- | Kingskerswe' WE cusccesepevsncsads A 

A2 | ing Poole and Wimborne —— Re RE es AB 

A (EME Dcackecdssaunencus A2 tkham saan SO aa WOO... canddeacaul 

LA EE, ne oc ovine tee Gecsuun A2 Kanowie Wilmslow ..... ecewedeqede 

..A | Dovercourt .....--++++- Al | Knowle ...........--+-- Wilts. County of tA2 

.-Al Driffield U.D. esa eee cccccccMh | LA@MCaSber 2... ccccccccccce inchester .A2 

..Al | Droitwich M.B..........-Al Tenmsingson M.B. Windermere .. A3 

..A2 | Dudley M.B. ....... enaere Leatherhead Windsor and Eton Al 

.A | Dunstable seuesseqsees A CdS. e ee eee eeeee Wisbech on 

| Durham City <2. 22.0.2... A pre veel C.B. Witham ......... . At 

suteungegunn Al Woking (District) . ..Al 

Breconshire. seg of . 443 goon & hoa. Val. ...4 | Leemworth A> | Salisbury Ci 43 | Wokingham ....... 1TA2 

| no East Grinstead District ..""A2 | Theta “ MiB.2022122../A1 | Salisbury Plain, 12112112 | Wolverhampton C.B. ..... 

idli Eastwood (Notts.) U.D.. --A | Tincoin C.B. .....20----- A | Sawbridgeworth ........ A baer “a rf 

: Ebbw Vale & District ....A | Tittlehampton .........- A2 | Saxmundham .......... A3 Orces' iv 

; Edenbridge .....-...- Oe DIE, cveccosennrss: * | Scarborough ....... ew Bo - 
BUM’ sosecszaccosss AL | Bene IIIA | Handudato ss -eseeeeeeee Be | See =->32-o80 20 A | Worthing .........: A2 

Redo os angst aes CG oa --— eeee Lianelly ...ccccccccccsee A se see eeeeecereeee Al bent ae (incl. Cefn) ....A 
Broadstairs ............ A2 : London .....+.+-eee+0 +s — Bee eae ‘a2 | Wroughton ..... IE eee A2 
Bromsgrove U.D. ...... .-A | Fakenham . ROR cos ccohas<crs A EMCEE occ cccceces ab. peer: A 
Brough ....... gesseeeee A sa : — M.B ea a Snacy rine eee ‘A | Wymondham .......... A3 

m Le cescceccscnchee — GED eocaveesoensroeoce 
me -_— Chee Tia r ‘ic ocedian RANE. cncavexeccsees A | Shoeburyness ...........- Ah GEM  cvccseccscscccess A 











* For Birkenhead, Liverpool, and London the ratesare :— Craftsmen, 3s. Od. ; 


raftsmen, 2s. 114d.; re 2s. 54d. 


t Plus 2d. per wo 


Ea This is the a rate ae applies except where higher grades are stated. 


iners and Plumbers in all towns and 


carry out work other than craft processes, Is. 84d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 472. 


jore.—Carpen districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
Woes yt ae all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 


Labourers, 2s. 6d. 


In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :-— 


2s. O}d. per hour. Women introduced 











THE BUILDER 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


April 7 195@ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 


for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. 


Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 


the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of softwoods are for cash on delivery. 


BRICKS, etc. 
. £ «4é& 
First Hard Stocks... — soy don Os ae 
Second Hard Stocks = 815 0 
Stocks 710 O 


All loaded free into Torry at the works. The question 
of <r is still very difficult and prices must be 


obtained from job to job. 
2j-m. esi At Maiden To Sites in West 
orpres Bricks. Lane Stn., Central District 
per be per 1,000 
d. s. d. 
Commons 3 0 85 0 
Cellular (No del. at present Lon. Stns.) 85 4 
K 75 0 87 


— ular Keyed (No del. at present Le Lon. Stns.) ee ° 
9. 


Cellular Rustics(No del. at ae ee Stns. a4 e 

Single Bulinose . 93 

Sandfaced ‘ 103 0 Te 0 

sey Facing Brick... 8 100 0 
At King’s Cross Stn. tex King’s Cross a 


2 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) 18 16 0 
Do. Bullnose(London Stns.) ... ee oe ee 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) ms 16 14 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (Del. London Sites) 8 5 0 
Uxbridge Whites (Del. London Sites) ‘ é€ 8 0 
Best Stourbridge se tar eye (London Stns. ): — 2 
23 in. 17 > $ 3 in. 20 10 0 


Giazep Bricxs (London Stns.). The prices given 
below are now subject to a percentage addition of 274 
for Best, and 224 for Second quality. 

Best White Ivory D’ble Stretchers ... 53 10 0 

and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers 48 10 O 
Stretcher 40 O One side & two ends 54 10 0 
Headers 39 10 O Two sides & oneend56 0 0 
Quoins,Bullnose Splays and Squints 52 0 0 
&4tin. Flats50 0 0 
Second Quality, £2 Os. per 1,000 less than best. Cream 
and buff, £2 Os. extra over white. Other colours 
Hard Glaze, £5 10s. Od. extra over white. 

Haulage to site 20s. 1,000. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HOLLow CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS. 
London Brick Company. 





. Minimum — _— Keyed. . . 

” per yd. sup. 120 yds. 

_ »  100,, 3 4 
BS es » 100,, 40 
i 84 , 47 

Half biocks “add 2s. per yard super to above prices. 

CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2” per yd. _ ves 2 3” per yd. sup. 6 
mer os in 3 0 4” a ss 4 


” CRANHAM TERRA COTTA. 
Size 12 x 9 x 2” per yd. super 
Size 12 x 9 x 24” > ~~ 
Size 12 x 9 x 3” et ue 








Ph bawWW AW 
co 4tCAe 


Size 12 x 9 x 4” 

HEMPSTEAD—REYED Two SIDES. 
Atl - eves on 
ae > 3 4 12x9x4.. 


Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 


Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 

beth sides. 

STONE. 

BaTH STONE— s. d. 
TIL -k5 cain seiabnassmoaeéveusesesetbacenios 5 4 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground _ .........cseseeeeeee 64 
Delivered in railway trucks at South 


Lambeth, G.W.R.., per ft. cube. 
PORTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. ; 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Pens les, S. Ray... .0r0ssesesesses per ft. cube 6 14 
Note.—Id. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 3d. beyond 30 ft. 
Hopton-Woop STONE-— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 
Random blocks up to 3 ft. 3 in. long and not 
MVE SURMIGEL,. cascevgscesvooneed per ft.cube 22 6 
Slabs—Random sizes sawn 2 sides, up to 


5 ft. long and not over 15 ft. super, 
UNE EMRE. scnscavcacsesesvcscdantviessess 4 | 7 
York Stone, Biue—Robin Hood Quality. | 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. | 
6in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under \ 
UE IID avis nccrscensscasscen perft.super 9 \4 
6 in. rabbed two sides, ditto a hee 10 10 
3 in. sawn two sides siabs (ran- 
PS sess eae - 4s 
2in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) a 24 
BA ain 0 2a UO sss sssc0sessexe ‘ 2 1k 
Harp York— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London 
Scrappled random blocks per ft.cube 13 4 


6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
at tee per ft. super 10 O 


6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto co ae 11 10 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 

2S ER ee ee: 6 5 
3 in. IED NIMEDD  edeccscccncs 4 10 
2 in. self-faced random flags per yd. super 19 9 


CEMENT. . 


Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. Ee § 
6-ton loads and upwards site.. - ton 3 2 6 
Te 10 GAORS BITC... ..cccccrcerscescocenecccccccocees a 
In non-returnable paper amet at 

8/- net per ton or 6d. each net per sack 

in lots of less than 1 ton, 

In non-returnable jute sacks charged at 8/- 
per toh. 
In returnable jute sacks charged at the rate 

of 35/6 net per ton of cement of 1/94 net 

per sack in lots of less than 1 ton. Credit 

on return at 1/6 net per sack, 

“ Ferrocrete”’ Rapid Hardening seen 

at 6-ton loads and upwards site.. 
Ts 0D ON DIE i consivedesescccsdccseccesseascoses 

In paper bags 8/— per ton extra. 

“ Aquacrete ’’ Water Repellent cement, 31 /6 

per ton on ordinary “ Blue Circle” 

prices. In paper bags, 8/- per ton extra. 
< pel or Khaki “ Colorcrete’’ in 6-ton 








3 13 


a 


oy paper bags 8/- per ton extra. 

Other colours, according to colour. In 4- 
ton lots from 172/- to 396/- per ton 
(including paper . 

“ Snowcrete’’ White Portland Cement (In 
SOO MID iviiciascsosetsnssxceuvsessess css 

Under one ton............ buudicennneeuead per cwt. 

“417”? Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered Site London Area in 6-ton lots 
ID, re ckkuiecenscavsskicouuncacsmmeane <3 8 
In paper bags 8/- per ton extra. 

Super Cement (Waterproof)in London Area 
a /6 per ton above Portland Cement, plus 

gs. 


o 
_ 
> 
oo 


Cullamix Tyrolean Finish...£7 14s. 6d. to 9 8 O 
(i-ton lots and upwards, including cost 
of paper bags). 


woe 


= 4.4: £ 
Parian Cement 8 6 9 Keen’s Cement, White’ 
Pink 8 


PLASTER. 
£ 


s. d. £..2: 4; 
Coarse, Pink 511-9 53s « 

» White $19 9 re 63 6 
Above prices for 1-ton loads and over London Area. 


Sirapite, Coarse 
Finish 


Blue Lias Lime, Hydrated Lime, 
inc. bags 6- ee 41 6 
ton lots...... 3.47 
Granite Chips, Lump, Lime, 6- 
6-ton lots ... 3D FOR acciscane 315 3 
air, per cwt.... 4 4 6 


Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags £4 2s. Od., 6-ton 
lots at railway depot. 


PLASTER AND WALL BOARDS. 


Plaster (Gypsum) Boards jin. thick, 600 yds. and 
over in one delivery 1/8 sq. yard. 
Wall Boards—3 and 4’ wide, 6 to 12’, #” thick. 
600 yds. and over in one delivery, 1/11 sq. yd. 
Carriage paid to site. 








ht ~~ — | 


o For 
IRONMONGERY 
FIREPLACES 


SANITARY 
FITTINGS 


ae 








< 

















SAND. 


D/D site in full lorry loads. 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn a 










St. Pancras. ¢. 
Thames Ballast - per yd. 15 , 
Pit Ballast........... 2 a See 
it rere Sake +" AS 2 
Washed Sand ... 17 0 
2 in. shingle ........... tS 2 
in. Broken Brick .. 17 6 
RINNE 3 oc-<cschacastpnscntaxcviassess 8 6 
TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
of not less than 6 toms...........++++« bdxansatess Per 1, 
f.o.r. Londan 
Best machine-made tiles from nee or £ s.d 
Staffordshire districts..........sseeseeeeeeee 9 14 6 
Ditto, hand-made, ditto.. oo WT 0 
Ornamental ditto ............scceese++ 12 4 0 
Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ...... . OHS 
(per dozen) —Machine-made ..... 018 4 


Note.—Breakage in transit. purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES. 


First-quality slates from Penrhyn or Portamadoc 
ray paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 


Per 1,000 actual £ s. d. £ sa.d 
24 by’ i ante 69 18 O 18by 10 ...... 35 10 6 
22 by 12 ...... 61 4 4 18by9 _....... 5 
oN SS 0:6 1607510 ...:.. 3113 3 
by 12 ...... 50 7 0 1l6by8 ...... 13 9 
20 by 10 ...... 46 


Nore: Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London 


M.O.H. 
S.D. Brs Cocks CRuTCH HEAD, FOR | TON. 
din. 66/— in. 108/- per doz. 


bag 4 Brs Cocks FOR IKON. 









jin. 114/— in. 171/- per doz. 
S.D. Stop Cocks For IRON. 
Zin. in. lin. I}fin. 14 in. 
72/—- 111/- 189/- 312/— 468/- 80/0" per doz 
S.D.S. eee ¢ WITH Two UNIONS FOR LBAD. 
din. in. Jin. Ijin. fin. Zin 
102/- 150/— 312/— 408/— 642/— 1056/- per doz 
Dousie Nut Boiler Sonate. 
din. Zin. lin. Iin. 14 in. 
17/-  20/—- 36/-— 68/— = 108/- 140/- per doz. 
Heavy CROYDON BALL VALVES. 
in. Zin 1 in, ljin a 
/- 150/- 263/- 394/— $ 0/- per doz. 
— = SCREWS. 
ltin. f4in. 2m. 3ine Bin. 4in. 
23/6 33/- 41/- 79/- 107/- 1394 per doz. 
Brass SLEEVES. 
13in. 2in. 3in. 3fine 4in. 
29/- 36/- 67/- 77/-  101/-per doz. 
TRAPS WITH BRASS CLEANING SCREWS 
1} x 6 Ib. 14 x 6 Ib. 2x7 Ib. 3x7 
Lead P. 71/- 89/- 143/- 219/-— per doz. 
Lead S. 87/- 108 /- 176/- 291/- per doz. 
So_pER.—Plumbers’ 3/1, Tinmen’s 3/9, Blow pipe 
3/10 per Ib. 
Copper Tubes ......... 1/53 per Ib. Basis. 
Brass Tubes 9.......:.. 1/3} per Ib. Basis. 
Basis prices are subject to extras. 
GLUE. 
£ «a. 
Best Scotch Glue..................... perg$cwt. 4 9 9 
IE CII svccevnen ssescnssessessness per |b. 9 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Per gallon 
Cae AIIM xs Siensasscssceusaseses e 7 06 
i ; -& 6 
Fine Copal.......... ii 4 
Pale Copal.......... $45 @ 
Floor Varnish : 110 ¢ 
Fine Pale Paper...... oe 
Hard Drying Oak.............- 5 Ss | ae 
Fine Hard Drying Oak ......... a 110 € 
Fine Copal Varnish ............... - he ¢ 
Best ere ica Sa 
Best Japan Gold Size 140 
Best Black Japan ... o € 4 
Brunswick Black 1 0 ¢ 
Berlin Black ........ < 1 6 ¢ 
Knotting (patent)..............+6+ 116 ¢ 
French and Brush Polish...... a a 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene...............0:.0000+5 1.56 





* The information given. on these pages has been 
specially compiled for THE BUILDER, and is copyright 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as poss‘ble, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highes 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affec 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. Prices are subjec: 





to 24 per cent. cash discount. 








Average of prices for 














Per 


2bi in. 
3 in. 

34 in. 
4 in. 


Tor 


LCC 

Per 
2 in. 
24 in 
34 in. 
4 in. 
LGC 
4 in. 


6 in. 


IRON.- 
qual 


Mild § 


Met: 
oe 








dility 


doz. 
doz. 


pipe 


wor 
coe 


o 


ABAA SS PRAM OAMASVNGS 
000209 0650450852502 


L 








Aprii 7 1950 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 








PAINTS, etc. 
, or oe 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.)...... per gallon 15 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil ¢ i - 15 11 
Genuine White Lead (free kegs) cw. 615 9 
Genuine White Lead Paint (tins free) gall 2 5 0 
Genuine Red Lead .............0.00. cwt. 611 0 
— (free packages) cwt. 2 8 3 
ize XD — - fkn. 8 0 
eed substitute can be obtained and Prices 


vary according to quality from 3/10 gallon pce 


METALS. 


Jomsts, GirpERS, &C., TO LONDON acs PER TON 
R. S. Joists, cut ited . £34 
Plain Compound Girders .. 
Stanchi 





In Roof Work 
Note.—These prices are for si 








special pieces of an awkward nature. 
MILD STEEL ROUNDS. — Ex London Stock per 
ton. 
Diameter. £ s. d. Diameter. £«e d. 
+ in. a 5.8 ZUM. sereeeeeseee 28 16 0 
f in. 30 6 0 qin. te 2g in. 23 61«00 
qin. 29 11 «O 
W.I. TUBES. 
TUBES AND TUBULARS. 
Galv. Class s List price, less 4 percent. 
” » C. = Net. ” 
Black, a » less 33 percent. 
” ” 8 ” ” - ” 
C1. Hatr-ROUND ‘Gurrers. San Prices ex 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. Stop 
Gutters. Nozzles. ends. 
2/5 2/2 Td. 
2/9 2/5 7d. 
2/10 2/7 1/- 
3/2 - 1/2 
3/5 3/3 1/3 
O.G. GUTTERS. 
Di. sc caswagstes sence 3/2 2/10 9d. 
SE. aiecctiscesesssies 3/7 2/10 1/- 
ag Ta a Ne 3/7 3/- 1/2 
WASTES, Seacsecacey concede 3/9 3/5 1/3 
ye lacakaraebseieences 4/7 4/- 1/5 
RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Rends. Branches 
Angles. 
2: len ccnepecesenvecntes 5/- 2/7 3/10 
Be BRE. ceesuecnasonceneee 5/4 3/- 4/6 
SM, Gudenkuecackensack S/il 3/8 5/6 
ROME <dts cdtnccreaiorsee 6/9 4/5 6/5 
Re RT Oe ay 5 1/9 5/3 7/8 
NET PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. Coatep Som Pires.—London pie, ex stock. 
Be hes. 





Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. ni Branc 
a 6/- 4/7 5/6 
6/4 5/2 6/10 
7/1 5/7 8/3 
7/Ml 6/10 9/6 
9/1 7/9 11/1 
L.C.C. CoateD DRAIN PIPE. 
cwt. qr. Ib. per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in 9 fts. 
4in. ee ae 16/6 11/6 20/2 
6in. ye ie 24/7 23/10 41/4 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
IRON.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant £ s. « 


QUBTEG oe cesecesecesecdtccsscccscacsscaschocssceses 
JRON—Staffordshire Marked Bars . 
Mild Steel Bars 
Mild Steel Hoops 





Aeon ee eer esreeeersccetesesssesese 


Ex Merchant’s Stock 
per ton (two-ton) lots. 











Soft Steel Sheets C.R. and C.A.— £64 
20 gauge 2 S 
24 gauge 33 10 O 
26 gauge 3410 0 

Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

40 5 6 
42 5 6 
26 gai 4S 0 6 

Galeeuiogl Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 

DU GBMED co <coseyesccesspovcvencsusacossivessese 41 5 6 
24 gauge 43 5 6 
26 gauge 46 0 6 

~ Per ton. 

£s d. 

Cut Nails, 3 in. and up. 1 ton lots _......... 4115 0 


Au Net. 
Meta Winpows.—Standard Metal Windows B.S. 





Metal Window 


990. Prices on application. British 
Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd 
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LEAD, etc. 


(Deliveries in i, 5 cwts.) 
.—Sheet, English, 34 lb. and up 





Compo pipe 

Nore.—Country delivery, 10s. per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt., 4s. per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 3s. per cwt. extra. Extra if cut to size. 
Old lead, ex London area, per ton £70 0s. Od. Buyers 
Pay carriage. 


GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY. 
CUT SIZES. 


Per ft. Super. 





ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND ‘FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 














Over 500 ft. Toad of all kinds. Per ft. 
Rolled plate, ¢ in. ik 
Rough cast, 3/16 in.. 

Rough cast, 3 in. 
Figure relled, and Cathedral white ......... 7 
Figure tolled, and Cathedral tinted ......... 1 
IIIs sineunsetihions daadideeaseninegunianen 
Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and 
Vron — + Sh; thleIE scccseccvocsscs 9} 
en hg late is the same price as rough cast double 
rol 
d. 
We Ca Se IN oo os cc pccccacgeconsncceces 94 
SI III SNE on cinssacasanenaccsdacnasecs 10 
HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS. a € 
PB. 2—5j in. x 53 in. x 3} in. 2 6 each net 
P.B. i in. x 7} in. x 3% in. 2 
P.B. 32—7# in. x 7% in. x 34 in. 210 . 
Radiused [mee Brick to match up with— 
P.B. o 6. -s 
P.B. ~ 
P.B. DEED Aossnsdeicselauiiaméahedsbaiimwciill 60 , 
TIMBER, SOFTWOODS and 
HARDWOODS. 
Home Grown TIMBER PRICES.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947. No. 94, price 5d. net. 
ImporteD Sorrwoops Prices.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1949, No. 1079, price 1s. 1d. 
IMPORTED HARDWOoDs PRICEs.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947, No. 1524, price 1s. 1d. net. 
Note.—The above can be obtained from H.M. 
Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, W. 
Extension of Alkali Act. 
A number of extensions to the manu- 
facturing processes controlled under the 
Alkali, etc., Works Regulation Act, 1906, 


are contained in an Order made by the 
M.o.H. effective on and from March 25. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Survey of Tipping Sites. 

Mr. Osmond Cattlin, M.Inst.C.E., 
F.R.LC.S., has been appointed by the 
Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing Joint 
Committee to carry out a survey of land 
available in the Metropolitan area for 
tipping. 

Sanitary Engineers’ Examination. 

The next examination for Associate- 
Membership of the Institution of Sanitary 
Engineers will be held in London and 
other centres as may be necessary on 
May 18, 19 and 20 next. Closing date, 
April 17. All other particulars may be 
obtained from the Secretary, 118, 
Victoria-street, S.W.1. 


Planning Study Tour. 

A 12-day planning study tour has been 
arranged by the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Association for June 26 to July 7. 
The tour will cover areas such as Birming- 
ham, Coventry, Manchester, Sheffield, 
Peak District National Park, etc. Further 
particulars may be obtained from the 
secretary, T.C.P.A., 28, King-street, 
London, W.C.2 
Compulsory Winding Up of Company. 

In the Companies’ Court on March 27, 
Justice Harman had before him a petition 
for the compulsory winding up of the 
Rutland Building and Construction Co., 
Ltd. Council stated that this was a claim 
by Inland Revenue for £41, and for 
another amount of £6. 

There was no opposition and an order 
was made for the compulsory winding up 
of the Company. 


R.A.F. Reserves Club. 

The R.A.F. Reserves Club, 38, Hill- 
street, London, W.1, is inviting applica- 
tions for membership from past and 
present R.Aux.A.F. and _ R.A.F.V.R. 
officers and former officers of the R.F.C., 
R.A.F. and R.N.A The_ subscription 
rates of the club, which provides a social 
and residential centre in London, are 
£2 2s. for London members; £1 1s. for 
country members; and 10s. 6d. for over- 
seas members. Further details are avail- 
able from the Chairman, Membership 
Committee, at the above address. 





| Hardwoods from Japan. 


The expenditure of a limited sum has 
been authorised for the private purchase 
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of hardwoods from Japan, for which pay- 
ment must be made not later than June 30. 


| 1950. Any person wishing to purchase 


and import goods from this source 
should submit to Board of Trade Tim- 
ber Control, Dept. III/8, 30, Cadogan- 
square, London, S.W.1, not later than 
April 15, the following information relat- 
ing to the goods which it is wished to pur- 
chase: (a) species, (b) description, i.e., logs 


‘| or graded lumber,-(c) quantity in cubic 


feet, (d) cost f.o.b. and c.i.f. U.K. 


Price of Lead Sheet and Pipe. 

The Technical Information Bureau of 
the Lead Industries Development Coun- 
cil, 25, Lower Belgrave-street, S.W.1, 
inform us that the increase in the price 
of non-ferrous metals brought about by 
devaluation of the pound has, in the 
case of lead, been steadily offset by a 
series of reductions. On March 16 a 
further reduction took place to wipe out 
the whole of the increase. The present 
supply position of lead sheet and pipe 
is good and immediate delivery can be 
given. Since the restrictions on _ its 
use imposed by the Econémy Memoran- 
dum were entirely cancelled 18 months 
ago, lead may be freely specified for all 


purposes. 
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The Scottish Builder 


A View on Planning for the Future 


(THE futility of planning too far ahead 

was emphasised by MR. J. STEEL 
MAITLAND when he delivered his retiring 
address as president of the Glasgow 
Institute of Architects at the institute’s 
annual meeting. 

“Do not let us fondly imagine,” he 
declared, “that we can saddle future 
generations with plans that will be out 
of date before the children of to-day 
become men and women. Future genera- 
tions will have none of them.” 

He was not against planning, and he 
would remind the institute that archi- 
tects were planners when the word meant 
something. They would still be planners 
when the world returned to sanity, when 
the world discovered that, for the most 
part, these great schemes that cost 
thousands of pounds to prepare were 
“‘wild impracticable dreams,” incapable 
of realisation in an impoverished world 
and in an age of rapid change. The arch-- 
tect’s planning must at all times be 
capable of realisation. : 

‘The replanning and remodelling of the 
big cities was but a phase of the kind 
ot planning he deplored. It was all 
very well to set down on paper new 
highways running straight through 
valuable properties, new open spaces 
requiring vast demolition, and railway 
stations moved about like pawns on a 
chessboard, but the cost would run to 
uncountable millions and the labour 
would be unobtainable. 

It was true that all the changes were 
not intended to be carried out in a year, 
a decade or a generation, but were set 
down for future generations, and_ the 
costs spread over these long periods. 
“But that is my whole point,” said Mr. 
Maitland. “Long before even a serious 
nucleus of the work contemplated can 
be accomplished, the authors of the 
scheme, and those who have approved 
them, shall have been gathered to their 
fathers, ideas will have changed, and 
conditions will have arisen that will so 
materially alter the plans as to make them 
quite worthless.” 

Evolution had in the past controlled 
the planning of the cities and towns 
and would still dominate their growth. 
It was inevitable. é 

Let them plan by all means, but let it 
be planning within certain limits, con- 
fined to a reasonably foreseeable period 
of time. Let them plan new towns arising 
on virgin sites and new suburbs of big 
cities and towns. These came within the 
range of practicability. 


Scotland’s Planning Problems 


THE masters of national and regional 
planning, who had a bold and attractive 
case to put, but made little attempt to 
translate it into the language of the 
ordinary man, were criticised by Mr. 
JoHN A. Mack, Stevenson lecturer in 
Citizenship at Glasgow University, in his 
eighth lecture in the series “The Con- 
tinuing Community.” Planners, he 
claimed, were out for radical reform, not 
only of the physical environment but of 
the deep-rooted habits of the ordinary 
people to take that environment as 
natural and unalterable. They were ex- 
perts in the reorganisation of physical 
communications, but showed an inability 
or reluctance to tackle the much more 
difficult and necessary work of com- 
municating their ideas, and attitudes, to 
the non-professional groups. 

The ordinary citizen in Scotland would 
believe in East Kilbride as a new town— 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February 6, 1950. Every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification 








Aberdeen ........ A Dumfriesshire ....A 
NE co ensue A Ree A 
i aad i A Perr A 
Berwickshire ...... A ARE MD i650 65.60.00 A 
Bridge of Allan....A Eas: Lothian ...... A 
Broughty Ferry....A Edinburgh ........ A 
Clackmannanshire A Fifeshire aman momar ele A 
Doune...... aA Forfarshire ....+. A 
Dunblane .. a CO oc vccesnex A 
Dunbartonshire. ...A Greenock ..cccece A 
Dumfries .... A Hamilton ccoeeeAl 





A Craftsmen.... 2/10} 





Labourers.... 2/4} 
Inverness ........ A Perthehire ....000 A 
Inverurie ........ A Peterhead ........ A 
Einesettineshi re ..A — seeerie ms 
TRTOSS-GHMS ...00-K | ne 8 7h elena . 
Lanarkshire ...... hf Bee os 
= seeeee Selkirkshire ...... A 
— OUD sac esece A Stewartry A 
oray and Nairn ..A Stirlingshire oA 
Se ee A Stornoway ... 
Peeblesshire ...... A err 
TMD Kicesesie@acens A Wes: Lothian ...... A 








The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is based provides for variation to current rates of Female Labour, 


Apprentices and Trainees’ wages. 
The information given in this table is copyright. 
Painters’ rates: 2/10 Grade A; 2/94 Grade B. 


(Grade B towns are Banff and Moray and Nain.) 








as distinct Irom a Glasgow dormitory— 
when he saw it in full operation. It was 
even more important, however, to push 
ahead with the new forestry settlement 
in Dumfriesshire and with the small High- 
land ventures which had so far been de- 
veloped on a shoe-string, for the problem 
of relieving urban congestion in Scotland 
would, in the long run, be solved by giv- 
ing new life to the countryside. 

The two major and acute problems 
which faced Scotland—overcrowding of 
the population and industry in the Clyde 
Valley and the rapid decay of the land 
and people in remote country areas—were 
well and truly surveyed in the Aber- 
crombie Plan, Sir Frank Mears’ study of 
the Forth and Tweed, and Mr. Gordon 
Payne’s forthcoming work on Eastern 
Scotland. 

These surveys, said Mr. Mack, might 
turn out to be landmarks in the revival 
of Scotland but there was an acute danger 
that they might be put on the shelf. 


Co-operation in the Industry 


THE need for working hard, working 
together, and working intelligently so that 
output could be increased and costs re- 
duced, was stressed by LorpD MorkRISON, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Works, when he opened a modern 
building methods exhibition organised by 
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tne wiinistry of Works in Edinburgh. The 
present economic position of the country 
demanded that co-operation, he said. 
Science could, of course, contribute to the 
efforts to increase production efficiency, 
Already in building, as in many other in- 
dustries, a great many improved processes 
and techniques were known but they had 
yet to be applied in practice. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Blantyre.—Plans to be prepared for scheme of 
54 houses to be erected at The Tharnhill site 
for which the architect is S. MacColl, County- 
chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. : 

Cleland.—Lanarkshire €.C. propose addition 
of ten classrooms to the Catholic school, for 
which plans are to be prepared by William 
Watt, architect, Albert-rd., Moiherwell, Wishaw. 

Edinburgh.—Warrant granted’ by Dean of 
Guild Court, to the city for the erection of 365 
houses at Old Saughton Housing area, off 
Broomhouse-rd. Total cost, £462,000. Plans by 
City A.—Warrant granted Church of Scotland 
General Trustees for erection of hall/church 
at Burdiehouse-st., South House, Liberton, at 
£14,500. Plans by Stewart, Kaye & Partners, 
14, Hill-st—Warrant granted St. Cuthbert’s 
Co-operative, Association, 92, Fountainbridge, 
for erection of five shops, at £18,000. Plans 
by A. H. Mottram & Son, 14, Frederick-st.— 
Warrant granted for additions and alterations 
to Miller Co.’s_ London-rd. foundry, at 
£15,800, Plans by R. J. Naismith, 249, Great 
Junction-st., Leith—Warrant granted to trus- 
tees of Council of the Diocese of Edinburgh of 
the Episcopal] Church in Scotland for erection 
of church at Oxgangs-av. Plans by Robert H. 
Taylor, 26, Avondale-pl.—Warrant granted to 
Thistle Foundation, 22, Charlotte-sq., for the 
erection of chapel at the Thistle Foundation 
site, Craigmillar, at £17,400. Plans by Lorimer 
& Matthew, 13, Great Stuart-st.—Plans being 
prepared by British Vinegars, Ltd., for altera- 
tions and additions to Brewery, Jane-st. and 
Tennant-st., Leith, at £5,250. Architects, 
Yates, Cook & Darbyshire, 43, Great Marl- 
borough-st., London, W.1. 

Edinburgh.—Plans to be prepared for new 
Primary School, at £100,000, to be erected on a 
Meredun site, for which the architect is A. A. 
Forgie (F.), Municipal-chbrs., Parliament-sq., 
High-st., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans_to be prepared for new 
Public Schoo] at Penilee. for which the archi- 
tects are Sam Bunton ¢ Associates, 87, Wesi 
Regent-st., Glasgow, W.C.2.—Plans to be pre- 
ared by the architects of the National Coal 

oard, Grosvenor-pl., London, for new labora- 
tory buildings and garage at Horselethall-rd., 
Great Western-rd., W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for Catholic 
Church for the Archdiocese of Glasgow, to be 
erected at Broomfield-rd.. Balgrayhill, Balor- 
nock, for which the architect is Thomas Cor- 


diner. (F.),  Blythswood-chbrs., 261, West 
George-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 
Glasgow.—Estimated to cost £7,000, new 


offices, for which plans have been approved, 





dist 


led | 





are to be erected by MacTaggarts (Glasgow). 

Lid., 5, Broomielaw, Glasgow. C.1. 
Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared by 

the contractor’s own architectural staff, for a 


scheme to cost approximately £20,000. of new? 


shops to be erected at Castlemilk-rd., Cathcart, 
by McTaggart & Michel, Ltd., 107, West Regent- 
st., Glasgow, W.C.2, 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for ex- 
tensive modern bakery buildings, to be erected 
for W. G. McAulay, Ltd., Clarendon-st., §'. 
George’s Cross, Glasgow, W.C.3, and cf 
Greenock, which are te be erected at Baillic- 
ston, and for which the architects are Wylie, 
Shanks, Wylie, 120, Blythswood-st., Blythswood- 
sq., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

tts.—Plans to be prepared for extensions 
and other works at the Catholic school, for 
which the architect is William Watt, Alber'- 
st., Motherwell, Wishaw. 
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TRADE NEWS 


An Appointment. 


Mr, P. G. Ashberry, sales manager of 
Associated Brassfounders, Birmingham, 
Ltd., is shortly to leave that organisation 
to become a director at Dryad Metal 
Works, 40 - 42, Sanvey-gate, Leicester. 


Air Compressors. 


Messrs. Romac Industries, Ltd., The 
Hyde, London, N.W.9, have issued several 
illustrated leaflets giving details of the 
various types of air compressors they 
produce. The machines are similar in 
so far as they are petrol-driven (some 
may also be powered by electricity), are 
mounted on tubular frames, have pneu- 


suitable for numerous operations carried 
out by the building trade. 


New British-Designed Machines. 


During recent months, Barber-Green2 
Olding and Co., Ltd., of Hatfield, have 
supplemented their three original lines of 
manufacture comprising the Finisher, 
Ditcher and Bucket-Loader by the addi- 
tion of two new machines of British 
design—the “Junior” Finisher and 
‘Junior” Lightweight Ditcher. The 
Junior Finisher is a scaled-down version 
of the standard unit, retaining all the 
main features of the larger machine. It 
has been specially produced for the sur- 
‘acing of secondary and minor roads. 
paths, drives, etc., where the standard 
machine ‘could not be used because of 
its size. The Junior Ditcher has been 
developed primarily for excavating house 
footings. It incorporates the vertical 
boom which is a feature of its larger 
counterpart, enabling it to dig straight 
down. Two sizes of boom are available, 
giving maximum depths of 3 ft. and 4 ft. 


LONDON APPRENTICES’ WORK 
PRAISED 
Prize-giving Ceremony 


THE work of building apprentices in the 
London area was described as remarkably 
good by Mr. J. C. Cox, secretary and 
registrar of the Building Apprenticeship 
and Training Council, at a students’ prize- 
giving ceremony held at the L.M.B.A. 
headquarters.on March 31. Mr. G. C. 
MARCHANT, chairman, London Regional 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee, presided. 


Mr. Cox said that 25 per cent. of the 
total of 1,100 prizes distributed during the 
past three years had been awarded to Lon- 
don boys. He thought that an excellent 
achievement. 

Earlier, Mr. H. J. Farkus, M.I.0.B., 
past-chairman of the London Regional 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee, after 
distributing prizes to 54 winners, spoke of 
a band of Benedictine monks which came 
to London 134 centuries ago and estab- 
lished the first abbey at Westminster, and 
he then went on to refer to events which 
led up to the formation of the City Guilds 








of London. He pointed out the contrast 
between the pioneering spirit of the monks 
and what he called the poisonous, in- 
sidious, materialistic outlook which was 
prevalent today. Despite that two world 
wars had rocked our economy, all our 
problems would be much less difficult to 
solve were the ethics of the Benedictines 
appliedsto them, he declared. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Falkus, which 
was proposed by Mr. Cox, was seconded 
by Ma. W.  #. GoucH CooPER, 
vice-president, L.M.B.A. 


After the ceremony 
were invited to tea. 


the apprentices 





matic wheels and are claimed to be. 


AYGEE LTD., 
100, Westminster Bridge Road, LONDON, S.E.1 
‘phone: WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 


A product of England’s Largest 
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PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (+) 
denotes closing date for applications ; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
APRIL 13. 
t*Hampshire Police Authority.—Pair of police 
houses at ‘Alresford. County A., The Castle, 
Winchester. Dep. £1 ls. 
APRIL 14. | 
+*Surrey C.C.—New Primary Scliool at River- 
view-rd., West Ewell. County A.. County Hall, 
Kingston-on-Thames. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 15. 


tisle of Ely C.C.—One pair of police houses 
at Mount Pleasant esiate and one pair at Mount 
estate, Wisbech. Robson (A.), County 
As County Hall, March. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Morecambe and Heysham B.C.—Gentiemen’s 


conveniences and extension of ladies’ conveni- 
ences at Happy Mount Park. B.S. Dep. £1. 
APRIL 18. 
t+*isle of Wight C.C.—Erection of Practical 
Block as first instalment of Bishop Lovett 
School, Ryde. Thomas F. Ford (F.), 189, Vic- 
toria-st., London, S.W.1. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders 
by. May 2. 
APRIL 19. 
+*Lothingland R.D.C.—20 houses at 3 sites. 
C.. Council Offices. Reetory-rd., Lowestoft. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by May 10. 
APRIL 20. 
+*Hampshire Police Authority.—Police Super- 
intendent’s house at Hollymount, Lyndhurst, 
and police constable’s house at West Wellow. 
County A., The Castle, Winchester. Dep. £1 1s 


APRIL 22. 
t*Leeds Regional Hospital Board.—Traininz 
school, Western General Hospital, Aulaby-7 
Hull. Architect to Board, 29/31. Eastgate, 
Leeds. 2. Dep. £2 23. Tenders by May 
+*Whitstable U.D.C.—(1) 15 houses Ay (b) 8 
houses at Grimshill estate. 
APRIL 24. 
*Congileton Boro’.—30 houses, 
C. Brown, B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Hereford T.C.—Conversion 


Parsen-st. site. 


of 60 blocks of 








oper ne 


croft estate, Abridge. E. 
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City S., 
at Rene: 


Dep. £2 
to oe ‘Hall, 


Foxley Camp, Foxley. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

T. - a a houses 
, 3, Gold-st. 


hutting at 
Town Hall. 
* Kettering 
estate. B.E. & 8 
“Penge U.D.C.—Extension 
f y-id. E. & 8. Dep. £5. 
* Romford T.c.—Two irs of 
workers’ cottages at  Nortli-rd., 
L. D. Tomlinson fF), Quadrant Arcade, 
ae Dep. 
+*Stourbridge Boro’ —65 
estate. G. N. Maynard, oy 
APRIL 2 
*tlford T.C.—W.C. pocorn Hatton-cl., 
Woodford Bridge-rd. .E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*iIford T.0.—Alterations and adaptations, 
ALeemage rd. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s 
*iiford T.C.—Conveniences, vuilwell 
Barkingside, and Horns-rd., Ilford. B.E. 


22 28. 
‘Salford 1.C.—Two additional classrooms, 
Lancaster-rd. school. City E. Dep. £1 1s. 
*Salford T.C.—Two day nurseries, Bradshaw- 
st. and Hayfield-ter. City E. Dep. £2 2s 


APRIL 27. 
‘Welton R.D.C.—10, houses, 


agricultural 
Havering. 
Rom- 


houses, Norton 
& S. Dep. £3 3s. 


40, 


Cross, 
Dep. 


Wim. Saunders & 


Partners, architects, 24, Casile-gute, Newark- 
on-Trent. Dep. £3 3s 
APRIL 28. 


*Merton and Merten U.D.C.—Public conveni- 
Kingston-rd. §S., Morden. Hall, S.W.19. 


ence at 
Tonbridge U.D.C. 29 houses at Brook-t. 
state. E. & S., Tonbridge Castle. Dep. £3 3s. 
APRIL 29. 
+*Malden and Coombe T.C.—Conversion and 
repair works at ‘Coombe Ridge House,” 
George-rd., New Malden. T.C., Manicipal 
Offices. 


MAY 1, 
‘Crewe T.C.—Six shops with living accommo- 


dation “at Rolls-av.. Totly’s Hall estate. J. 
Reeves, A.M.Inst.C.E., B.E. and architect, 
Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 

High Wycombe Boro’ .--104 dwellings, on three 
éstates. J. A. Parkinson, B.E. & 8. Dep. 2s 

*Lincoin T.C.—Eight shops, five flats and 
eiglit maisonettes at Boult!am Moor North es- 
tafe. City A., Stamp End, Lincoln. Dep. 
£3 3s. 


‘West Cornwall Hospital Management Com- 


mittee.—Extensions at Royal Cornwall In- 
firmary, Truro. Alfred J. Cornelius (F.), 15, 
Lemon-st., Truro. Dep. £5 5s 


+*Winchester T.C.—66 houses at Weeke hous- 


ing estate. A. S. Wilson & Partners, chartered 
anantity surveyors, 8, Princes-st., Londoff, S.W? 
Dep. £2 2s. 


*Wokingham R.D.C.—26 houses and 2 bunga- 


lows at School-rd., Arborfield, and Newlam. 
Erie G. Hives (L.), 3. Cork-st., Readinz. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

AY 2. 

*Stretford T.C.—(a) Sewerage and_ road- 
works: (b) erection of 16 houses at Park-rd. 
site: B.S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 3. 

*Norfolk C.C.—Fire service er er’s houses, in 
Docking, Holt and Wroxham. H. Thurston, 
L., County A., 25, Thorpe-rd., Wonwid. 


MAY 10. ; 

*East Ham C.B.—Extension at Dersingham 

Infants’ School. George Whitby, M.B.E. (A.) 
, Gt. Ormond-st., W.C.1. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 

*Ongar R.D.C.—Six terraced houses at Pan- 

& §S., a Field, 
Dep. £2 2s. 


High-st., Chipping Ongar. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 
APRIL 15. 


*Barnes 1T.C.—Exterior decorations tao 63 
houses and 7 ffats (2 contracts). W. R. Shep- 
herd, B.E. & S. Dep. £1 per contract. 

ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


I muck ehscefy 


WATER WORKS 
APRIL 19. a 


f) YoE E "Oundle and = Thrapston R.D.C.—Roads, 
sewers and water mains, housing site, Thrap- 
ston. S. Dep. £2 2s. 
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Aveley (Essex).—A scneme by L.C.C. archi- 
ects fer development of Aveley site has been 
to provide for 79 houses for higher 
ncome groups, at £192,000. 

Becontree.—F ats snp Hovusrs.—Approval has 
given by L.C.C. Housing Comm. to a 


scheme comprising 36 flats and 30 houses on 


Hedgeman’s-rd. siie. 


Est. cost, £98,581. Direct 


labour is to be employed. 


F.R.I.B.A. 
pared a schem 
have approved, Yor 112 flats on Elmington-rd. 


Glazing Contractors 








& Hendry, 
E.C.3. have pre- 
Housing Comm. 


Camberwell. — Fiats.—Stewart 
90, Fenchurch-st., 
me which L.C.C. 


site. 
Dagenham.—Hovsers, F.ats and Snops.— 
.C.C. propose erection of 189 houses and flats 


and six shops on land adjoining Romford-rd 
and New North-rd. 


Plans by L.C.C. architects. 
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Dagenham.—DWELLINGS. —Housing and. T.P. 
—. ‘—_en that Norman & Dawbarn, 
F.R.LB.A., 5, Gower-st., W.C.1, be authorised 
to Sommer with preparation of plans ‘for re- 
mainder of dwellings on Heath Park estate. 

Deptford.—Fiats, Stores AND SnHops.—A 
scheme for 172 flats with pram stores and shops 
on Grove-st. site has been prepared by_Bridg- 
water & Shepheard, F. & A.R.I.B.A., 42, Bruton- 


Berkeley-sq., W.1, for L.C.C. 
"conan CHOOL. — Preliminary plans _pre- 
pared by Denis Clarke Hall & Elio! t, 
F.R.LB.A 6, _Mason’s-yard, Duke-st., St. 


James’s, Agwi. for a primary ‘school on Cherry 
Orchard estate, have been approved by L.C.C. 
Ed, Comm. Est. cost, £38,000. 

Hackney.—Nursery.—A _ nursery is to be 
erected in grounds of St. John’s Rectory, Mare- 
st., for L.C.C. Health Comm. Est. cost, £14,350. 

Hammersmith.—Viapuct.—L.C.C. T.P. Comm. 
have approved estimate of £1,626,000 for acquisi- 
tion of property and execution of work in con- 
nection with proposed viaduct scheme. No in- 
dication of when work will begin can yet be 
given. 

Hampstead. — Fats, Launpries, eTc.—A 
scheme for 165 flats and two laundries, etc., on 
Mortimer-cres. site has been prepared by Ansell 


& Bailey, FF.R.I.B.A., 5, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s 
Inn, W.C.1, for L.C.C. 
Lewisham.—Repairs, ay ovo by Hugh 


Minty & Pariners, F.R.1.B Bedford-row, 
W.C.1, for repairs and eta at Sand- 
hurst-rd. sch. to cost about £61,225, have been 
approved by L.C.C. Ed. Comm. 

Leytonstone. — Orrices AND SHowroomM.— 
Chamberlain Industries, Ltd., Staffa Works, 
Staffa-rd., Leyton, E.10, propose to erect offices 
and showrooms on Casting site, Staffa-rd. 
— have been prepared by firm’s architect’s 

ept. 

Poplar.—Repairs.—A scheme for war damage 
repairs at Wellington-way sch. has been pre- 

pared by Wimperis, Simpson, Guthrie & Fyffe, 
PF. R.1.B.A., 61, South Molton-st., W.1. 

Poplar.—Scnoo..—A nursery school is pro- 
posed by L.C.C. on site in Ricardo-st., and will 


feature in 1951 Festival. Est. cost, £17,024. 
Plans by Yorke, Rosenberg & Mardall, 
F.&.I.B.A., 2, Hyde Park-pl., Marble Arch, 
Bayswater- rd., W.2. 
Southwark.—ReEPAIRSs, ETC. —Repairs and im- 
provements at Southwark Sec. Sch. will cost 
£45,200. Plans by W. F. Howard, 


about 
F.R.1.B.A., 20, Kensington Park-gdns., W.11. 
Wandsworth. — Repairs, etc.—L.C.C. Ed. 
Comm. are to carry out repairs and improve- 
menis at Wandle Sch. to the extent of £53,382. 
A scheme has been prepared by Nicholas & 
Dixon-Spain, F.R.1.B.A., 13, Hanover-sa., W.1. 
Wandsworth.—Repairs AND IMPROVEMENTS.— 
Repairs and improvements to provide extra 320 
places at Heathbrook Sch. will cost £51,787. 
Plans by Nicholas & Dixon-Spain, F.R.I.B.A., 
13. Hanover-sq., W.1. 
Wembiey. — Appition To. Factory.—Abbey 
Wharf propose to make addition to their fac- 
— at Mount Pleasant, Alperfon. 
mbledens—Rerarks AND ADAPTATIONS.—Re- 
BS and further adaptations as a residential 
nursery are to Q carried out by L.C.C. 
Qhildren’s Comm. Tudor Lodge. Est. 
£12.770. Plans by tec architects. 
Woolwich.—Scnoo..—Plans by Arthur Ken- 


cost, 


yon, F.R.I.B.A., 15, Adeline-p)., Bedford-sq., 
W.C.1, for the second primary school to be 
erected on Coldharbour Farm estate, have’ been 


ee by Ed. Comm. Est. 


£107,3; 


cost, 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Barnard Cdstle.—R.D.C. received M.H. con- 
sent to borrow £48,957 for 36 houses at Cock- 
field, and application has been made to bor- 
row £24,349 for 16 at Middleton-in-Teesdale. 

Billinge and Winstanley.—U.D.C. to prepare 
plans for further 72 houses. 

Birmingham.—T.C. propose two sub-divisional 
police stations at Quinton-rd. West and Sheldon 
Heath-rd. Plans by H. Manzoni, City FE. 

Boidon.—U.D.C. received M.H. Sanction to 
borrow £35.060 for 34 houses at Boldon Colliery. 

Bootle.—B.C. approved rebuilding of Welsh 
Presbyterian Church at Stanley-rd. for trustees. 
—B.C. approved plans for slipper baths at 
Menai-rd. Tenders shortly. 

Brandon (Co. Durham).—U.D.C. to build 160 
houses on various sifes. Further 200 acres are 
to be acquired for development at Esh Winning, 
Brandon and Ushaw Moor. F. Hedley, archi- 
tect to U.D.C. 

*Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. propose 114 terraced- 
type dwellings at Church-st.. Hagley. Archi- 
tects. Folkes. & Folkes, 34, Hagley-rd., Stour- 
bridge. 

Bury.—B.C. approved plans by surveyor for 
adaptation of Beech Grove and Providence 
House, as hostels for aged.—To invite E. F. 
Davis, Ltd., Farnworth, ie submit tender for 
30 honses at Littlewood site. 

Carliste.—T.C. propose adaptation of “‘ Lime 
House ’’ as accommodation for handicapped 
persons at £7,718. ° 

Chesterfield. —B.C. seck Joan of £158,008 for 
102 aluminium bungalows. 

Crook and Willington.—U.D.C. to build 32 


THE BUILDER 








“ THE BUILDER ” PRICES 
ZINC. 
The Ministry of Supply announces that from 
March 28, the price of zinc has been increased by 
£2 per ton delivered as follows:— 
New Price. Old Price. 
Good ordinary brand zinc £89 10s. £87 10s. 
Prices of other grades are varied accordingly. 
The zinc oxide manufacturers also announce 
that from March 28 the prices of zinc oxide, 
in lots of not less than two tons, delivered buyer’s 
premises, is increased by £1 15s. as follows: 


New Price. Old Price. 

Red Seal_. . £85 15s. £84 Os 

Green Seal ... soe £00 S58. 26S 10s. 

White Seal ... . £88 5s. £86 10s. 
BRASS TUBES. 


The Brass and Copper Tube Association 
announce that in consequence of the increase in 
the controlled price of zinc which came into 
operation on March 28, the basis price of brass 
tubes is increased forthwith by 4d. per Ib. to 
153d. per Ib. The list prices of brass and 
aluminium brass ferrules are also increased by 
$d. per Ib 











houses at Wition-le-Wear. Architects, T. A 
Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields. 

Daventry—Licensing Justices a proved plans 
for alterations to “ fy Braun 
ston, for P. Phipps PP a Lid" uaabenaian. 

Heywood. —B.C. to prepare lans for 36 
houses at Gooden Farm esiate. E. B. Fulham, 
65, Promenade-st., Heywood, proposes erection 
of dairy at West 'Starkey-st. 

Kearsley.—U.D.C. seek loan of £14,700 for 16 
bungalows at Bank Top estate. 

imehurst.—R.D.C. approved erection of 
further 116 houses at Limeside estate, for 
Oldham Cc. 

Liverpoo!l.—_Regional Hospital Board propose 
£21,000 development scheme at Chester City 
Hospital. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Sites are to be appro- 
priated by E.C. on Blakelaw and Montagu es- 
tates for schools. A plan for a county prim. 
sch. in Stecksfield-av., for E.C., is to be in- 
cluded in 1951’s programme. City A., Geerge 
Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Northuinberland.—E.C. to appoint rivate 
architect for proposed Seaton Burn Coun y Sec. 
Mod. Sch. (£127,600).—Preliminary sketch 
plans have been approved by E.C. for county 
prim. sch. at High Farm, Wallsend (£65,449) 
and county mod. sch. at Wooler (£85 ,100). 

Pwiitheli.—Welsh Regional Hospital Board 
Are preparing plans for adaptation of Bryn 
Beryl Hospital. 

Rotherham,.—B.C. reserved two sites at. Kim- 
berworth estate for children’s homes—Seek loan 
of £6,500 for extensions to greenhouses at 
Clifton Par.—Plans submitted for: Offices, 
shops and flats at 17-21, High-st., for Monta- 
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ue Burton, Ltd.—Factory at Bawtiy-rd., 

rinsworth, for British Oxygen Co., Ltd.— 
Erection of church at Station-rd. and Victoria- 
st.. for Committee of Assembly of God.—Ex- 
tesions to offices at Fullerton-rd., for Owen & 
Dyson, Ltd. 

Shefhetd.—Regional Hospital Board propose 
spending £3,612,000 during the next three years 
on various building schemes. Architect to the 
Board, E. F. Wilson, F.R.1.B.A., Fulwood 
House, Old Fulwood-rd., Sheffield. 

South Shieids.—First part of E.C.’s plan for 
a marine and technical college to cost £100,000 
is to be included in next year’s programme. 

Stanley.—U.D.C. to build 44 houses at an 
estimated cost of £66,558, and have received 
sanction for a loan for a further 18. Plans by 
surveyor, J. R. Heslop, Council Offices, Stanley, 
Co. Durham. 

Sundertand.—Repairs and alterations are to 
be carried ag to Fulwell fire station, at £5,000. 
Boro’ C. Bishop) has prepared scheme. 

Sutton Condfeld. —Plans submitted to ‘ 
for:—14 shops with 24 flats over at College- rd. 
and Chester-rd. for F. Morris, 443, Chester-rd. 
Public house, ‘ Plough and Harrow ” at Slade- 
rd. for Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries, 
Ltd., Park Brewery, Wolverhampton. 

Tynemouth .—T.C. is considering carrying out 
alterations at Victoria House, Northumberland- 
sq. to provide office accommodation for Water 
Engineer’s Dept. Plans to be considered for 
alterations to “The Elms,” Preston Park, and 

‘ Holmlands ” for Welfare Com. Revised plans 
are in hand for home for old people at Marden. 

Uttoxeter.—R. —“% gia 80 houses at May- 
field. Surveyor, Pug 

Warragios BG. to erect 13 pairs of police 
houses on various sites.—Approved plans for: 
Extensions to paste plant at Latchford Locks 
Works, for British Aluminium Co., Lid.—Use 
of land for industrial purposes at Battersby- 
la.. for Rylands Bros., Ltd. 

Extensions to works at Bridgewater-st., for 
Flemings Ropes and Twines (Grappenhall), 
Ltd.—G.P.O. telephone exchange, Stanley-st., 
for M.O.W. 


West Riding.—C.C. propose adaptation of 
Lyndhurst, West Vale, as home for aged. 
County A., R. Bennett, Wakefield.—Adapta- 


tion of Branshaw View, Keighley, as occupa- 
tional centre, at £6,5 
Wigan.—R.D.C. approved plans for exten- 
sions at Haigh Dye Works, for Blue Printers, 
Ltd.—Alterations to Priorswood Hall, Dalton, 
for C. Ainscough. 
Worcs.—E.C. propose commencement _ of 
junior and beng schoo] at Lickey in July 
or August. C. Lomas, County A., Worcester. 
Walneuten —B.C. to invite A. A, Stuart & 
Sons (Glasgow), Ltd., to tender for erection of 
‘Maxim ” houses at Northside estate. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

§ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

Departments. 

Ashby-de-la-Zouch.—Houses, for UDC: 
16 at Blackfordby, *F. & R. Searancke, Ltd., 
Swadlincote; 4 at Westfields, *Thos. Barker & 
Sons, Ashby. 
Bakewell._6 honses at Earl Sterndale, for 
R.D.C.: *F. Allcock & Son, Buxton, £1,410 each. 
Beddington and Wallington. —Eight old per- 
sons’ dwellings at Harcourt-ave.. Wallington, 
for T.C. A. W. Poynor, B.Sc., .C.E., B.E. 
& §S.. Town Hall, ‘Wallington, Surrey: 

Wisby (Croydon), Ltd., West Croydon £10,578 
35" a Claridge & Son, Lid., siete 


; 56 
‘or Brown & Sons, Wallington. ‘, 10,022 
Gwting Construction Co., Ltd., S.W.2 9.989 
Dawson & Son, Wallington a «9,674 
F. Liley & Sons, Croydon ... ... 9,602 
Howe & White, Ltd., Wallington 9, 
Walker (Tooting), Ltd., Epsom ... 9, 
er 8. Gibson (Croydon), Ltd., Croy- 


527 
52 


9,467 
Clarke, Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont, 
Surrey ya «© 9,286 
Heath Esiates (Builders), “Ltd., Ber- 
mondsey, S.E.1 ws «9,087 
*Tamworth Park Construction Co., “Ltd. 
Mitcham ns : 682 
Birmingham. —Extensions at Hill Top Hos- 
port J. & A. Brazier, Ltd., Bromsgrove, 
£5 


EE for R.D.C.: 2 at Back- 
la., Romsley, *W. Tilt & Sons, 44, Grange-rd., 
Halesowen, £2,672; 2 at Moss-la.-cl., Beoley, 
*Hallison Pollitt, Ltd., 184, Plymouth-rd., Red- 
ditch, £2,743; 8 at Hopwood, *T. Wootton & 


Son, 160. Stockfield-rd., Acocks Green, Birming- 
ham, £10,267. 

Bury.—Day nursery at Castlecroft, for B.C.: 
P. Fairclough, Ltd., Bolton. 


Carmyle.—44 houses at the Mansiontwuse-rd. 
housing site, for Lanarkshire C.C. Samuel 
MacColl, architect, County-chbrs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton: *A. A. Stewart a. Sons (Glasgow), 


Ltd., Whitevale, Glasgow, E.C 
Droitwich.—Houses, for T.C.: 18, *George 
Bourne, Ltd.. Droitwich, £21.458: 3, *George 
Harrison, Ltd., Droitwich, £4,035. 
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uildford.—Erection of 30 dwellings * Rick- 
ford Hill, Worplesdon, for R.D.C. J. W. Wil- 
ton, E. S., Millmead House, Guildford: 
{Tarrant Builders, Ltd., 
oe £30,974. 
artlepool.— Erection of 20 houses, for T.C. 
R. sd Srowball, B.E.: *F. M. Gibbon, Hartle- 
pool (8); *Rennie & Son (12), 
Hartlepool.—Erection of 12 houses, for T.C. 
R. H. Snowball, B.E.: *John Proud, Ltd., West 
Hartlepool (subject to M.H. approval). 
Heywood.—36 houses, for B.C.: *James Berry, 
Ltd., Heywood (extension to contract). 
Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Factory additions on Bede 
trading estate, for Abbott Laboratories, Ltd. 
Architects, Spence & Price, St. Mary’s-pl., New- 
castle-on- -Tyne: *Holland & MHannen and 
Cubitts, Eslington-ter., Jesmond, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne (and London), £58,000 
‘Jarrow-on-Tyne.— Alterations to factory J.W.4 
on the Bede estate, for North-Eastern Trading 
Estates, Ltd., Low Fell, Gateshead: *Haddow 
& Clarkson, Wallsend, £4,500. 
Kidderminster.—Houses, for B.C., at Birchen 
Coppice estate: 30, *Leasowes Building Co., 
Ltd., Mucklows Hill, Halesowen, Birmingham, 
£39,111; 24, *J. H. Smith Car), Ltd., 
Station Hiil, Kidderminster, £31,1 
Leeds.—256 dwellings at Beckeit ‘Park estate, 


Wentworth, Virginia 


area 2, for CC. . A. H. Livett, O.B.E., 
A.R.I.B.A., City A., Priestley House, Quarry 
Hill: *N. B. oy & Co., Ltd., Frankland-ter., 
Leeds 7, £292 


City Council: Erec- 


Liverpool. Werks for 
for occupation 


tion of factory at Fazakerly, 


by Sam Weller & Sons, Ltd., Pickwick Works, 
Bradford: *J. & E. Aspinall, Ltd., Signa] 
Works-rd., Fazakerley, Liverpool 9, £38,725; 
steelwork: *S. & C. Walmsley, Ltd., Bridle-rd., 


Liverpool 10, £5,434 (subject to M.H. approval) ; 
motor-bus repair workshop at Prince Albert- 
rd. depot: *Rimmer Bros. (Liverpool), Ltd., 
Cheadle-av., Olid» Swan, Liverpool 13, ‘£12,495 
(subject to M.O.T. approval). 

Conversion of 32 wartime emergency houses 
at Speke estate into three-bedroom poe ue 
houses: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Bentham- 
dr., Broadgreen, Liverpool 16, £37,325 (subject 
to ’M.H. approval). 

Extension at Old Swan Technical School: 
*Rimmer Bros. (Liverpool), Ltd.. Cheadle-av., 
Liverpool] 13, _— (in lieu of tender pre- 
viene y accepted) 

©.C.—Erection of three schools, Avery Hill, 
Wookeich, Ben Johnson, Stepney, and Hughes 
Fields, Greenwich : 

Halse & & Sons, Lid., Woolwich £224,125 
byt. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., St. Maryle- 

ne 

— & Partners, - Ltd., St., Maryle- 


a dia rife nae Ve ... 223,189 

J. Garrett & Son, Ltd.. Wandsworth ... 223,099 

Leslie Co., Lid., Kensington 220,211 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd.. 

Pes ig 220,000 


T. Rowley (London), Lid., Totten. 
—. 219,245 


Tersons, Ltd., ‘B.C.1 217,480 
Lavender MacMillan, Ltd., Worcester 
Park 217,073 
Gee, Walker & Sia‘er, ‘Ltd., West: 
mag .. 212,740 
J. Gleeson, ‘Ltd., North Cheam a 
“Thomas & Edge, L Lia., Woolwich 


Architect’s comparable estimate is ines cai 
War damage — ay improvements at 


Cubitt Town phen Poplar : 

Prestige & Co., Westminster... £76,309 
Harry Neal, Tid,’ St. Marylebone... 76,225 
Sloggetts dares Lfd., ena 

ton «+» 76,124 
J. M. Hill & & Sons, Lid., Wembley 76,032 
Fred & T. Thorne, Ltd., Lewisham 75,761 
Thomas Bates & Son, Ltd., Remford 75,610 
W. J. Cearns, Ltd., Stratford ... 75,495 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., EC.2-; 74,704 


Chas. S. Foster & Sons, Loughton 73,634 
— & Fotheringham, Ltd., Isling- 


72,429 
°H. or. Oliver & Sons, “Ltd., Lambeth | 68,073 
Comparable estimate of architect in ‘private 


practice responsible for the work is £73,443. 


Erection of county primary school at Tulse 
Hill estate, Lambeth : 


Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich -. £160,960 
Richard oars Ltd., Westminster ... 157,407 
Harry Neal, & Marylebone ... 156,850 
A. T. Rowley grh e, Lid., Totten- 

ham - 156,16 
Fred. & T. Thorne, Lid., Lewisham _.. 154,680 
Kent & Sussex Contanctert, Ltd.. Sid- 

cup pa . «» 153,575 
Cc. P. Roberts & & Co.. tae: “Holborn ;.. 153,385 
Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd., Camberwell 152'840 
Prestige & Co., Ltd., Wesiminster ... 152,789 
J. & CG. Bowyer, Ltd., Upper Norwood 151,225 
F. R. Hipperson é Son, Ltd., Broad-st.- 

pl., E.C.2 was ia oa ees 150,556 
Thomas & Edge Ltd., Woolwich ... 149,454 
Amalgamated Building Contractors. 

Ltd., Wandsworth 148,314 
AF nH. . Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston- on- 

147,583 


eS: ‘aoe & Son, Ltd., Wandswor th . 143,629 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £144,458. 


THE BUILDER 


Provision of shopping centre and market in 
Lansbury in the Stepney-Poplar reconstruction 
area. Tenders for the. whole of this work, 
invited from 15 firms, were issued in three 
parts:—A, for construction of shops, a kiosk, 
flats, maisonettes, garages and perambulator 
stores for the Council, and a market place, 
covered market and public lavatories on behalf 
of the Metropolitan Borough Council; and B 
and C, on behalf of two brewery companies, 
each for the main fabric of a public-house. 
The amount for each tender quoted is the total 
of the bills of quantities for part A. The rates 
and prices contained in the bills will be used 
for valuing the work in a B and C: 

A. Rowley (London), Ltd., Totten- 


ham £201,875 
Kent & Sussex ‘Contractors, Ltd., Sid- 
cup, Kent... vs cad aus ... 200,548 
Richard ©ostain. Ltd., Westminster 200,344 
~Henry Boot & Sons, Ltd., Kensington 199,274 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich ... ... 198,029 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., West- 
minster a ae es ... 197,631 
Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Enfield 196,900 
Wates, Ltd., Norbury sie Sa .. 196,340 
Wilson, Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., West- 
minster nak ats an “a 195,875 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich 194,289 
Tersons, Lid., Finsbury ... bel . 192,990 
Ltd., St. Maryle- 


Stewart & Partners, 
bo: 


_ eee 
J. Jarvis & Sons, 


Ltd., Westminster 
A. E, Symes, Ltd., Poplar .-. 189,501 
*Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington 188,320 
Appointed architect’s comparable estimate is 
9,615. 
Construction at ~ Hilldrop estate, Islington, 


of blocks 1 and 2 and other works (contract A), 
and the construction of blocks 3 to 5, a laundry 
with a clubroom above, an estate workshop, 
tenants’ workshop, a children’s fitted play- 
ground am. 19 perambulator sheds (contract B) 
Tenders were invited on basis that priced bills 


of quantities for contract A will be used to 
value work in contract B: 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston- 
upon-Thames ‘ 79,985 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd. Southwark . 77,35 
a Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Enfield 74/683 
Le Simms, Sons & Cooke, Lid., 
Westminster ... 74,584 
Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., Finsbury 73,473 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich ... ower SOD 
Leslie & Co., Kens sington .. 72,387 
A. PB: Rowley intent. Lid., Totten- 
ham sina as, “Enon 
= & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., Sid- 
Ke ... 70;960 
aes Pwalker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster 70,929 
Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd., West- 
minster 70,646 
Henry Boot & Sons, “Ltd. “Kensington 70,625 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham ... «-. 69,364 
*Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury 67,94: 


ao 2 
Comparable estimate of ye am of housing and 
valuer is £68,800 


ib ; 








UL MUST he 


YGEE 


AYGEE LIMITED 

100, Westminster Bridge Rd., 
LONDON, S.B.1 

‘phone: WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 


A preduct ef England’s Largest Glazing Contractoss. 
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Development of Merstham site, Surrey on 
basis of a “ value-cost ” contract for construc- 


tion of all roads and sewers and about 1,000 
houses, flats and other buildings: 

Percentage increase or decrease in schedule 
Column 1, Reads and sewers; column 2. 


prices 
Houses, etc 

WwW. & C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst 

Hill Pa we © Se 
Wates, Lid., Norbury -1 -1 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, Lid., 

Westminster +3 =-2 
Holloway Bros, (London), Lid., 

Wes: minster +4 - 2 
Gee, Walker & Slater, “Ltd., ” West- 

minster , -2 -lt 
Richard Costain, Lid., “West- aes 

minster +3 -& 
John Laing & Son, Lid., Mill Bi -2 =% 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, 

Ltd., Wesiminster ... -4 -4 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Wol- ¥ 

verhampton ... -3 -—- 5 
Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd.. X L 

Holborn - Tt? =- 73 
*Taylor Woodrow Construction, 

Ltd., Southall — 12% 


Total estimated cost “of work, including con- 
tractor’s fee and Council’s overhead charges, 
000. 


_ Placed by 

M.O.W. for week ended March 

London : 5-11, Lower Regent- 49 S.W 1, Adap- 
tations for new B.P.O., M. J. Gleeson, Ltd. 
Haredon House, London- rd., North Cheam, 
Surrey; York House, Kingsway, W.C.2, Altera- 
tion and adaptations, John Greenwood, 
King William-st. ‘House, Arthur-st., E.C.4. 
Angus : Forfar Academy, Erection of temporary 
school classrooms, Bett Bros.; Cox-st., Downfield, 


Dundee. 

Glamorganshire: Prince of Wales Orthopedic 
Hospital, Charles-st., Newport, Alterations and 
additions, Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., 
Ruislip- rd.,. Southall, Middlesex. Gloucester- 
shire: HM. Customs House, Queen’s-sq., 
— 1, Redecorations and alterations, Stone 

4 (Bristol), Lid., Redland-rd., Bristol. 
Middleses : 254-256. High-st., Ponders €nd, , 
Enfield, Erection of B.P.O., W. E. Pearce & 
Son, Ltd., ‘High-rd., Edgware. 

Surrey : Chiddingfold, ~~ of two cottages 
for Forestry Commission, W Green & Son, 
Hale- rd., Farnham. Warwicks aes 90, Gosford- 
st., Coventry, Alterations, adaptations and _ re- 
pairs, Kent & Sussex Construction, Ltd., 270, Cor- 
poration-st., _ Birmingham. Wigtownshire 
(Scotland): Portpatrick, telephone repeater 
station, Adaptations and extensions, John Crom- 
bie & Co., 20, Threane-ter., Castle Douglas. a 

den (War Dept.).—Works contracts place 
in ee Dept. for week ended March 25. 
Cumberland: Building work, Brown, Fraser & 
Co., Lid., North Berwick ; painting work, Reid 
Bros., Carlisle. Berks: Painting work, W. T. 
Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. Surrey : 
Painting work, Fields, I.td., Reading. 

Manchester.—Erection of temporary researcly 
laboratories at Christie Hospital and Holt 
Radium Institute, Withington, for Manchester 
Regional Hospital Board. Architects, H. 
Fairhurst & ‘ten. 55, Brown-st., Manchester: 
*Wm. Thorpe & Sons, Lid., Chester- rd., Trafford 
Park, Manchester, 444. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of store and still 
room, for Domestos, Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
*Stephen Easten, Lid., Westgate Grange, New 
castle. 

Northumberland.—Erection of kitchen and 


dining-room at Hexham County Primary Hal, 


Glondon (M.0.W.). = See 


for E.C. Plans by County A., County 
Wcunete-en tins: Builders, *7~. D. Bird 
Co., Ltd., Hexham, £11,943; steelwork, Flemin of 
Bros., Glasgow; electrical ‘installation, Mate 
& Son, Corbridge; windows, Williams & W 
liams, Ltd., Newcastle: and heating emelan: 
W. Richardson & Co., Darlington. 


Northumberland.— Erection of additional class- 
rooms at Longbenton Westmoor County Primary 
School. for ¢.C. Plans by the County A., County 
Hall, Newcasile-on-Tyne: *Tarslag, Ltd. Bowes- 
field-la., Stockton-on-Tees, £4,615. 

Oswestry.—5é6 flats and site works at Gobowen, 


for R.D.C.: *F. Roberts & Sons, Trevor, nr. 
Wrexham, £60,250 

Rotherham.—Houses. for B.C., at Broom 
Valley estate: 54 *Beeden, Ltd., Thrybergh, 
£65,583; 42, *Cooper & Kimber, Ltd., 37, Baw- 
try-rd., Listerdale. 

Salop.—(1) Alterations and extensions at 


Morda’ House, Oswestry; (2) 2 pairs of fire- 
men’s heuses at Wellington. A, G. Chant, 
County A., Column House, London-rd., Shrews- 
bary: (1) "*Felton and Kempster, Lid.. wes- 
try, Salop, £2,939: (2) *H. E. Holder, Windmil!- 
la., Wightwich, Wcivedeaueaiee £6,745. 

Salop. —Erection of secondary modern school, 
Much Wenlock, for C.C. A. Chant. County 
A., Column House, London-rd., Shrewsbury : 
Bromley & Sens, Church "Stretton, i 
£117,920. 

Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.— 
i placed between February 22 and 
arch 21 :— 
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Site Servicing. 
South Laggan, Inverness-shire (10 trad.), 
P. L. J. Heron, Fort William, Inverness-shire, 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 


BUILDERS 


The l.argest Truly Representative 


Organisation in the Industry 


ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


‘Phone or write: 
Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel. : CHAncery 7563 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: *‘EFEMBE, Holb, London"! 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





THE BUILDER 


Water and drainage; Elderslie, Renfrew, 
8.S.H.A., Road and footpath surfacing. 


House Erection. 
Fallin (18 S. Timber), James Strang & Son, 
Bellevue, Polmont, Erection of boundary fenc- 


ing and trimming hedges; Laighstonehall, 
Hamilton (110 Trad.; 130 Orlit ; 106 Weir), 
A. M. Tweedie & Co., Ltd., 44- 52, Bilbao-st., 


Glasgow, C.2, Front fencing; Muiredge, Buck- 
haven (98 Trad.), Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd., 
37, George-st., Edinburgh, Floor finishing : 
Cairn Edward, New Galloway (18 Trad. & 
M. Scobie, Ltd., 72, Brooms-rd., Dumfries, 
Plaster. 

Comrie, Fife (30 Trad.), James Strang & Son, 
Bellevue, Polmont, Divisional fencing; East- 
houses, Midlothian (20 Trad.), Alexander Dunn, 
Ltd., Bothwell- rd., Uddingston, Supplying and 
building in fireplaces ; Inchterf, Milton of 
Campsie (4 Trad.), N. McIntosh, 34, Bell- 
rock-av., Prestwick, Electrica 

Dysart, Kirkcaldy (14 Weir NUE. 40 Weir Q), 
Robert Ballantine, Star, Markinch, stob ant 
pie divisional fencing ; Queenzieburn, Stirling 

(50 Trad.), Q. W. Clark & Son, Neilson Cottage, 
Kilsyth, Divisional stob and wire fencing; Mag- 
dalene’s Kirkton, Dundee (20th Atholl), thas. 
Gray (Builders), Ltd., Francis-st., Coldside, 
Dundee, Footpaths precast concrete slabs ; Cairn 
Edward, New Galloway (18 Trad.), P. ’Drum- 
mond & Son, High-st., Dumfries, Plumber. 


Maintenance. 

Bow Farm, Greenock (44 cavity wall concrete 
and 56 Trad.), Thomas H. Robbins & Co., 515- 
517, Dumbarton-rd., Dalmuir, External paint- 
work; Logalea, Addiewell (18 Trad.), 
Watson, 125, Gilmore-pl., Edinburgh, External 
painterwork ; Bellsdyke, Airdrie (52 Trad. 
} i Berwick, 7, Gartsherrie-rd., Coatbridge, 
External painterwork ; Townhead, Coatbridge 
(28 Concrete), J. R. Berwick, as Gartsherrie-rd., 
Coatbridge, External painterwork. 


BOs 








SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row. 








London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 





BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


provide greater 
thermal insulation 


BROAD & CO. LTD., 4 SOUTH WHARF 
PADDINGTON, W.2. PAOdiagton 7061 





April 7 1950 


Shoreditch.—Erection of a block of flats on 
the Stonebridge estate: hg ye Ltd, 1 
Seward-st., Goswell-rd. E.C.1, £65 

Shoreditch.—Erection of three blocks of flats 
on the Colville housing estate and the adjacent 
Bridport-pl. area: *Tersons, Ltd., 1, Seward- 
st., Goswell-rd., E.C.1, £115,510. 

Stafford.—130 houses at — Village 
housing estate, for T.C.: . Whittingham, 
Ltd., Powlett-st., Ccirecinesicn, £169,954. 

Tipton.—92 houses at Roberts Field site, for 
B.C.: *J. Ashmore Meret Ltd., Bromford- 
la., West Bromwich, £112.1 

Tipton. —92 houses at Roberts Field site, for 
T.C. F, K. Green, A.I-A.A., Housing A., Muni- 
cipal-bldgs.:, *J. (Builders), Ltd., 
Srasterd ts. West Bromwich, £112,198. 

Tutbury.—Houses, for R.D.C.: 10 at Beacon- 
rd., Rolleston, *L. C. Docksey, 139, Park-st., 
Burton-on-Trent, £12,699; 8 at Rangemore, *A. 
Holmes & Sons, Ltd., Dallow Bridge Works, 
Burton. 

Willenhall (Staffs).—10 houses at Rose Hill, 
for U.D.C.: *Joseph Webb, Ivy House-la., Cose- 
ley, £13,951. zl 

Workington.—Repairs and renovations at 
Workington Hall: *Mr. Martin Munro, Work- 
ington (subject to M.O.H. approval). 


Ashmore 











te ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING ~. 


SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


SALES HIRE 
ERECTION CRADLES 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 














Patent 
“Air Pump" 


Ventilator 


IN USE 


B 9 
oyle’s 
OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 



































WATerloo 5474 
"Three Generations of Building” 


3 34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C1l 











GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


CAMBERWELL 


LIMITED 


of 


HEAD OFFICE: 


Tel. : CHAncery 7901-3 
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